《Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans》(Vol.1)
Introduction to the Book
I. Writer

The Apostle Paul (Rom. 1:1). This epistle was dictated by Him and written by Tertius (Rom. 16:22).

According to the record of the Bible, Paul was primitively called Saul (Acts. 13:9), an Israelite, of tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1), a Hebrew of Hebrews (Phil. 3:5) considering parentage. Paul was born in Tarsus of Cilicia, at the feet of the famous teacher Gamaliel, educated according to exactness of the Jewish law (Acts. 22:3). Afterwards, he became to live a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of the Judaism (Acts. 26:5) and was zealous for God and persecuted the assembly (Phil. 3:6). However, he did it ignorantly, in unbelief (1Tim. 1:13). One day, when he intended to go to Damascus to seize Christians, the Lord Jesus manifested to Him on his way (Acts. 9:1-5). He became a Christian henceforth and was called as apostle (Rom. 1:1). The apostleship of Paul was mainly towards the Gentiles (Gal. 2:8). He wrote altogether thirteen epistles in the New Testament, thus becoming the main exegete of the truth of Christianity. 

II. The Time and Location the Book was Written 

    In about 56 AD to 58 AD, during the third journey of Paul, Paul remained three months in Greece (Acts. 20:1-3). He was just preparing to bring the contributions of all the churches in Greece to Jerusalem for the poor of the saints (Rom. 15:25-32; Acts. 19:21). When Paul wrote this epistle, he was dwelling in Gaius’s home (Rom. 16:23). This Gaius was the Gaius in Corinth (1Cor. 1:14). And Paul in this epistle commended the sister Phoebe, who was the minister of the assembly in Cenchrea, a harbor not far away from the east of Corinth. Therefore, the Bible scholars commonly believed that this book might be written in the city of Corinth in Greece, and Paul commended Phoebe to take this epistle to Rome.

III. The Recipients

Saints in Rome (Rom. 1:7) ---- most of them were Gentiles. Obviously, there were also many Jews there (see Rom. 4:1; 9-11).

We do not know who built the church in Rome. There are several possibilities according to the Holy Bible:

1. On the Day of Pentecost, there were visitors from Rome, including the Jews and the gentiles in Judaism (Acts. 2:10). Probably, there were someone who were saved and came back to Rome and thus the Lord’s testimony was established. It was also possible that after Stephen’s was martyred, there arose a great persecution against the assembly in Jerusalem. Those who had been scattered went through announcing the glad tidings of the word, and some of them might go to Rome. Paul mentioned two fellow-workers who were also in Christ before him (Rom. 16:7). Perhaps, they were among the two kinds of above-mentioned believers who went to do the Lord’s work in Rome.

2. Paul mentioned many believers whom he was familiar with. He had ever met some of them in other places, such as Prisca and Aquila (Rom. 16:3-4; Acts 18:2-3), and Rufus and his mother, Paul said, “his mother is mine” (Rom. 16:13). Perhaps they moved to dwell in Rome due to personal reasons, thus becoming the chief members of the assembly in Rome.

According to the salutation of this book, we can see that the assembly in Rome had at least three gatherings in different places at that time (Rom. 16:3-5, 14-15). However, the executive center of the assembly was set in the home of Prisca and Aquila (Rom. 16:5).

IV. The Motivation for Writing this Epistle

There were at least three purposes for Paul to write this epistle:

1. At that time, Paul’s ministration of the gospel among the provinces in the east of the Roman Empire was just over. He desired to go to open the door of the gospel in Spain. And he had to go through Rome if he went to Spain. Therefore, Paul intended to establish close relationship with the assembly in Rome through this epistle, thus supporting his works afterwards to the westward. Therefore, he had to let the saints there clearly know his vision and burden.

2. Paul greatly desired to go to Rome, that he might impart to the saints there some spiritual gift to establish and comfort them (Rom. 1:10-15). Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire at that time as well as the political center of the whole world. If the assembly in Rome was established and strengthened, it would be greatly profitable to preach the gospel to the whole world.  

3. Paul could not make sure whether he could arrive at Rome safely. Perhaps he would be bound or even suffer in Jerusalem (Acts. 20:22-24; 21:12-13) before going to Rome. Therefore, he asked all the saints in Rome to pray for him (Rom. 15:30-32). If he could not go to Rome, this book would at least provide a good material for them to be built up, especially the basic truth concerning the salvation. 

V. The Importance of this Book

The Book of Romans is so important that it is listed as the first one among all the epistles of the Bible. Martin Luther called the Book of Romans was the abstract of the gospel. He also said that as long as the Christianity had the Gospel of John and the Book of Romans, it would not be destroyed and would be still manifested. He also encouraged believers to read and even intensively read the book. He said, the more one read the Book of Romans, the more its treasure one would find. Calvin also witnessed: “if anyone understands this book, he has found the way of the whole Bible”.

In fact, among all the books of the Bible, this book is the most influential one in the history of the church. Augustus repented after reading the 13th chapter of this book. Martin Luther understood the truth “justification by faith” through this book and set off the revolution of religion. John Wesley received the assurance of being saved after he had heard Martin Luther’s commentary of the Book of Romans that was read aloud by others. 

In a word, this book is the scriptures of scriptures, which surpasses other books in the greatness of the theme, the frequency of quotations of the Old Testament, the width of the sphere of things it mentions, as well as the fullness of the salvation that God had predestined.

VI. Main Structure and General Description

This book can be mainly divided into three parts, according to the words “according to” in the epilogue (16:25-26) of this book:

1. “According to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ” ---- the content of God’s glad tidings is made know from chapter 1 to chapter 8. Paul announced firstly the sin of all mankind in the sight of God so as to render men inexcusable, and then pointed out a way for men to evade the death and to be justified by faith in Jesus Christ. Then men will be sanctified by devoting themselves and their body will be transformed and thus be raised up and be glorified eventually. 

2. “According to revelation of mystery” ---- the dispensation of God’s glad tidings is shown form chapter 9 to chapter 11. God firstly chose the Israel in His divine sovereignty, and then made the salvation come to the nations because of the fall of the Israel, and finally God will provoke the Israel by the nations, and all Israel shall be saved, thus manifesting the rich and untraceable wisdom of God.

3. “According to commandment of the eternal God, by prophetic scriptures, made known to all the nations” ---- the effect of God’s glad tidings is revealed from chapter 12 to 16. God presents the condition through His words that believers should have after being saved ---- to put on Christ and live for Christ who died and rose and manifest Christ among al the nations, to the glory of only wise God, through Jesus Christ.

To sum up, the incarnated and risen Christ is the glad tidings granted by God. The full salvation of God in Christ shall come to all those who have been chosen in His predestination. Moreover, God will work on all believers through His Son Jesus Christ, thus making them achieve the full end of salvation. 

VII. Special Points

There are special points of this book as follows:

1. This book is well-organized and is the most systemized one among all the epistles of Paul. It reads like detailed theological statements, not an epistle.

2. This book had abundant and profound knowledge. The variety and importance of the theological subjects this book involves exceed other epistles, e.g.: sin, salvation, grace, faith, righteousness, justification, sanctification, redemption, death and resurrection. 

3. This book is the great masterpiece of the author who quotes the Old Testament ingeniously and agilely. Though Paul often quoted the Old Testament in his epistles, he testified the truth in the Book of Romans by quoting a stream of scriptures in the Old Testament. In his reasoning, he frequently quoted the scriptures of the Old Testament (especially chapter 9 to 11).

4. This book shows us that the author is deeply concerned about the Israel. Paul mentioned the present condition of the Israel and their relationship with the nations and that they will be finally saved.

5. The wording of this book is artful, and is particular in different paragraphs, e.g. from chapter 1 to chapter 8, it talks about the Lord’s salvation. The eight chapters can be divided into two parts. The first is from 1:1 to 5:11, mentioning the blood without the cross. And the word “sins” in the plural is noticeable therein. Men’s sins are remitted and men are then justified by God through the blood. The second part is from verse 12 of chapter 5 to the end of chapter 8, speaking of the cross merely without the blood. And the word “sins” in the plural does not appear therein, but the word “sin” in the singular is used repeatedly in this part. The first part points that the blood deals with “what we have done”, and the second part speaks that the cross deals with “what we are”.

6. In the sixth chapter, there are two kings ---- sin and grace ---- sin reigns in one’s “self”, but grace reigns through righteousness; there are two husbands in the seventh chapter ---- the law and Christ ---- man is delivered from the law by death and thus be unto Christ; there are two leaders in the eighth chapter ---- the flesh and the Spirit ---- after the flesh mind or after the Spirit.

7. In the Book of Romans, the word “law” has appeared for seventy times in different meanings, which can be divided into at least fives sorts as below: 

a. It refers to the Law of Moses, e.g. “you are called a Jew, and rest in the law” (Rom. 2:17). Obviously, the law here refers to the Law of Moses owned by the Jews only.

b. It refers to the Old Testament as a whole, e.g. “we know that whatever the things the law says, it speaks to those under the law” (Rom. 3:19), here “whatever the things the law says” speak of the words from 3:10 to 3:18 that are quoted from the scriptures of both the Book of Psalm and the Book of Isaiah in the Old Testament. Therefore, the law here refers to the Old Testament.

c. It refers to the Pentateuch, e.g. “being witnessed by the law and the prophets” (Rom 3:21). The law here speaks of the Pentateuch, and prophet represents the Books of Prophets. 

d. It refers to the principle of judging whether right or wrong, e.g. “By what law? Of works? No, but by law of faith (Rom. 3:27)”, the “law” here means the general principle.

e. It refers to the nature and inclination in life, e.g. “law of my mind” and “the law of sin which exists in my members” (Rom. 7:23), referring to the struggle of good against evil in one’s life. And another example is “the law of life and the Spirit” (Rom. 8:2) ---- it is the “law of God’s life” that man has obtained after he has born again in the Lord.

VIII. Its Relations with the Book of Corinthians and the Book of Galatians 

The subjects that Paul mentioned in the epistles to the Corinthians appear in the Book of Romans again. The matter concerning food in the First Book of Corinthians (8:1-13; 10:14-11:1) is similar to the content of the Book of Romans from 14:1 to 15:6. The relationship between the members and the body in the twelfth chapter (12:12-31) of the First Book of Corinthians is also mentioned in the Book of Romans, from 12:3 to12:8. The comparison between Adam and Christ in the First Book of Corinthians (15:21-22, 45-50) is the same as that in the Book of Romans (5:12-19). The matter of contributions to the assembly in Jerusalem mentioned in both the First Book of Corinthians (16:1-4) and the Second Book of Corinthians (8:1-9:15) is also talked about in the Book of Romans (15:25-32). Some scriptures in the Book of Romans show that this book was written later than the First Book of Corinthians and the Second Book of Corinthians. For example, the scriptures in the Book of Romans from 8:2 to 8:25 repeat many points of the content in the Second Book of Corinthians, 3:17-5:10. Someone describes such condition as “bringing freely a familiar logic structure into full play in two different cases”. Therefore, we can infer that Paul wrote these three books in close time. 

However, the book that has the closest relation with the Book of Romans should be the Book of Galatians. Paul illustrated the gospel of justification by faith clearly in both of the two books. We can see by contrast that the Book of Galatians must be finished earlier. The way of the demonstration to the assembly in Galatia is rather pressing and particular. And yet the statements in the Book of Romans become more systemized. J. B. Lightfoot set a parable that the Book of Galatians and the Book of Romans is like “a rough model and an accomplished and perfect sculpture”. There is also someone who says that if the Book of Galatians is the “Great Charter of Liberties”, the Book of Romans will be the more detailed “Constitution”. This book expounds and explains the key doctrines mentioned in the Book of Galatians in a more detailed and comprehensive way.

IX. Key Verses 

“The gospel…concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” (Rom. 1:2-4).

“For it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…for in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith” (Rom. 1:16-17).

“Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” (Rom. 8:30).

X. Key Words 
“Faith” (Rom. 1:17; 3:22…) 58 times altogether;

“Righteousness” (Rom. 1:17; 3:26…) 36 times altogether; 

XI. Outlines of the Book

1. Foreword ---- the introduction of God’s gospel (1:1-15);

2. God’s righteousness ---- the manifestation of God’s gospel (1:16-17);

3. Judgment ---- the world’s need for the gospel (1:18-3:20);

a. The gentiles are judged (1:18-32).

b. The Jews are judged (2:1-3:8).

c. The conclusion: all the people are judged (3:9-20).

4. Justification ---- the way and result of receiving the gospel for the world (3:21-5:21);

a. Be justified by Christ (3:21-26);

b. Be justified by faith (3:27-4:25);

1) The principle of justification by faith (3:27-31);

2) The example of justification by faith (4:1-25);

c. The fruit of being justified (5:1-11);

d. The truth of being justified (5:12-21);

5. Sanctification ---- the way of being sanctified for believers (6:1-8:13);

a. The mystery of being sanctified ---- by the union with Christ (6:1-23);

1) If we “have been united” together with His death, certainly we also shall “be united” with His resurrection (6:1-5).

2) If we “have known” that we died with Christ, we will believe that we shall also live with Him (6:6-10).

3) One shall “reckon” himself to be dead indeed to sin, but alive in Christ (6:11).

4) If we “present ourselves to” God and righteousness, we will be sanctified (6:12-23).

b. The struggle of being sanctified ---- be bound by the sin that abides in the flesh (7:1-25);

1) Two husbands ---- one can only be dead to the law and then be unto Christ (7:1-6);

2) Three laws ---- the law of God, the law of one’s mind and the law of sin in one’s members (7:7-25).

c. The way of being sanctified ---- be released by the law of the Spirit of life through abiding in Christ (8:1-13);

1) The law of the Spirit of life ---- which delivers men from the law of Spirit and life (8:1-6);

2) The indwelling Christ ---- through whom, men can put to death the deeds of the body (8:7-13).

6. Be glorified ---- wait for the adoption, the redemption of our body (8:14-39);

a. The glorious heirs ---- though we suffer with Him, we have the hope of glory. Therefore, we shall eagerly wait for it with perseverance (8:14-25).

b. The fulfillments of being glorified ---- the help of the divine Trinity (8:26-39):

1) The intercession of the Holy Spirit ---- who strengthens those who are weak (8:26-27);

2) The will of God the Father ---- be conformed to the image of His Son (8:28-30);

3) The love of Christ ---- be more than conquerors in everything (8:31-39);

7. Be chosen ---- it is not of works but of grace (9:1-11:36):

a. God’s election is of Himself (9:1-29):

1) God chose Isaac ---- the word of God has taken no effect (9:1-9).

2) God chose Jacob ---- it is not of works but of God who calls (9:10-13).

3) God chose the people ---- it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy (9:14-18).

4) God chose the vessels which He had prepared for glory ---- it is of God’s sovereignty (9:19-29).

b. The premise of God’s election (9:30-10:18):

1) Through the righteousness of faith ---- the people of Israel had not attained to the law of righteousness, for they did not seek it by faith, but by works (9:30-10:3).

2) Through Christ (10:4-18);

a) Christ is the end of the law (10:4).

b) Christ had been dead and rose again for us (10:5-7).

c) The way of being saved is to believe and call on Him (10:8-13).

d) Calling on Christ comes from believing God’s words, and believing God’s words springs from hearing God’s words, and hearing God’s words is from preaching God’s words (10:14-18).

c. The wisdom of God’s election (10:19-11:36):

1) The Israel has not been completely cast away ---- there is a remnant according to the election of grace (10:19-11:10).
2) Through the fall of the people of Israel, salvation has come to the Gentiles ---- the cultivated olive tree and the wild olive tree, the root of the tree and the branches of the tree (11:11-24).
3) All Israel will be saved until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in ---- the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable (11:25-32).
4) Praise unto God’s election (11:33-36). 

8. Be transformed ---- the transformation of believers’ conduct, and its mystery, principle and example (12:1-16:24):

a. The mystery of the transformation of believers’ conduct (12:1-2):

1) Present one’s bodies to God and serve God (12:1);

2) Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of mind (12:2);

b. The principle the transformation of believers’ conduct (12:3-15:13):

1) In the divine serve ---- according to the gifts given to us (12:3-8);

2) In dealing with saints ---- manifest the good virtue in life (12:9-16);

3) In dealing with evil ones ---- to conquer evil by good (12:17-21);

4) In dealing with the governing authorities ---- be subject to and honor them (13:1-7);

5) In dealing with all the people ---- to love your neighbor as yourself (13:8-10);

6) In dealing with the social tide ---- put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh (13:11-14);

7) In the matter of receiving each other among believers (14:1-15:13)

a) Receive one who is weak in the faith, for the Lord is his master (14:1-9);

b) Let us not judge one another, for each of us shall give account of himself to God (14:10-12).
c) We shall walk in love and resolve not to put a stumbling block to fall our brother (14:13-16).
d) We shall seek the reality of the kingdom of God ---- righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (14:17-23).
e) We shall receive one another, just as Christ also received us (15:1-13).

c. The example of the transformation of believers’ conduct ---- the Apostle Paul (15:14-16:24)

1) He was a zealous in Judaism, but was now a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (15:14-19).

2) He was determined to fully preach the glad tidings, to the end of the earth (15:20-29).

3) He begged all the saints to strive together with him in prayers to God (15:30-33).

4) He respected and was concerned about all the saints (16:1-16).

5) He reminded all the saints to be aware of backsliders (16:17-20).

6) He showed greetings on behalf of other saints (16:21-24).

9. The epilogue ---- blessed be God who preached the glad tidings by Paul to manifest His mystery (16:25-27).

Romans Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Theme ---- the Gospel of God】

A. The messenger of the gospel of God ---- Paul, the called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings (v.1);

B. The content of the gospel of God ---- our Lord Jesus whom God had before promised in the holy scriptures (v,2-4);

C. The object of the gospel of God ---- all the nations (v.5, 14);

D. The fellowship of the gospel of God ---- greetings, intercession and fellowship (v.5-12);

E. The burden of the gospel of God ---- preach with one’s whole heart in the position of a debtor (v.13-15);

F. The power of the gospel of God ---- to save everyone that believes (v.16-17);

G. The necessity of the gospel of God ---- all the world is judged by God 

1. Because of the ungodliness of the world before God ---- neither seek God nor glorify God, but worship idols (v.18-25);

2. Because of the unrighteousness of the world toward God and men ---- the vile lusts and the reprobate mind to practice evil things (v.26-32);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 1:1 “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God,”

YLT: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, a called apostle, having been separated to the good news of God --” 
Meaning of Words: “bondservant”: salve, bondman; “Paul”: minuteness; “separate to”: to set off by boundary, appoint; “gospel”: good news, the glad tidings; 

The Background: “a bondservant of Jesus Christ”, the bondservant in the original means “slave”, which has two kinds of background:

1) The opposite of the word “slave” is “master”, which in Greek means that one has the absolute ownership of a certain man or thing. Therefore, Paul called himself “the bondservant of Jesus Christ”, indicating that he was no longer of himself, but of Jesus Christ completely.

2) In the Old Testament, if one was called “a bondservant of Jehovah”, it meant that he was different from the common people (Jos. 1:2; 24:29). Therefore, one would count it an honor if he could call himself “the servant of Jehovah”. Therefore, Paul in his mind also had two points of understanding toward his ministry ---- on one hand, he responded to the love of Christ who gave Himself. And on the other hand, he deeply took it as an honor that he could serve this Lord of lords. 

Literal Meaning: “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ”, “bondservant” in the original means slave who has sold himself and lost his liberty of life. “Paul” was firstly called Saul (Acts 7:58-60; 8:3; 9:1) and was called Paul after being saved. There are several meanings of this verse:

1) To be the servant of the Lord is neither voluntary, nor of hired, but is purchased by the Lord.’

2) The servant of the Lord has neither his own right or liberty nor his own choice.

3) The servant of the Lord will be of the Lord all his life and shall live according to the Lord’s will.

4) The Lord will be responsible for the life and works of His servants by provision, revelation and guidance.

“Called to be an apostle”, “called” means “being called by God”; “apostle” refers to “those who are sent out”;

“Separated to the gospel of God”, “the gospel of God” shows the nature of the gospel, which is of God, by God and unto God. The gospel is generated by the love of God and be perfected by the power of God so that the righteousness of God shall be manifested and thanks be given unto God.

This verse unveils three conditions of Paul:

1) Status ---- the bondservant of Jesus Christ;

2) Ministry ---- called to be an apostle;

3) Work ---- to preach the gospel of God;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Only those who are bought with the precious price of the Lord’s blood (1Cor. 6:20) have the right of preaching the gospel. We are all those who are bought by His precious blood, and we certainly have the obligation to preach the gospel everywhere at any time and bear witness of the Lord.

2) We have no reason of not preaching the gospel, for it is woe to us if we should not announce the glad tidings (1Cor. 9:16).

3) The works of the servant is “service” and the way of him is “obedience”. He who preaches the gospel should humble himself without regard for face and have made himself bondman to all (1Cor. 9:19).

4) The more we draw near to the Lord, the more will we remain before the Lord and the more will we desire to serve others.

5) The reason for one who becomes a vessel of being sent to preach the gospel is the calling of the Lord beforehand, which means that the burden is neither of men nor through man (Gal. 1:1), but purely of God Himself, who is the originator of everything. 

6) Any true servant of the Lord is of his “own will”, but of the Lord’s calling of coming to serve Him. It is not the servants that choose the Lord, but the Lord that choose them (John 15:16).

7) When we come to serve the Lord, what we are thinking shall not be what kind of men we want to become, but what kind of men God desires of us.

8) We Christians are also “called” and “separated” by God ---- we are separated from the world to undertake the work of preaching the gospel.

9) Paul became firstly the bondservant of Jesus Christ and then was called to be an apostle. A Christian should be firstly one who serves the Lord humbly and faithfully. Then the Lord will entrust more important mission to him.

10) We shall not preach the gospel occasionally, for God set us apart from our mother's wombs (Gal. 1:15) so that our life shall be devoted to the divine ministry of preaching the gospel. Therefore, preaching the gospel is our regular occupation, not side occupation. All that we do shall be for the purpose of the gospel so that we may be fellow-partaker thereof with others (1Cor. 9:23).

Rom. 1:2 “which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,”

YLT: “which He announced before through His prophets in holy writings --”

Literal Meaning: “promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures”, “His prophets” referred to those prophets who prophesied the Lord Christ would come in the Old Testament, and they did not refer to the authors of the Books of the Prophets only, for the whole Old Testament prophesied the Lord Jesus (see Luke 24:27, 44). “The Holy Scriptures” here refers to the scriptures of the Old Testament. “Promise” means that God ensures that everything in the scriptures shall be fulfilled in His faithfulness. 

  This verse indicates that the gospel is not brought forth occasionally by God, but was early planed by Him in the past eternity and was revealed to us by the prophets in the times of the Old Testament (see Gen. 3:15; 22:18; Gal. 3:16; 2Tim. 1:9; Titus 1:2).

  This verse points out three things concerning Jesus Christ:

1) He is whom God prophesied. All that of Him has fulfilled the prophecy of God, so Christ is true. 

2) He is whom God promised. Therefore, the Savior is gifted by God, not imagined by men.

3) He is whom God revealed. Therefore, the gospel is not produced by men’s thoughts, but out of God’s revelation.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The gospel is neither an occasional measure nor sudden fancy, but a plan of God’s love before the foundation of the world. Therefore, the effect of the gospel shall be abiding for ever.

2) The Scriptures is the words of God preached by the prophets. If we want to know the will of God, we shall read and search the Bible diligently.

3) All the promises of God will be fulfilled at the appointed time. We should appropriate His promises by faith and that will become our portion.

Rom. 1:3 “concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh,”

YLT: “concerning His Son, (who is come of the seed of David according to the flesh,”

Literal Meaning: “concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord”, it states that the gospel is about the Son of God. This gospel is neither how to reform the society, nor how to bring benefits to the people nor other matters, but merely relates to the Son of God, who is the subject, center and essential content of the gospel. “His Son” speaks of His nature ---- He has the divine life and character of God and is the manifestation of the invisible God. “Our Lord” emphasizes His position, who exists over all and receive the worship of all those who are of Him. “Jesus” shows His status of a person ---- the Nazarene Jesus who was incarnated and humbled Himself and took his place in likeness of men. “Christ” points out His ministry, and He is the “Messiah”, who is anointed by God and sent by God to come to keep the will of God and fulfill His mission.

  “Who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh”, according to the flesh, He was born by Mary, the seed of David (see Luke 3:23-31, Heli was Mary’s father), proving that He was “the son of man”, who had the life and disposition of man. Therefore, he had the right to stand on the position of man to be judged by God and be crucified on the cross. “Who was born of the seed of David”, it carries the meaning of inheriting the throne of David to be king. Jesus Christ will reign among the people of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The gospel in the Old Testament was the promise of God (v.2), and in the New Testament is Jesus Christ.

2) The “gospel” that we normally understand is only men’s being saved. Actually, it is just a part of the gospel. What the gospel really involves is all the grace of God to men in His Son, for the gospel is the Son of God. Christ Himself is the gospel ---- who is the subject as well as the content of the gospel.

3) The Lord Jesus was incarnated and took his place in likeness of men so as to make us like Him.

Rom. 1:4 “and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”

YLT: “who is marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of sanctification, by the rising again from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;”

Meaning of Words: “holiness”: sacredness; “declare”: to mark out, bound ("horizon"), appoint, decree, specify; 

Literal Meaning: “according to the Spirit of holiness”, Jesus Christ has both humanity (see v.3) and deity. According to the flesh, he had truly been born on the earth to be a man. According to the inner nature, since Mary was found to be with child of Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18), He had the spirit of holiness. “Holiness” is opposite to the word “commonness”, indicating that He was different from men in the world. In fact, He is God who came to be a man, and therefore He is holy, harmless and undefiled (Heb. 7:26). He had accomplished the redemption for us, “the innocent for the sinful, the just for the unjust” would be fulfilled (1Pet. 3:18), thus bearing and getting rid of the sins of men before God (1Pet. 2:24; John 1:29).

  “Declared to be the Son of God with power…by the resurrection from the dead”, the death reigns in men by sins (1Cor. 15:55-56). No one can come out of the power of death once he has entered in, for all have sinned (Rom. 3:9). Only Jesus Christ has overcome the death ---- on the one part, His inner being is the Holy Spirit and He is completely innocent, so death is totally powerless to Him. On the other hand, the mighty power that God works in Him makes Him rise from the dead (Eph. 1:20). Such victory against the death reveals to the world that He is distinct from the common people in the world, for He is the Son of God.

  The third and fourth verses suggest the being of the “three Persons” of God professed by the Christianity. God the Father sent the Son to the world to be the seed of David, and the Spirit partakes in the ministry of the resurrection of the Son of God from the dead.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Jesus Christ is the “Son of man” (v.3), referring to His humility. He is also the “Son of God”, referring to His glory. Such a full and perfect Christ, possessing both divinity and humanity, is “the gospel of God” as well as the totality of the blessedness of God given to men. 

2) Since Jesus Christ whom the gospel relates to is both the Son of man as well as the Son of God, He can grant perfect salvation to men. Therefore, this gospel is a perfect gospel.

3) We were dead in trespasses and sins, and God has quickened us with the Christ (Eph. 2:1, 5) and makes us the sons of God by rebirth.

4) If Jesus had not been raised from the dead, He was merely one among all those great men. However, He rose again and lives forever and enables us to experience the true and living Lord. This is the distinction of Him from all the founders of all the religions.

5) The Lord Jesus is the Son of God and has the life and nature of God. All those who believe Him and are jointed to Him will have the divine life (1John 5:12) and be partakers of divine nature (2Pet. 1:4).

Rom. 1:5 “Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,”

YLT: “through whom we did receive grace and apostleship, for obedience of faith among all the nations, in behalf of his name;”

Meaning of Words: “obedience”: submission; 

The Background: the words “grace” and “rejoice” share the same etymon, whose primitive meaning is that one matter brings pleasant feeling to men, such as beauty. Later it gradually evolved into the meaning of “favor” and had no longer relation with beautiful feeling.  

Literal Meaning: “we have received grace”, “grace” indicates that it is a gift that one obtains without paying any cost and is actually unworthy of receiving it. Believers are saved by receiving grace. That believers are called to preach the gospel is more due to the special grace, which is grace upon grace (John 1:16). 

  “And apostleship”, it shows that preaching the gospel is a mission bestowed and entrusted by God. Even if it is not of our own will, we are entrusted with the administration (1Cor. 9:17). However, thanks the Lord! If we do this voluntarily, we will not only have rewards in the future, but will also have enjoyment in this age (1Cor. 9:17, 4, 14).

  “For obedience to the faith among all nations for His name”, this is the explanation of the “apostleship”, stating the responsibilities of preachers of the gospel:

1) The realm of preaching the gospel is “all the nations” and its object is “all the people” (Matt. 28:19).

2) To preach the gospel is to make the “name of the Lord” sound out so that men shall call upon the Lord’s name (Rom. 10:13) and sanctify the Lord’s name in their hearts (1Pet. 3:15) and be unto the Lord’s name ---- let men experience the reality of the Lord’s name (namely, the Lord Himself).

3) To preach the gospel is to make men have the “obedience to the faith”, i.e. make one subject to the Lord and believe Christ only instead of walking according to his hardness and impenitent heart (Rom. 2:5). In a word, to preach the gospel is to make one believe in his heart and confess in his mouth (Rom. 10:9-10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The gospel enables us to enjoy the grace and be saved. Though the experience of us is different, we are saved from the same gospel. 

2) What we have obtained in the Lord today are all free grace, not because we are worthy of them or we have paid any cost.

3) We must firstly receive God’s grace from Christ (1Cor. 15:10), for only those who have first-hand experience in the Lord can then supply the living Lord to others.

4) We received the grace of God when we were just saved, and continued to receive God’s grace after we have been saved ---- it is not that we can do anything for God, but that God does everything for us.

5) Paul’s whole life was completely transformed because of the gospel. He was a man who went against fiercely the gospel, but now became a man who spread the gospel. Obviously, the gospel can transform men’s life, way and direction. All those who have really tasted the goodness of the gospel will spontaneously share it with others.

6) Paul’s words indicated that his apostleship was not out of his advantages, but God’s grace. What we believers can accomplish in the assembly is not because we are better than others, but on account of God’s grace purely.

7) The gospel can extend our breadth of mind and deliver us from the narrow self-regard to the liberality of being willing to share the goodness of the gospel with “all the nations”.

8) Those who have truly obeyed the faith will only exalt the Lord’s name, not the name of any spiritual giant. Neither would they honor anyone going beyond the things which are written in the Scriptures (1Cor. 4:6).

9) “Obedience” refers to faith and obedience, or obedience in faith. To Christians, faith is inseparable from obedience. Faith without obedience is not true faith.

Rom. 1:6 “among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;”

YLT: “among whom are also ye, the called of Jesus Christ;”

Literal Meaning: this verse points out two features of believers:

1) They are “called”. Apparently, if a man is willing to hear the gospel and believe the Son of God, it seems to be of his own will. Actually, if he is not called by God, he cannot make this choice through himself (Rom. 9:16).

2) They “are of Jesus Christ”. It is a transfer of a man’s being saved ---- from the authority of darkness to the kingdom of the Son of his love (Col. 1:13), thus becoming a man of the Lord (Rom. 14:8).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The announcement of the gospel is without limit, for the gospel is the power of God (see v.16), which has the power of spreading life. 

2) We are called according to the will of God. God called us in order to perfect His will in us (Rom. 8:28-30). Therefore, our life has orientation and goal.

3) We are not of our own (1Cor. 6:19), but of Jesus Christ. Therefore, if we live, we live unto the Lord. If we die, we die unto the Lord (Rom. 14:8).

Rom. 1:7 “To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ”

YLT: “to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called saints; Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ!”

Meaning of Words: “grace”: favor, joy, liberality, pleasure, thanks; 

Literal Meaning: “to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints”, this verse shows the position of believers:

1) Who are “in Rome”; After God has saved us, He does not make us depart out of this world unto the heaven, but lets us remain on the earth in different places to bear witness of the glory of the Lord.

2) Who are “beloved of God”; God chose and preordained us before the foundation of the world in love so that we can be called the children of God (Eph. 1:4-5; 1John 3:1).

3) Who are “called” by God; According to the selection and predestination of God before the foundation of the world, God called us by the gospel in time (2The. 2:14).

4) Who are “sanctified” (the meaning of “being saints” in the original). The calling of God makes us be separated and sanctified from the world unto God (2Cor. 6:14-18).

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” ---- Grace is the free gift bestowed by God. The greatest grace for men is that they can possess and enjoy God Himself. “Peace” does not refer to peaceful and smooth environment, but quite and restful mood in one’s heart. In other words, peace is a kind of mood of those who have already enjoyed God’s salvation, which brings peace between God and men, and men themselves. 

“From God our Father”, it shows that God the Father is the origin of grace and peace. We believers are vessels of enjoying grace and peace.

“And the Lord Jesus Christ”, Paul presented God the Father and the Lord Jesus as a pair of appositives. Here, it mentions the Lord Jesus, for we can only enjoy grace and peace through Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This gospel is bestowed to all the “beloved ones of God”, which unveils that the gospel is produced because of the love of God. This gospel is planed with the purpose of satisfying the love of God.

2) That men can be saved by grace is due to the love of God. God’s love is the only motivation and origin. It is by no means because of men’s qualifications or conditions.

3) All those who are saved are called to be saints. It is all because of the calling of God that we can be saved and be separated to be saints.

4) All Christians are saints ---- who are “separated” unto God in standing, and are in the process of “being sanctified” through the working of the Holy Spirit in experience.

5) Unless we have realized that we are “saints” and what honorable and important position and nature we have in the Lord, we cannot live the separated and triumphant life on the earth.

6) A separated Christians should still seek to be holy in life. Because God is holy, all those who are of Him should also be holy (Lev. 19:2). Therefore, we should purify us and seek to be sanctified (2Tim. 2:21).

7) God’s grace is the premise of us to obtain peace. He who has not received the grace of God shall never obtain true peace. According to the wickedness of us before God, we are only worthy of being punished and suffering troubles.

8) Grace has been in connection with our salvation, and peace relates to our life. In other words, grace is the source of peace, and peace is the fruit of grace. It is impossible for men to have peace without seeking God’s grace earlier.

9) Grace and peace are of God given to us by God through the Lord Jesus. We can only enjoy the grace and peace of God unto Christ.

10)  Christians are those who have enjoyed the grace of God, and therefore, their life must have its pleasantness. The Christianity that has no attraction is not real Christianity. 

11)  Grace is a gift that men can not obtain by themselves, for men are unworthy of receiving grace through themselves.

12)  We should not seek peace outside of God. The shortcut of true peace is keeping the will of God.

13)  The “peace” of believers has nothing to do with objective environment and will not be affected by things outside.

14)  “May” every Christian of us be the channel of conveying the grace and peace of God to others!

Rom. 1:8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.”

YLT: “first, indeed, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is proclaimed in the whole world;”

Meaning of Words: “speak”: declare, announce;

Literal Meaning: “through Jesus Christ”, we can only draw near God and have fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. 

“I thank my God for you all”, the gospel is the free grace of God. As far as our nature concerned, we are totally unworthy of obtaining the gospel, but we are still bestowed the mercy (1Tim. 1:16). Considering our strength, we are unable to believe the gospel by ourselves, but God becomes to be our leader of faith (Heb. 12:2). Therefore, the result of the gospel is to make men give thanks to God.

  “That your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world”, “the whole world”, it referred to all the places where the gospel was covered.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Some people like to fix their eyes on the mistakes of others and open their mouths to criticize others. However, seeing and praising the advantages of others may be more edifying than criticizing others.

2) There is a dozy heroes in the one who is only worthy of going to the hell. Sometimes, a word of praise may awake him, but criticism can only drive him into rage and disappointment.

3) He who knows how to shepherd the flock may firstly give milk to men and then the solid food.

4) A true servant of God is always concerned about the conditions of the saints before God everywhere. He will rejoice when seeing their growth in life and pray for them when they are confronted with difficulties. 

5) It is worthy of preaching the Christians’ life witness of faith, because such witness can encourage the faith of others as well as glorify God.

Rom. 1:9 “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers, ”

YLT: “for God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the good news of His Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you,”
Literal Meaning: “in the gospel of His Son”, namely, the gospel of God (see v.1) ---- it is the realm and content of Paul’s serving God.

“Whom I serve with my spirit”, “serve”, the word means among the Jews the ministration of priests in the Holy Temple. It pointed that Paul served God in the Spirit and through the Spirit.

“For God is my witness that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers”, “God is my witness”, he does not boast of himself, but testifies that God is his witness. “Without ceasing”, it did not mean the prayer occupied the whole twenty-four hours in a day, but that he prayed for them frequently without disremembrance. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Serving God can never be separated from worshiping God (see Phil. 3:3; Heb. 9:9; 10:2). Therefore, the work of serving God shall be started from the spirit.

2) The true significant service is neither the outward works nor religious assignments ---- holding various ceremonies unceasingly, reciting many scriptures and prayers rigidly ---- but being immersed in zealous prayers in full faith.

3) We shall not only preach the gospel with our mouths and feet, but also preach the gospel and serve God in spirit, for God is a spirit. Therefore, we shall be in newness of spirit and serve Him in spirit and truth, and not in oldness of letter (John 4:24; Rom. 7:6).

4) We shall serve God according to the feeling in our inner part, namely, the feeling in one’s spirit, not our affection or thoughts. If the origin of our service is wrong, even though the things are done, it will still not please God.

5) The true service unto God shall only be through the spirit instead of one’s nature or flesh, and take the Son of God as the central content only instead of any other model.

6) The announcement of the gospel is a service unto God, which demands our spirit more than our soul and body. Therefore, it is not persuasion by reasoning, but deep calls unto deep (Ps. 42:7). Only that comes out of one’s spirit will reach into others’ spirits, evoking spiritual concordance.

7) To pray for others is the right and responsibility of Christians. We shall also bring our relatives’ names or other Christians’ names to the throne of grace.

8) We may commonly pray for those whom we draw near frequently or we are familiar with, but those whose hearts are large and who have great love (2Pet. 1:7) will pray for all the churches and all the saints.

9) Paul was concerned about the assembly in Rome, which could be seen from his unceasing prayer for them. Whether we care about the works of the assembly can be measured by whether we pray for her unceasingly.

10)  The true condition of our spirit may not be made known to others, but cannot be hidden toward God. Therefore, God is the best witness of our spiritual conditions.

Rom. 1:10 “making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you.”

YLT: “always in my prayers beseeching, if by any means now at length I shall have a prosperous journey, by the will of God, to come unto you,”

Literal Meaning: “in the will of God”, the gospel is a great matter in the mind of God. The plan and dispensation of the gospel are according to His will, so are the announcement and popularization of the gospel. 

  “At last I may find a way to come to you”, it contains the meaning of “being brought to you smoothly” in the original.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The will of God can be known through prayer so that the announcement of the gospel will be effective. Therefore, the way of preaching the gospel shall be paved by prayers. Prayers first, and ministry of the words afterwards (Acts 6:4), and thus the words will be powerful.

2) Though Paul had his own will of his route ---- “now”, “at last”, he knew that he was still influenced by the environment ---- “a way”. What was more important was that he committed himself fully unto the will of God ---- “in the will of God”.

3) If an evangelist wants to preach the gospel to someone in some place, though it seems to be a desire from God, he shall still pray to God and commit this desire to God and let God direct his steps (Jer. 10:23).

4) No matter what place a Christian wants to go, he shall firstly seek the will of God instead of acting on his own (James 4:13-15).

5) What Paul prayed was not that the will of God had to match up his plan and route, but that his plan and route had to meet the will of God closely.

Rom. 1:11 “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established-- ”

YLT: “for I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, that ye may be established;”

Literal Meaning: “that I may impart to you some spiritual gift”, the spiritual gifts in the Book of Romans were not supernatural power, but gifts of teaching and government and etc. (see Rom. 6:8). Therefore, here it by no means refers to the so-called “second blessing” of the charismatic Christians ---- given by putting one’s hands on men (see 2Tim. 1:6). Here, it means making believers grow in spiritual life and be strengthened in faith by teaching God’s words to them. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All the workers of God should take the responsibility of making believers be strengthened in faith instead of seeking to be honored by them.

2) We should see all the believers in the bowel of God. No matter those whom we bring to the Lord or other ones whom others bring to the Lord, they shall be both regarded as the children of God in the house of God and belong to the flock of the Lord. Therefore, we should earnestly care about them.

3) From this verse, we can see that there was not the so-called idea of “domain”, namely, a certain local church receives only the guidance of a certain man or group, in the early church. 

4) The principle of this verse can also be applied in the service of the announcement of the gospel:

a) The one who preaches the gospel shall not only be of no sense of shame (v.16), but also take the responsibility of imparting spiritual gifts to others.

b) The gospel not only brings material and immaterial blessings to men on the earth, but also enables men to obtain every spiritual blessing in the heaven (Eph. 1:3), namely, to obtain the spiritual glory in mystery that God had prepared for men. 

5) Men shall be strengthened in spirit by only obtaining and tasting the riches of the glory of God.

Rom. 1:12 “that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. ”

YLT: “and that is, that I may be comforted together among you, through the faith in one another, both yours and mine.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There is a mysterious union and response of faith (Titus 1:4; 2Pet. 1:1; 2Cor. 4:13) between the preacher of the gospel and the receiver of the gospel.

2) The result of preaching the gospel is to make the preacher of the gospel and the receiver of the gospel enjoy the benefits of the gospel together (1Cor. 9:23).

3) Paul never thought he did not need the help of other saints. Those who serve the Lord shall not only often prepare for supplying others but also prepare for receiving the provision from others.

4) The relation between the evangelists and all the believers is not a nonreciprocal one of provision, but a bidirectional one. Therefore, the evangelists should also learn to be humble, thus being benefited from the fellowship with others.

5) “Iron is sharpened by iron; so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend (Pro. 27:17)”. Teaching benefits teacher and student alike. Believers in the assembly can always find comfort and encouragement from each other, and everyone can mutually discover precious things from others.

6) Only the faith that we hold can confirm our faith and comfort our spirit.

7) The true and sweet fellowship among all the saints comes from the knowledge of and faith in Christ. Actually, the difficulties of the fellowship among the saints and the division in the assembly are often caused by the lack of the knowledge of Christ. Therefore, the more we seek the knowledge of Christ, the truer and deeper fellowship among the saints will be.

Rom. 1:13 “Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. ”

YLT: “And I do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, that many times I did purpose to come unto you -- and was hindered till the present time -- that some fruit I might have also among you, even as also among the other nations.”

Literal Meaning: “that I often planned to come to you”, he “often planned” it, but he had not done it, showing that he was hindered by the environment and yet he did not give up.

“That I might have some fruit among you also”, “fruit” is the manifestation and expression of the inner life. The condition of the tree will decide the condition of its fruit (see Matt. 7:17). Paul here compared preaching the gospel to gain men with bearing fruit.

There are at least the four kinds of “fruit” that Christians may bear as below:

1) The fruit in life ---- the natural expression of God’s life, namely, making men see God or Christ Himself (see Matt. 7:20; 1Tim. 3:16; Phil. 1:20);

2) The fruit in walking ---- the natural expression of God’s nature, namely, manifesting many good virtues (see Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 5:9; Phil. 1:10; James 3:17-18);

3) The fruit in works ---- bring men to the Lord (see Rom. 1:13);

4) The fruit of lips ---- offer the sacrifice of praise to God (see Heb. 13:15);

“Just as among the other Gentiles”, obviously, gentiles occupied most of the believers in the assembly in Rome.

“But was hindered until now”, the reasons for the hindrance of Paul’s desire might be:

1) Others places had more urgent need.

2) He had not found proper time and opportunity.

3) The direct prohibition of the Spirit (see Acts. 16:6-7);

4) The hindrance of Satan (see 1The 2:18);

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Here the words like, “often planned”, “without ceasing” (v.9), “always” (v.10) and “long to” (v.11), showed that Paul was earnest in the matter of preaching the gospel to Romans instead of planning it randomly or routinely. The announcement of the gospel should be out of the burden in us.

2) When we seek the will of God, though we have to consider the manifestation and proof in the environment, the factor in the environment is not the only element of God’s guidance, for the burden and guidance in us are also rather important.

3) The hindrance in the environment does not mean God’s prohibition. The will and guidance of God relates to the time. If it is not fulfilled, it may be done in other time.

4) Someone quotes the words in the Book of James partially and holds that Christians should not have plan in their conduct but only look unto the guidance of God (see James 4:13-15). Actually, it is misunderstanding of the Bible. Christians may have their plans, but should rely on God’s guidance in their plans and performance.

Rom. 1:14 “I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. ”

YLT: “Both to Greeks and to foreigners, both to wise and to thoughtless, I am a debtor,”

Literal Meaning: “Greeks”, it referred to the gentiles who lived in the Greek way of life or spoke Greek in the Roman Empire at that time. They had high level of culture, so here they represented the civilized people.

“And to barbarians”, they were the people who language was hard to understand, namely, those who had not influenced by Greek culture. Therefore, they stood for the uncivilized people.

“Both to wise and to unwise”, they had intellectual distinction, having nothing to do with the civilized level.  

  “I am a debtor both to…”, it had dual meanings in Greek. To a debtor, he might often have a feeling of burden in his heart. However, when his debt was paid, he would feel as if relieved of a heavy load and be comfortable. Paul thought he was a debtor to all kinds of people. On one hand, he had the responsibility of preaching the gospel to them. On the other hand, he would obtain from them the benefit of preaching the gospel to them.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The announcement of the gospel is open to all, all men are the object of the preaching of the gospel, for God desires that all men should be saved (2Tim. 2:4) and is unwilling that any should perish (2Pet. 3:9). For this sake, we have the responsibility of making everyone hear the gospel. Otherwise, we shall be like a debtor who has always the feeling of iniquity and cannot be free. 

2) The Lord Jesus is the preserver of all those that believe. He treats all men alike, no discrimination in race, class, education, culture and etc. There should be no division in the body (1Cor. 1:10; 12:25).

3) Paul thought he was “a debtor to men” concerning the gospel. Therefore, the announcement of the gospel is the duty of us. Just like repaying a debt, the debtor must do it. 

Rom. 1:15 “So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.”

YLT: “so, as much as in me is, I am ready also to you who in Rome to proclaim good news,”

Literal Meaning: “as much as is in me, I am ready”, “ready” means that one has the spirit of gospel ---- whatever he does, he labors at it heartily (Col. 3:23). “As much as in me”, it indicates that one has devoted himself all to the gospel of Christ without any reservation. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God only asks every preacher of the gospel do his own utmost. God has never set a high standard and only those who have reached the standard can preach the gospel for Him. Otherwise, the mission of the gospel cannot be fulfilled by any believer. 

2) Every one who is disposed to devote himself to the Lord will be used by the Lord in the ministry of the announcement of the gospel. 

3) He who preaches the gospel shall be gladly spend and be utterly spent for the souls of men (2Cor. 12:15).

Rom. 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. ”

YLT: “for I am not ashamed of the good news of the Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation to every one who is believing, both to Jew first, and to Greek.” 
The Background: “for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ”, to preach the gospel is to preach the Nazarene Jesus. Nazareth was despised by the Jews at that time (see John. 1:46). The Jews were the second civilian in Roman Empire and were also despised by the Romans. Therefore, if one is not in the power of the Spirit, it is hard to avoid the sense of shame.

Literal Meaning: “for I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ”, the word “for” revealed one reason that Paul preached the gospel so earnestly. Paul was despised and mocked everywhere for the purpose of preaching the gospel. However, he felt honored of the gospel. It unveils that the gospel has a kind of power that makes men able to overcome all the opposition and resistance. 

  “For it is the power of God”, it shows that the gospel is the power of God that can overcome everything. The gospel can save every sinner in the world (1Tim. 1:15-16), and can deliver men from all the sins (Matt. 1:21). 

“To salvation for everyone who believes”, the preposition “to” (“eis” in Greek) in the verse shows the immediate effect of the salvation.

  “Save”, it indicates that men are just in the brink of death and can not save themselves. They are in dire need of a super mighty one, namely, God, to save them. God would save men and has already prepared the salvation for men and has sent preachers of the gospel to declare His salvation. Therefore, now the problem does not lie in God, but in men.

“To salvation for everyone who believes”, it shows that “believing” is the only condition of receiving the gospel and that God cannot refuse to save those who have believed. He who wants to obtain the salvation has to receive the gospel. To believe is the only way of receiving the gospel ---- to believe Jesus is Christ and is the Son of God (John 20:31). To receive Him in spirit is to believe Him (John. 1:12 in the original). 

“For the Jew first and also for the Greek”, “the Jew first”, because salvation comes from the Jews (John 4:22); “and also for the Greek”, the Greek here represents all the gentiles, showing that the gospel of God is also prepared for all the nations (see v.5). “First…and also…”, it is the order of time, not importance. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we want to preach the gospel, we should be not ashamed of the gospel. Therefore, we should have the spirit of the gospel. If we have possessed the spirit of the gospel, we shall not only be not ashamed of the gospel, but also take it as an honor. If believers have not taken the gospel as the most glorious thing, they will naturally have the sense of shame and be afraid of being despised by others.

2) Satan often makes believers feel ashamed when they are preaching the gospel, especially when they start to learn to preach the gospel. If we have really known the glory of the gospel and have personally tasted the goodness of the gospel, we will say that “we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ” like Paul.

3) We may often think in our mind that some kind of men is easy to be saved, but some is impossible to be saved. However, the gospel of God is the “salvation for everyone who believes”, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes. There is nothing to hard to God. We should have such faith to preach the gospel to man, no mater whom he is. 

4) If we have really know that “the gospel is the power of God” ---- the power of God that makes Christ break through the death and rise and ascend to the heaven (v.4; see Eph. 1:20), we will not ask for other power ---- encouragement of men or physical methods and etc. ---- when we are preaching the gospel. If what we have preached and testified is purely the Son of God, the risen Christ, the gospel Himself will bring forth enormous power to save “all those who believe”, from the Jews to the nations.

5) The announcement of the gospel does not depend on men’s own power, but the power of the gospel Himself. Therefore, we shall be bold to preach the gospel. Otherwise, no one can preach the gospel, because he who thinks he is incapable has no courage to do it, and he who thinks he is capable yet puffs up and is unwilling to do it, and consequently the gospel would not be preached out!

6) “To salvation for everyone who believes”, God desires that all men should be saved, but the salvation only comes to those who believe. To believe is the way of obtaining the salvation of God.

Rom. 1:17 “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." ”

YLT: “For the righteousness of God in it is revealed from faith to faith, according as it hath been written, `And the righteous one by faith shall live,'”

Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows that this verse is the explanation of verse 16 ---- why the gospel can save “all those who believe”.

  “In it the righteousness of God is revealed”, “righteousness”, it indicates that the precondition of men’s “right” relationship with God is the satisfaction of the righteous demand of God.

  “Righteousness of God” is different from “righteousness of man”. Righteousness of man is to meet the righteous demand of God through man’s own power and deeds. Righteousness of God is God Himself comes to meet the righteous demand of God and then gives the justified standing to those who believe freely. Strictly speaking, there is not a righteous in the world, not even one. By works of law no flesh shall be justified before God (Rom. 3:10, 20). However, the gospel tells men that the Son of God Christ has satisfied the righteous demand of God on the cross, and if a man receives Him, he will be his righteousness (1Cor. 1:30) and makes man has be made the righteousness of God in Him (2Cor. 5:21). Therefore, the gospel has manifested the righteousness of God (Rom. 3:25-26).

“From faith to faith”, or “in the principle of faith”; it indicates that the righteousness of God revealed by the gospel is given to men according to the principle of faith (Phil. 3:9). “From faith to faith”, it unveiled that we were justified by faith (Rom. 5:1l Gal. 3:8) when we had just been saved and we could not leave the principle of faith after we had been saved. The former is the objective justification on the standing, and the latter is the subjective one in our experience, so faith shall be also perfected by the works of faith (James 2:22, 24). In a word, the righteousness is entered by faith ---- which is the beginning, and is continued by faith ---- which is the way, and is fulfilled by faith ---- which is the end. 

“As it is written, "The just shall live by faith."” “The just shall live by faith.” ---- It is quoted from the Book of Habakkuk (2:4), carrying two meanings therein: first, man is justified by faith, so is delivered from death and live before God (Gal. 3:11, 12). Secondly, since we believers have already justified by God, we should still live before God by faith (Heb. 10:38-39). One is “being quickened” when one had just been saved, and the other is “living by faith” after one has been saved.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Faith that enables men to be justified is a kind of faith that can still increase. It is of the realm of life.

2) That we can live before God is fully due to the faith in and obedience of the risen Lord. 

Rom. 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,”

YLT: “for revealed is the wrath of God from heaven upon all impiety and unrighteousness of men, holding down the truth in unrighteousness.”

Meaning of Words: “suppress”: retain, hold, withhold; “truth”: reality;

Literal Meaning: “for the wrath of God”, “the wrath of God”, it is the reaction of God to men’s offending His will and holy nature. The word “for” points out the reason for men’s need for the gospel ---- since men have offended God, the wrath of God on men is like the impending thunder. Therefore, the salvation is seriously needed for men to reverse the situation 

“Is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men”, two aspects of sins have made men offend God:

1) “Ungodliness”, be ungodly before God ---- men do not glorify Him as God, neither are thankful, but change the glory of the incorruptible God into likeness of an image (v.21-25).

2) “Unrighteousness”, be unjust before both God and among men ---- they are unjust and unmerciful and disobey the holiness and righteousness of the nature of God (v.26-31).

The former word “ungodliness” emphasizes the faith, and the latter word “unrighteousness” focuses on works.

“Who suppress the truth in unrighteousness”, the word “who” shows that “godly and unrighteous men” refer to those who “suppress the truth in unrighteousness”. The ungodliness of men before God leads to the unrighteousness of men before God and among men. Since men are unrighteous, what they have done must be also unrighteous. The result of the unrighteousness of men is suppressing the truth. Therefore, the deprivation of men’s proper relation with God is the root of all sins. 

“Truth”, it refers to the unchangeable truth that is generally acknowledged as well as the perfect reality. God Himself (Rom. 1:25; 3:7) and Jesus Christ (John. 14:6) and the word of God (John. 17:17) are truth. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Paul mentioned “ungodliness” first and “unrighteousness” afterwards, showing that men’s unrighteousness to men is on account of their ungodliness before God. If men are ungodly before God, they will be unrighteous among men. 

2) Men are “ungodly” before God first and then “unrighteous” among men. If the condition of men before God is wrong, their condition before men will surely be wrong too. Therefore, we shall pay attention to our internal spiritual condition before God more than the external moral condition before men.

3) The most serious ungodliness of men to God is unbelief. However, every believer at least has the faith in God and the Savior sent by God, so they have got the elementary godliness. 

4) God has prepared His love to everyone in the world. Those who do not receive it purposefully will surely suffer the wrath of God.

5) “Suppress the truth in unrighteousness”, if the conducts of believers make men misunderstand the truth of God, they will also suffer the wrath of God.

6) Although there are different kinds of men in the world. However, before God, there are only two kinds of men ---- those who suppress the truth and those who obey the truth. If one dose not obey the truth, he will suppress the truth. There is not the third kind of men. 

7) All the deeds of suppressing or opposing the truth are “unrighteous” before God and shall cause the wrath of God.

8) The world needs the salvation of God because of their “ungodliness” and “unrighteousness”. If we believers want to preach the gospel to them, we should be shown of having not any “ungodliness” and “unrighteousness”. In other words, we should conduct ourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ so that we may help others to obey the gospel.

Rom. 1:19 “because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.”

YLT: “Because that which is known of God is manifest among them, for God did manifest to them,”

Literal Meaning: “of God” refers to “His eternal power and Godhead” (see v.20).

  “What may be known of…is manifest in them”, there is the instinct of knowing God in the spirit of men, because the spirit in men is created by God for men to touch, worship and feel Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though we can not know all that is of God fully, at least, God has revealed Himself to us slightly, thus making us have some knowledge of Him.

2) Our knowledge of God is not external knowledge, but internal consciousness. It does not stem from logical reasoning, but inner revelation of God.

3) The Scriptures are not the only origin of our knowledge of God, because God not only speaks to us by the written words, but also by various men, matters and things.

4) Many times, believers lack the knowledge about spiritual things. It is not because God has not enlightened or revealed them, but their hearts are not upright (see Matt. 13:14-15).

5) Those who are proud have no God in them. Christians who consider themselves always right cannot understand the will of God.

Rom. 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, ”

YLT: “for the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world, by the things made being understood, are plainly seen, both His eternal power and Godhead -- to their being inexcusable;”

Literal Meaning: “His eternal power and Godhead are clearly seen”, “eternal power”, it pertains to the limitless power of God. God’s eternal power can been seen from the creation and existence of all things, such as, the wonderful arrangement of stars and the beauty of flowers and grass. “Godhead” refers to the nature and attribute of God, which can bee inferred from the being and condition of all things, such as men’s conscience or moral human relations, and the common saying like “all men, good or bad, rarely ill-treat their own children” and etc. 

  “The creation of the world”, if men carefully observe the world and all things in it, they will figure out and know the existence of God (Acts. 17:24-28).

  “Are clearly seen, being understood by”, it can be directly translated like this: “being understood…being perceived”. The former word refers to intellectual knowledge, and the latter pertains to visible things, showing that men can know that all the creation of the world is the work of God and the manifestation of God’s nature by observing and meditating all the visible things. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Verse 19 points that “men’s hearts” prove the existence of God. This verse shows that “all the creation of the world” also testifies the existence of God. Amen. If men put aside their prejudice, no matter examining their conscience or observing all the creation of the world, they cannot deny that there is a Master in the universe, who is the God that we believe. We shall worship Him!

2) Though God “is clearly seen”, He is invisible. Therefore, we shall walk by faith, not sight (2Cor. 5:7), nor appearance (2Cor. 5:16).

3) The living environment that we live in contains the law and works of God. All those who are of God should not be indifferent to the environment.

4) The law of Christ’s power and nature is filled in the whole universe. If we have the central revelation of Christ, we will increasingly find that all things are indeed bearing witness of Christ, from which we can also know Him more.

Rom. 1:21 “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

YLT: “because, having known God they did not glorify as God, nor gave thanks, but were made vain in their reasonings, and their unintelligent heart was darkened,”

The Background: in the days of Paul, most of the philosophers idled away their time everyday and were fond of arguing with others (Acts. 17:18). Therefore, the last half of the verse can be translated as: “they abandoned themselves in vain arguments so that they became dark in mind and saw nothing”.

Literal Meaning: “although they knew God”, here “they” referred to men in the world.

“They did not glorify Him as God”, though men knew God is God, they did not glorify Him as God. All the sins are not the fundamental sin. They originate from the sin of not glorifying God as God.

“And their foolish hearts were darkened”, since men did not regard God as God, their hearts became dark. Once their hearts were dark, they would commit other sins.

The three words “because”, “did not” and “became” show the progress of men’s fall and point out the main reason for men’s sins.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The most serious sin of men before God is not taking God as God. It is just like the children in a family do not regard their parents as parents and the people of a nation do not take the head of the nation as the head.

2) The fault in faith causes the faults in morality. All sins of men stem from the sin of not taking God as God.

3) If our “knowledge” cannot influence our conduct, such “knowledge” is of no effect and is equal of “ignorance”. 

4) The reason why men’s “thoughts” became futile and “their foolish hearts” were darkened was that they “knew God, but did not glorify Him as God”. It tells that men shall be bright and calm in their hearts only when they take manifesting Christ and glorifying God as the significance and purpose of all.

5) If man refuses to receive light, he will never be illuminated. If man refuses to see, he will lose the power of sight.

6) Those who do not regard God as God must be dark in their hearts and be totally ignorant of things of God. 

Rom. 1:22 “Professing to be wise, they became fools, ”

YLT: “professing to be wise, they were made fools,”

Literal Meaning: if men rejected of God on purpose, they would become futile in their thoughts and dark in their hearts (v.21). Therefore, they doubtless think they were wise, but become fools.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A wise man can be ruined by the wisdom of himself. If man relies on his own intelligence and resource, it tends to be of no help to spiritual things but bring fool results.

2) God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise (1Cor. 1:27). Though believers speak wisdom, it is not of the wisdom in the world, but the wisdom of God (2Cor. 2:6-7).

Rom. 1:23 “and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.”

YLT: “and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of fowls, and of quadrupeds, and of reptiles.”

Literal Meaning: verse 21 and this verse showed the reason why men went to worship idols: 

1) Though men knew God’s existence in their conscience, they did not glorify Him as God nor honored God’s being nor were thankful to God (v.21).

2) The reason for men’s not honoring God or being thankful to God is the deterioration of their mind ---- from being concrete and sure to being abstract and empty, from being clear and bright to being futile and dark, and from being wise and keen to being fool and dull (v.22).

3) Once men became so fool in mind, they will supersede the incorruptible God by the corruptible ones ---- supersede the glory of God by the images of man, birds, four-footed animals and creeping things, namely, replace God with idols (v.23).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Man, birds, four-footed animals and creeping things”, from men to creeping things, lower and lower. Men even make themselves degenerate to a degree of worshiping the objects baser than themselves.

2) Men will increasingly resemble what they worship. When men know God less and less, it is no wonder that their morality has become more and more decayed.

3) If we believers in the church honor the spiritual giants above what is written in the Scriptures (1Cor. 4:6), it will be like worshiping idols ---- worshiping the corruptible men as God.

4) If we neither honor nor thank the true God, we will surely create our own gods for ourselves.

5) Though the modern cultivated men do not worship the animals as gods, if they degrade their life style to the level of seeking to survive like animals ---- satisfy their own lust by seeking things outside of God, they will still unconsciously fall into the trap of the devil, being equal to worship idols. 

Rom. 1:24 “Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, ”

YLT: “Wherefore also God did give them up, in the desires of their hearts, to uncleanness, to dishonour their bodies among themselves;”

Meaning of Words: “gave up”: surrender, yield up;

The Background: Paul wrote the Book of Romans in Corinth. At that time, there were many prostitutes in the temples in Corinth, for they thought the sexual relationship with such “god-prostitutes” would urge the male-god to have copulation with female-god, thus bringing prosperity to the worshipers’ family.

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, it is after the previous verse.

  “God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts”, “gave up”, abandon something after passing the process from anxiety to grief; Since men had abandoned and rejected God, God had to give them up. God’s giving up men did not mean God authorized men to commit sins, but that God gave men up to choose unrighteousness without restriction. “Lust” means seeking the joy that satisfies men themselves beyond reason. Once men’s lusts are not governed by God, men will be like horses that have no robes, doing many dirty things.

  “To dishonor their bodies among themselves”, the result of men’s lusts is the corruption of their bodies.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God strived (see Gen. 6:3 the original) with men who had sinned before the blood. However, since men began to worship the idols, God “gave up” them and no longer restrained or controlled them in morally.

2) When men chose to refuse the way of God in their will, God would give them up and let them go out of the way. Though God is the almighty God, He does not walk beyond our free will.

3) The most terrible dealing with men of God is “giving up” (v.24, 26, 28). Therefore, it is better to be suffered in the hands of God’s discipline than to be loosed because of God’s giving up.

4) C. S. Lewis said, “The lost men had desired the terrible liberty, and they would ever have it, thus becoming the bondmen of their own. (translated from the Chinese version from the original)”

5) There is a cruel thing in life, i.e. sins bring sins. Sinners who have committed many sins will be more disposed to sin.

6) The result of worshiping the idols is bringing about adultery, which also causes the corruption of bodies. If men have other pursuit outside of God, they will indulge themselves and suffer loss.

7) The first sin that men had committed was not uncleanness in the lusts of their hearts, nor dishonor on their bodies among themselves, but that their relationship with God was wrong. Once men’s relationship with God went wrong, they would certainly commit these sins.

8) These words go after the mention of idolatry in the previous verse. Therefore, we can see that idolatry has relations with adultery. Where there is idolatry, there is adultery (see Num. 25:1-2; 1Cor. 10:7-8).

Rom. 1:25 “who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. ”

YLT: “who did change the truth of God into a falsehood, and did honour and serve the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed to the ages. Amen.”

Literal Meaning: “who exchanged the truth of God for the lie”, “suppressing the truth” in verse 18 just means “exchanging the truth of God for the lie” here. The definite article “the” before the word “lie” refers to the big “fault”, namely, false gods and idols (Jem.13:25), opposite to “the truth of God” (2The.2:11). Suppressing the truth is taking vanity as reality, and turning away one’s ear from the truth and turning aside to fables (2Tim.4:4; Titus.1:14).

  “Worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator”, the certain result of men’s exchanging the truth of God for the lie is having perverted the truth, thus worshiping the creature rather than the Creator.

  “Amen”, means “yes”, “trustworthy”, or “surely”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God abandoned idolaters, for they had first rejected the truth of God and turned to the fault of idols.

2) Not only sinners who do not believe the Lord worship the creation, but also many believers make the same mistake ---- they do not worship the Lord but worship the so-called “spiritual giants” who also belong to the creation, thus worshiping invisible idols without realization. Therefore, we should be watchful that we shall not respect the Lord’s servants not above what is written in the Scriptures (1Cor. 4:6).

Rom. 1:26 “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. ”

YLT: “Because of this did God give them up to dishonourable affections, for even their females did change the natural use into that against nature;”

Literal Meaning: “God gave them up to vile passions”, the “lusts” in verse 24 is different from the word “passions” in this verse. The former refers to unrestricted lusts, and the latter refers to wicked lusts. 

  “For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature.” ---- “the natural use of women” means that women get married to men and establish their family and cultivate their children. “What is against nature” means that women become harlots for the purpose of dealing with abnormal lusts (note that there are also Bible exegetes who interpret “what is against nature” here as women homosexuality)

Rom. 1:27 “Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. ”

YLT: “and in like manner also the males having left the natural use of the female, did burn in their longing toward one another; males with males working shame, and the recompense of their error that was fit, in themselves receiving.”

Literal Meaning: “men with men committing what is shameful”, the adultery in verse 24 is heterosexual. Here it is homosexual in this verse. Some of the leaders in the Christianity ignore this verse and permit or even defend homosexuality on the table. They attribute it to the problem of “genes” in biology. However, this verse clearly tells us that those genes “against the nature” are caused by men’s lusts of the flesh. 

  “And receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due”, the result of men’s such prurience is receiving “in themselves” the penalty of their error which was due (see 1Cor. 6:18). The popularization of AIDS in the modern times is an example of such case. “Receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due”, it is also translated as, “receiving in themselves the penalty of their abnormal deeds which was due”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Sinners should repent and admit their sins and forsake their sins so that they shall be saved (see Acts. 2:38). Likewise, if a gay man or a lesbian neither repents nor forsakes his or her homosexual conducts, he or she cannot be regarded as one has been saved.

2) Everyone should pay a price for his sins in his body and soul ---- disease, guiltiness, the distortion of character and etc. 

Rom. 1:28 “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; ”

YLT: “And, according as they did not approve of having God in knowledge, God gave them up to a disapproved mind, to do the things not seemly;”

Meaning of Words: “debased”: unapproved, rejected, worthless;

Literal Meaning: “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge”, “retain God in their knowledge”, it was translated in the original in this way: “they did not approve of having God in knowledge”, namely, they did not bear sound teaching. Since they had committed their error, the existence of God would surely bring judgment or penalty to them. Therefore, they said, there was no God. 

  “God gave them over to a debased mind”, the word “give up” (see v.24, 26) is mentioned three times here. Being “abandoned” by God is the most lamentable thing. “A debased mind” refers to a corrupted mind (2Tim. 3:8). As the old saying goes, “the inner reality must be manifested in the outer appearance”. Once men’s mind is corrupted, they will be involved in various evil things (Matt. 15:18-19). Therefore, we shall keep our heart more than anything that is guarded (Pro. 4:23).

“To do those things which are not fitting”, “things which are not fitting” refer to “fitting things”, namely, things that are against men’s conscience and moral quality.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is not that men cannot know God, but that they do not approve God, nor take God as good. Men refuse to retain God in their knowledge on purpose, and they do not please the fact of God’s existence.

2) When men do not please the knowledge of God, God gives them up to the condition of life that God does not delight in. Since men do not please God, God will also do not please them.

3) This verse mentions God’s “giving up” for the third time. Men committed sins for the sake of the wrong relationship with God. The more terrible men’s relation with God is, the farther they are from God, and even they refuse to know God on purpose. Once men’s relation with God goes wrong, there will be a surge of sins thereafter. 

4) If men refuse God, they will be fallen into sins, and deeper and deeper (see v.29-31).

Rom. 1:29 “being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,”

YLT: “having been filled with all unrighteousness, whoredom, wickedness, covetousness, malice; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil dispositions; whisperers,”

Literal Meaning: “being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness”, these are the general principles of all sins: “unrighteousness” is the opposite of righteousness. Righteousness is to give what is due to God and men to them, so unrighteousness means depriving God and men what is due to them. “Wickedness” does not refer to unconscious evil, but conscious evil that hurts others. “Covetousness” means sacrificing the advantages of others in order to earn more gains for oneself. “Maliciousness” refers to the one who is totally lack of good and upright character and is filled with vileness, by which all the sins are caused.

  “Unrighteousness” emphasizes more the evilness in conducts; “wickedness” focuses on the evilness in nature; “covetousness” refers more to greed for materials; “maliciousness” is evil schemes toward men, including corruption, viciousness of one’s inner heart, or the venomous mental attitudes of hurting or destroying others.   

  “Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers”, “full of” it is not only full of envy but full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and evil-mindedness.

  “Envy” means that one is jealous of the accomplishments and attainments of others with the thought that they are unworthy of possessing predominant status or possessions than himself. “Murder”, it may be caused by the one who thinks that those who are not profitable to him or harmful to him have no right of existence. This is an action out of a hostile heart, including those what is done in malice aforethought or fierce anger. “Strife”, it is an action out of envy, including emulation, quarrel, discord and etc. “Deceit”, it refers to the action of gaining one's ends by base means, including treachery, skullduggery, fraud and etc. “Evil-mindedness”, it means interpreting the hearts of others in corrupted mind as the worst motivation, including hatred, resentment, bitterness and etc. 
  “Whisperer”: those who speak ill of someone in public

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who are unrighteous are self-centered. They push God and others out of his life and regard him as the center of everything.

2) The love of money is root of every evil (1Tim. 6:10). Greedy men override others to seek their own satisfaction without considering morality or being restricted by justice or righteousness.

Rom. 1:30 “backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,”

YLT: “evil-speakers, God-haters, insulting, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,”

The Background: “boasters” is translated from the Greek word “doctor who traveled widely”, which referred to those who travelled widely and boasted that their art of healing was competent, or the goods they sold were good in quality. They often made an overstatement inconsistent with the fact for the purpose of promoting them.

  “Disobedient to parents”, the Romans at that time, just like the Jews, paid great attention to filial piety for parents, especially “paternal right”. The father held the right of life or death of his whole family.

Literal Meaning: “backbiters”: to vilify someone in secret; it is worse than the whispers. Concerning public slander, there are at least chances for the victim being slandered to raise a protest or defend himself. But the secret slander damages the reputation of others who have no opportunity of defense.

“Haters of God”: those who dislike or hate the discipline of God. Men not only refuse to retain the knowledge of God in their mind, but also hate God in their affection.

“Violent”: satisfy one’s self by insulting others wickedly; 

“Proud”: despise everyone except for oneself;

“Boasters”: to show off one’s self in an exaggerated way; “proud” is more in the aspect of attitudes, and “boaster” is more in utterance. 

“Inventors of evil things”: to satisfy one’s self by inventing unceasingly new evil things or new means of committing sins. 

“Disobedient to parents”: not respect parents nor take the responsibility of taking care of parents; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Antitheists deny God, because if God is true, it will be badly unprofitable to them and they cannot do as they want. Therefore, they turn to be haters of God.

2) Haters of God cannot love anyone except for themselves. Therefore, they will do harm to others.

3) Proud cannot see God, for they are self-centered and think that everything exists for the purpose of satisfying himself.

4) A “boaster” likes to show off his riches and skills before others, thus making others know that he is superior to others. However, we Christians shall not think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think (Rom. 12:3). 

Rom. 1:31 “undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; ”

YLT: “unintelligent, faithless, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful;”

The Background: “untrustworthy”, at that time, the Romans paid high attention to faithfulness. Even a verbal promise was as effective as the written contracts. However, the Greeks at that time would try to pick holes between the lines in order to free from the restriction of the contract that they had already signed.

  “Unloving”, when a child was born at that time, there might be someone who took the child to his father. If the father took the child in his arms, it showed he admitted that the child was his. However, if the father turned aside and left the child and no longer paid attention to him, it showed that he rejected the child. Therefore, in the market of Rome at that time, there would be dozens of deserted children everyday. Obviously, the family affection was rather dim. The renowned philosopher Seneca, the teacher of Nero, wrote, “We kill a rabid dog, and we slaughter a fierce bull. We slaughter the mad cow lest it infect other cows. We also drown the children if they are born weak or crippled” (translated from the Chinese version from the original). Thus, the lack of love of the society at that time was obviously manifested here. 

  “Unmerciful”, the Roman society at that time despised the life of salves. And the Roman laws gave the masters limitless power of dealing with the slaves cruelly at random. Thus the Coliseum emerged in response to that time. They put the slaves before the breast, and the salves had to fight with the beasts in order to survive. But the people just enjoyed the sight of the battle, having no mercy completely. 

Literal Meaning: “undiscerning”: it means that one is too foolish to learn the lessons from his failures by the mind and understanding given by God. It also refers to the absence of moral and spiritual discernment.

  “Untrustworthy”: unfaithful; to disobey the promise, contract or agreement and etc. for one’s own sake.

“Unloving”: have no love to one’s family members; not meet the obligation to one’s family; not take the responsibility for one’s family;

“Unmerciful”: be unable to sympathize with others ---- men’s hearts are too hard to understand the meaning of mercy. 

Rom. 1:32 “who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. ”

YLT: “who the righteous judgment of God having known -- that those practising such things are worthy of death -- not only do them, but also have delight with those practising them.”

Meaning of Words: “righteous judgment”: righteous order, an equitable deed; 

Literal Meaning: there are two features of those who practice unrighteousness:

1) They know what they have done is unrighteous and must be punished by God, namely, the penalty of “death” (Gen. 2:17). However, they even quench the strong feeling of unrest and do the evil without considering the result.

2) They like to ask others to combine to do evil together (Micah 7:3).  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) No matter what men say or think, it does not count. Only the righteous judgment of God is the ultimate judgment on men’s conduct.

2) Intentionally violation is the common fault of men in the world. Education can not decrease men’s inclination of sin, and even increase men’s knowledge and skill of committing sins.  

3) George Bernard Shaw said, “No nation can survive without God”. Likewise, all those who forsake God will be forsaken by God. Their end is perdition (translated from the Chinese version from the original).

4) Men who go towards the way of sin will seldom remember their sins and may also feel joyful for the sake of being accustomed to being kept company with sinners.

5) Sinners often like to commit sins with others together. Therefore, the chances of one’s committing sins shall be spontaneous decreased by keeping distant from the wicked (see Ps. 1:1). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Origin of the Gospel ---- God】

A. The gospel is of God ---- “the gospel of God” (v.1);

B. The gospel is the promise of God ---- “which He promised” (v.2);

C. The gospel is of the love of God ---- “beloved of God” (v.7);

D. The gospel is according to the will of God ---- “in the will of God” (v.10);

E. The gospel is the power of God ---- “it is the power of God” (v.16);

F. The gospel is for the purpose of manifesting the righteousness of God ---- “in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed” (v.17);

G. The gospel is of God ---- “I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world” (v.8);

【The Announcement of God’s Gospel】

A. The vessel for preaching the gospel:

1. Who is “the bondman of Jesus Christ” (v.1 the original);

2. Who is “called” by God (v.1); 

3. Who is “separated to the gospel of God” (v.1); 

4. Who has “received grace” (v.5 the original); 

5. Who is “apostleship” (v.1, 5); 

B. The example of the preacher of the gospel:

1. Who takes “all nations” as the object (v.5);

2. Who “serves with the spirit” (v.9);

3. Who “prays” without ceasing and seeks “the will of God” (v.9-10);
4. Who “has some fruit” in life (v.13);

5. Who thinks he is “a debtor” to all those to whom he will preach the gospel (v.14);
6. “Who is ready to”, “as much as is in him” (v.15);

【God’s】

A. God’s gospel (v.1);

B. God’s Son (v.4);

C. God’s beloved (v.7);

D. God’s will (v.10);

E. God’s power (v.16);

F. God’s righteousness (v.17);

G. God’s wrath (v.18);

H. God’s things ---- God’s eternal power and Godhead (v.19-20);

I. God’s glory (v.23);

J. God’s truth of God (v.25);

【The Content of the Gospel ---- Jesus Christ】

A. Concerning Jesus Christ ---- “the gospel …concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (v.2-3);

B. He is “the Son of man” ---- “who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh” (v.3);

C. He is “the Son of God” ---- “be the Son of God … according to the Spirit of holiness” (v.4);

【The Existence of the Three Persons of the Divine Trinity (v.3-4)】

A. God the Father ---- “His”, “God”;

B. God the Son ---- His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, the Son of God;

C. God the Spirit ---- the Spirit of holiness;

【Why We Need to Preach the Gospel?】
A. Because of Christ’s being ---- He is the theme and content of the gospel (v.3); 

B. Because of Christians’ being ---- who are entrusted to preach the gospel and are debtors of all men (v.14);

C. Because of the being of men in the world ---- whatever of a person one is, he needs the gospel (v.15, 17);

D. Because of the gospel’s being ---- the gospel is a kind of good news and the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes;

E. Because of God’s being ---- God is righteous and will judge all those who practice unrighteousness (v.17-18);

【The Receiving of the Gospel of God】

A. Those who have received the gospel:

1. “Who are the called of Jesus Christ” (v.6);

2. “Who are beloved of God, called to be saints” (v.7);

B. The way of receiving the gospel ---- “salvation for everyone who believes” (v.16-17);

【Paul to Believers in Rome】
A. He thanked for them (v.8);

B. He made mention of them in his prayers (v.9-11);

C. He planned to go to them (v.13);

D. He was a debtor to them (v.14);

E. He was ready to preach the gospel to them (v.15);

F. He bore witness to them (v.16);

【The Knowledge of the Gospel】 

A. The right attitude towards the gospel ---- not be ashamed of… (v.16a)

B. The gospel itself ---- the power of God (v.16b)

C. The purpose of the gospel ---- to salvation ….(v.16b)

D. The condition of the gospel ---- believe (v.16b)

E. The sphere of the gospel ---- everyone who believes (v.16b)

F. The order of the gospel ---- the Jew first and also for the Greek (v.16)

G. The revelation of the gospel ---- the unrighteousness of God (v.17a);

H. The result of the gospel ---- live by faith (v.17b);

【Five Basic Principles of the Gospel (v.16-17)】
A. The gospel is the power of God.

B. The gospel is to salvation for everyone who believes, and there is no difference.

C. The gospel is to reveal the righteousness of God.

D. The gospel is from faith to faith.

E. The just shall live by faith.

【Four Manifestations】

A. The righteousness of God is manifested in the gospel (v.17).

B. The wrath of God is manifested in ungodly and unrighteous men (v.18).

C. God’s existence is manifested in men’s conscience (v.19).

D. God’s eternal power and Godhead are manifested in the creation of the world (v.20).

【The Necessity of God’s Gospel】

A. God’s wrath is evoked by men’s sins in two aspects ---- “ungodliness and unrighteousness… suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (v.18).

B. Men’s sins in the first aspect ---- ungodliness and suppressing the truth:

1. They knew God, but they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful (v.19-21).

2. They changed the glory of the incorruptible God into idols … they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature (v.22-25).

3. “They did not like to retain God in their knowledge… be haters of God” (v.28-30).

C. Men’s sins in the second aspect ---- unrighteousness… in unrighteousness:

1. “In the lusts of their hearts vile passions” (V.24, 26-27);

2. “A debased mind…do those things which are not fitting” (v.28-31);

3. “Not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them” (v.32)

【The Proof of God’s Existence】
A. Men’s hearts proves God’s existence (v.19).

B. The creation of the world proves God’s existence (v.20).

【The Sins of Men】

A. The basic reasons for men’s being condemned ---- reject God:

1. Men denied God’s manifestation in them (v.19).

2. Men denied God’s manifestation in the creation of the world (v.20).

3. Men ignored God’s true and glorious nature (v.21-25).

B. The sinful facts of men in conduct ---- sin against God:

1. The vileness of lusts (v.26-27);

2. The debasement of mind (v.28-29);

3. The corruption of conduct (v.30-31);

C. The result of men’s sins ---- being judged by God (v.32);

【The Sins of Ungodliness】
A. The first time ---- because men changed the glory of the incorruptible God into idols ---- God gave them up to the lusts of their hearts (v.21-24);

B. The second time ---- because men did not worship or serve the Creator, ---- God gave them up to vile passions (v.25-26).

C. The third time ---- because men did not like to retain God in their knowledge ---- God gave them over to a debased mind (v.28).

【The Sins of Unrighteousness】

A. Between men and women ---- the vileness of lusts (v.26-27);
B. Among men themselves ---- the debasement of mind (v.28-29);
C. In one’s conduct ---- the corruption of deeds (v.30-32);

Romans Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Jews Are Also Under the Judgment of God】

H. The principle of the judgment of God:

i. Who judges according to the truth (v.1-4);

ii. Who judges according to the righteousness (v.5-11);

iii. Who judges according to the law (v.12-13);

iv. Who judges according to the work of the law written in men’s hearts (v.14-15);

v. Who judges according to men’s attitudes towards Jesus Christ (v.16);

I. The Jews cannot escape from the judgment of God:

i. They have the knowledge of the law in vain but break the law themselves (v.17-24).

ii. They have the circumcision in the flesh but no reality of the circumcision within their hearts (v.25-29).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 2:1 “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.”

YLT: “Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O man -- every one who is judging -- for in that in which thou dost judge the other, thyself thou dost condemn, for the same things thou dost practise who art judging,”
Meaning of Words: “judge” distinguish, try, condemn, punish; “inexcusable”: cannot be forgiven; “condemn”: judge against;

The background: the Jews often thought that they were exceptionally gifted the right and status by God and were greatly favored by God, so they could not be mentioned in the same breath with the nations. They said, “God only loves the people of Israel among all the nations on the whole earth”; “God judges the Gentiles with one standard, and judges the Jews with the other one”; “all the people of Israel have part in the world in the future”; “Abraham will sit at the gate of the hell and prevent the Israel who have sins from going in”. 

Literal Meaning: “therefore…you are who judge”, the word “therefore” shows that it takes up the conclusion of the last chapter.

  “You” especially refers to the Jews (v.17). Since the Jews always felt that they were specially blessed by God, they judged and despised the Gentiles and thought that the Gentiles did not know the principles of God and lived an immoral life. Paul firstly mentioned in chapter one that the Gentiles were condemned by God, and then in this chapter he listed the Jews also in the sphere that was condemned by God.

  “Judge”, it is the same word as “judge” in verse 12 and 26. God gives the standard and power of judgment to men in order to let men judge whether the things are wrong or right by them, not “judge hypocritically”.

  “In whatever you judge another you condemn yourself”, this is the first reason why we cannot judge others. The standard of judgment on others should also be applied on ourselves. 

“For you who judge practice the same things”, this is the second reason why we cannot judge others. If our own conduct is not better than others, we certainly have no right to judge others.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) God gives man the ability of judgment with the purpose of judging himself and regulating himself, not judging others.

2) Man is fond of judging others by nature. Because when judging others, one can reveal his being right by condemning others’ wrong. However, it is mostly hated by God and will be judged by God’s truth.

3) Our judgment on others today will condemn ourselves in the future. If we fear to be judged by God, we shall forbid us from judging others.

Rom. 2:2 “But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.”

YLT: “and we have known that the judgment of God is according to truth, upon those practising such things.”
Meaning of Words: “truth”: reality, verity;

Literal Meaning: “we know”, Paul often used such expression, thinking that the authors would agree with what he would say later (see Rom. 3:19; 7:14; 8:22, 28; 1Cor. 8:1, 4; 2Cor. 5:1; 1Tim. 1:8).

  “The judgment of God is according to truth”, it has three meanings:

1) Truth means reality. God judges everyone according to his real condition before God.

2) God’s word is truth (John 12:48). God judges everyone according to His word.

3) Jesus Christ is truth (John 14:6). God judges everyone according to Jesus Christ ---- whether a man has received Jesus Christ to be his Savior will decide whether he can be delivered from God’s judgment.

Enlightenment in the Word:  

1) The real condition of a man does not lie in his deeds, but in his words (judgment).

2) Not only do men in the world often commit the error of only being able to say but unable to walk, but also the religionists (Matt. 23:3). Especially the leading brothers in the assembly who mostly like to criticize or judge others practice the same things. They can escape from the judgment of men, but cannot escape from the judgment of God, for God judges according to the truth.

3) Men’s judgment is often according to unilateral, uncertain and indirect proof, but God’s judgment is according to the truth. Therefore, we shall be very careful to avoid making blind judgment before knowing all the facts.

4) In the assembly, if we want to judge a man or thing, we shall pray for God to receive revelation and enlightenment of God (1Cor. 4:4-5).

5) One should take responsibility for the truth that he has known, and need not to take responsibility for what he has not known. We should learn that the purpose of knowing the truth is to practice the truth, not increase the knowledge.

6) The judgment of God is right and just judgment. Only God’s judgment is reliable, for He knows the reality of all things. He can judge according to the truth, without any fault.

Rom. 2:3 “And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?”

YLT: “And dost thou think this, O man, who art judging those who such things are practising, and art doing them, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?”
Literal Meaning: “practice” means general practice, and “do” refers to deliberate doings, which are the habitual works of sins (see 1John 3:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A man usually tends to cover his own faults by judging others and justify himself by criticizing others. In the sight of God, man is weighted by his “doings”, not his “words”. 

2) Any one who knows only to judge others but not judge himself does not know examine himself and change his conduct, so that he can only see mote in the eye of his brother, but cannot observe the beam in his own eye (Matt. 7:3). Such man cannot escape the judgment of God.

3) Though a hypocritically godly man have apparent righteous appearance and condemn the evil doings of others, he cannot escape the judgment of God.

4) God has given all judgment to Christ (John 5:22) in the universe. The standard of God’s judgment is Christ appointed by God (Acts. 17:31). Therefore, if one dares to judge others according to his self-righteousness, he has violated Christ’s authority in God’s administration and overstepped Christ’s authority in God’s predestination. He can by no means “escape” the “righteous judgment of God” “according to the truth” (v.2, 3, 5).

Rom. 2:4 “Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? ”

YLT: “or the riches of His goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, dost thou despise? -- not knowing that the goodness of God doth lead thee to reformation!”

Meaning of Words: “despise”: think against, disesteem; “goodness”: gentleness, kindness; “forbearance”: self-restraint, tolerance, hold oneself up against, put up with;

Literal Meaning: “or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering”, “goodness” refers to God’s attitude toward men, not toward sin. “Forbearance” in the original means the both sides in a fight have temporarily ceased fighting and wait for the surrender of the enemy. God has not executed His judgment immediately for He hopes that men can ultimately repent and turn back. “Longsuffering”, a long breath; it means God deeply sighs for men’s unwillingness of repentance, bears and forbears, and still not judges. He signs deeply and forbears again. “Forbearance” refers to things, and “longsuffering” is towards men.

“Not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” ---- The purpose of God who gives His goodness is to give men chance of repentance (see 2Pet. 3:9). The Jews misunderstood God’s forbearance, thinking that God was unwilling to judge. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who specially condemns others may also know he has also committed the same sins. However, he boasts his peculiar position and God’s special grace on him, so he supposes God may treat him with different attitudes. Such idea is despising God’s goodness.

2) Of course, God has really given preferential treatment to His elect so that they can enjoy God’s abundant grace in this age. However, such status cannot deliver them from the impending righteous judgment of God. Today, God had not immediately come to call to account with us, because He hopes that all of us shall repent in the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering (we believers must also repent and confess our sins ---- see 1John 1:8-10).

3) It is not God’s judgment but God’s goodness that brings men to repentance. We shall love believers in the church who have committed sins, for love can cover many sins (1Pet. 4:8).

4) God shows His goodness by His provision, protection and taking care of in order to bring men to repentance. He “does not wish that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (2Pet. 3:9).

5) If a man’s mind has been changed (“repentance” means the change of one’s mind), his attitude will also be changed and finally his actions will thus be changed. Therefore, every new turning point of every man is started from his heart.

Rom. 2:5 “But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,”

YLT: “but, according to thy hardness and impenitent heart, thou dost treasure up to thyself wrath, in a day of wrath and of the revelation of the righteous judgment of God,”

Meaning of Words: “hardness”: induration (a medical word, such as “arterial sclerosis”); 

Literal Meaning: “but in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart”, it is an expression of hardness and impenitency that one judges others without examining himself and shifts his attention to others. 

 “You are treasuring up for yourself wrath”, it suggests the degree of God’s punishments on a man is according to the condition of his sins that are treasured up. 

“In the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God”, it refers to the day of the ultimate judgment of God. When God finally judges on the great white throne (Rev. 20:11), he is absolutely righteous. Here, it indicates that the second principle of God’s judgment is according to His righteousness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God is a God who judges all men in the world. He must judge the world according to the same principle ---- His righteousness, justice, and there is no partiality with God. There is no man or race that has privilege before judgment-seat of God.

2) Though Paul spoke these words to the Jews (see the commentary of verse one) in this chapter, the principles can also be applied in believers. We shall not think that the wrath of God is only upon the believing Jews. If we are stumbled after we have believed the Lord and we still hard and impenitent in our hearts, though we will never perish because of this, we cannot escape the judgment of God (see Rom. 11:20-22). 

3) “Repentance” is the only way of avoiding the judgment and wrath of God. He who does not repent will surely be under the wrath of God.

Rom. 2:6 “who "will render to each one according to his deeds":”

YLT: “who shall render to each according to his works;”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that the judgment of God is in accordance with men’s “deeds”. Here, every certain person is emphasized.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Everyone has to take responsibility for his own deeds. Except for the redemption of Christ, no one can find another one (even the closest one) to replace him.

2) Though we believer have been justified by faith, faith without works is dead (James 2:17). A living faith will produce the works that is worthy of the faith. Therefore, after we have been saved, we shall still seek the works out of faith (see Eph. 2:10; James 2:22).

3) Whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap (Gal. 6:7).

Rom. 2:7 “eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; ”

YLT: “to those, indeed, who in continuance of a good work, do seek glory, and honour, and incorruptibility -- life age-during;”

Literal Meaning: “continuance in doing good”, note that it by no means indicates that one can be saved by works. Paul does not teach men to be justified by works, but emphasizes that God does justice to both the Jews and the Gentiles (see Acts. 10:34-35). “In doing good”, it has the meanings as follows:

1) “Believing” Jesus Christ sent by God (see John 6:28-29);

2) “Good works” after one has believed the Lord (Eph. 2:10);

3) “Seek for glory, honor, and immortality”;

“Seek for glory, honor, and immortality”, “glory” refers to the manifestation of God (see John 5:44); “honor” means the holy things of God (see 2Tim. 2:20-21; 1Pet. 2:9); “immortality” pertains to heavenly inheritance (see 1Pet. 1:4). There are all that we have to diligently seek after we have believed the Lord.

  “Eternal life to”, “eternal life” does not only mean existing without no end, but also refers to the quality of life, the life of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All those who “continue to … seek” Christ are “doing good”, and will surely obtain “the eternal life” in the end.

2) Men’s “good works” must be produced from faith so that they will have real effect before God (see Gal. 5:6).

3) Our “doings” manifest our “being”. Our being decides our “doings”. On the contrary, if there are problems with our doings, it shows that our “being” goes wrong.

4) One is good, namely, God (Matt. 19:17). Glory is God, and honor is God, and immortality is God Himself. The eternal value comes from seeking God Himself. 

Rom. 2:8 “but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, ”

YLT: “and to those contentious, and disobedient, indeed, to the truth, and obeying the unrighteousness -- indignation and wrath,”

Meaning of Words: “self-seeking”: contention, strife; 

Literal Meaning: “to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness”, “self-seeking”, it means that those who are ruled by selfishness are gathered together with the attitude of being against the truth, not the attitude of believing and obeying the truth.

“Indignation and wrath”, “indignation” and ‘wrath” are different ---- the former is towards “things”, and the latter is towards “men”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Whatever a man seeks, that shall he receive. He who seeks goodness will be rewarded with good (v.7). He who seeks evil shall be rewarded with evil.

2) He who does evil things not only practices them himself, but also has fellow delight in those who do (Rom. 1:32). Both of them are of the same ilk, who colludes with one another. This is the main reason for self-seeking.

3) Men firstly did not obey God and strived with God, finally they became self-seeking. Any division in the church seems to be caused by dissension among men. However, the real reason is disobedience to God.

Rom. 2:9 “tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; ”

YLT: “tribulation and distress, upon every soul of man that is working the evil, both of Jew first, and of Greek;”

Literal Meaning: “tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil”, “tribulation” refers more to the difficulty in the external environment; “anguish” refers to the feeling in one’s inner heart. “Every” means no one is of exception. “Does evil”, it refers to those “who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness” in the previous verse.

“Of the Jew first and also of the Greek”, “the Jews” are the elect of God. “The Greek” pertains to all the Gentiles. This verse shows that God’s reward has its order, just like the order of God’s salvation (Rom. 1:16).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If men have “the wicked hearts of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12), there will be wicked works and thus become “wicked men”. If men’s hearts to God are not upright, it will be naturally manifested in their evil works.

2) “The Jews” can be interpreted as all those who are near God, including believers. “The Greek” represents all the Gentiles who do not believe the Lord. The judgment begins from the house of God (1Pet. 4:17). God’s reward will start from those who are near God, then those who do not know God. No one is of exception, for there is no partiality with God, and He neither cares for any one, nor regards men's person (Matt. 22:16). Therefore, we believers shall be more watchful.

3) Spiritual responsibility comes from spiritual right (see Amos 3:2). And to every one to whom much has been given by God, much shall be required from him; and to whom have committed much, they will ask from him the more (Luke 12:48).

Rom. 2:10 “but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. ”

YLT: “and glory, and honour, and peace, to every one who is working the good, both to Jew first, and to Greek.”

Literal Meaning: “but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good”, “glory” and “honor”, please see the commentary of verse 7. “Peace” is a condition that Christ is enjoyed by men.

Rom. 2:11 “For there is no partiality with God. ”

YLT: “For there is no acceptance of faces with God,”

Literal Meaning: “there is no partiality with God”, it is that “there is no acceptance of faces with God” in the original. “Partiality” is an unjust treatment or judgment by replacing or destroying one’s reality with the appearance. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men’s judgment varies with each individual. One may pick fault with those whom he does not like, but turn a blind eye to the faults of those whom he likes. This is partiality for men.

2) Since the God we believe is a God with whom there is no partiality, we shall show no partiality to each other in the church (James 2:1). How we treat with our brothers is an important mark that whether our faith is real (James 2:14-17).

3) There is no partiality with God, and the children of God shall also be of no partiality ---- he who treats with himself loosely or draws near unto himself and treat with others strictly ---- we should not have such mind.

Rom. 2:12 “For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law”

YLT: “for as many as without law did sin, without law also shall perish, and as many as did sin in law, through law shall be judged,”

Literal Meaning: “will also perish without law”, it does not mean that they will not perish, but that they will not perish according to the regulations in the Old Testament, but according to other principles of judgment (see v.14-15). 

“Will be judged by the law”, the purpose that God established the law was judgment. Whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God (Rom. 3:19).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Sin exists. The most important is whether there is the fact of sin, not whether there are regulations of the law.

2) God’s judgment is according to the measure of men that has been enlightened by God. To the Jews, it is according to the law. To the Gentiles, it is according to conscience. And to every one to whom much has been given by God, much shall be required from him; and to whom have committed much, they will ask from him the more.

Rom. 2:13 “(for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;”

YLT: “for not the hearers of the law righteous before God, but the doers of the law shall be declared righteous: --”

Literal Meaning: God made the laws for His elect in order to let them keep and be justified (Deut. 6:24-25), not let them hear or read only (Deut. 6:4-9).

  “But the doers of the law will be justified”, “be justified”, it means that one is pronounced innocent by God on the Day of Judgment.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who can only heart but not do the law will not be justified like those who have never heard the law. What counts is not only the capacity of the word of God, but also the inconsistency with our actual walk according to the word that we have known (Matt. 7:24-27).

2) Many believers like to take part in the gathering for the sake of hearing the sermon, but do not like to partake in the gather for the purpose of keeping the word.

3) All the evangelists who show disregard for doing the word preach the word for the sake of preaching the word only, and all believers who hear for the purpose of hearing will be the same as the Athenians “who tell and to hear the news” (Acts. 17:21).

Rom. 2:14 “for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, ”

YLT: “For, when nations that have not a law, by nature may do the things of the law, these not having a law -- to themselves are a law;”

Literal Meaning: “by nature do the things in the law”, “nature” it refers to the inherent good nature of man. God created Man in his image (Gen. 1:26-27). Therefore, when man was created, his nature was upright (Rom. 7:29). Later, though man fell, the good nature still remained in him and asked man to do good (namely, “do the things in the law”).

“These are a law to themselves”, the work of the law is written in the hearts of the Gentiles that have no law (v.15). Therefore, things done in the law by nature are a law to themselves.

Rom. 2:15 “who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) ”

YLT: “who do shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also witnessing with them, and between one another the thoughts accusing or else defending,”

Meaning of Words: “conscience”: co- perception, moral consciousness; “accusing”: to be a plaintiff, to charge with some offence; “excusing”: to give an account (legal plea) of oneself, exculpate (self);

Literal Meaning: “who show the work of the law written in their hearts”, note that it is not the law itself but “the work of the law” ---- which makes man know the nature of evil and good by nature.

“Their conscience also bearing witness”, if man does goodness by nature, he will have peace in his conscience. Otherwise, the conscience will condemn him and will feel unrest.  

“And between themselves their thoughts”, it means men’s rationality in their thoughts. “Thoughts” refers to men’s thoughts. 

“Accusing or else excusing them)”, men’s thoughts (or men’s rationality) also has the ability of judgment. If men ponder with their thoughts, they will also be able to judge what they have done are right or wrong.

Men’s nature and conscience and thoughts manifest the work of the law written in men. God shall judge the Gentiles who do not have the law in the future according to this work in them.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God judges according to the degree and condition that men have been enlightened (see v.13-15). To whom has committed much, God will ask from the one the more. The standard to the Jews is high ---- it is according to the law. The standard to the Gentiles is low ---- it is according to their conscience. The Jews shall be judged in light of the law given by God (v.12), and the Gentiles shall be judged in light of their “conscience” (v.15).

2) We Gentiles cannot escape God’s judgment because of being ignorant of the Jewish law, for our conscience will point out our sins. However, thanks the Lord! His precious blood has cleansed our conscience (Heb. 9:14) so that we can live before God with a clear conscience.

3) In the judgment that is about to come before God, everyone will be accused by his own conscience. Men pay more attention to outward actions, but God looks upon more men’s inner hearts. The fault of hearts is more serious than that in our actions. Men’s sins in heart are more than that in actions.

4) There will be a right or wrong feeling behind an action or idea of men. However, conscience is not the ultimate arbitrator. Man’s conscience may be restrained, twisted, numbed or be excessively cautious. However, man should pay attention to the warning of conscience when there is no clear proof of what is right or wrong.

5) In normal situation, men that are created God should be able to make judgments in a “fair and reasonable and lawful” way. However, after men’s fall, they can only give consideration to personal relationship rather than rationality or law.

Rom. 2:16 “in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”

YLT: “in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men, according to my good news, through Jesus Christ.”

Literal Meaning: “in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ”, it refers to the “day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God” in verse 5. God appoints the Lord Jesus to execute the judgment (Acts. 17:31) in God’s judgment that is about to come. “Secrets” refer to the unexposed sinful cases, sins unknown by the people, sins that have not been judged as well as sinful motivations and thoughts.

“According to my gospel”, Christ judges men according to men’s attitude towards the gospel ---- whether men have received the gospel, i.e. whether men have received Christ Himself.

This verse unveils that in the Day of Judgment, there are three aspects of testimony will condemn us: (a) Jesus Christ; (b) secrets; (c) God’s gospel (God’s words).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The light of sun and that of lamp vary in their power, and the effects of their illumination are different. Therefore, the capacity of Men’s conscience is as the lamp, but the Lord Jesus is as bright as the sun that can reveal men’s secrets.

2) Men judges according to the letters of the law, and the object is the outward actions. God judges according to “Jesus Christ”, and the object is the “secrets” in one’s spirit.

3) All that men have done in their thoughts and actions, no matter they are obvious or hidden, will be seen by God. Nothing can be hidden before God (Luke 8:17).

4) Remember that God searches men’s hearts in secret. Therefore, we shall always be answerable and faithful to God. We must neither do for the sake of men nor be answerable to men only.

5) Since believers have received Jesus as the Savior, He dwells in believers (Gal. 2:20). This indwelling Christ has become the living law in us (Heb. 8:10; 10:16), namely, the law of the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2). Believers have magnified the Lord if they walk according to this law. Otherwise, God will require it. 

6) If a patient clearly knows a certain specific medicine can cure his disease, but he still refuses to take that medicine and just ruins himself. He has to take responsibility for himself. The gospel is the specific medicine curing man’s disease (sin) in spirit. If man refuses to receive the gospel, he just has only himself to blame.

Rom. 2:17 “Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in God,”

YLT: “Lo, thou art named a Jew, and dost rest upon the law, and dost boast in God,”

The Background: the Jewish men began to receive the teaching of the law at age five and learned the law. At age thirteen, they became the sons of the law, who had to be answerable to the law and take the moral responsibility. 

Literal Meaning: “indeed you are called a Jew”, obviously, the word in this chapter refers to the sins of the Jews.

“And rest on the law”, “rest on the law”, it means that the Jews boast their law, thinking that the law makes them different from the nations (see Ps. 147:19-20). However, the function of the law was not to let man have reliance, but to make man have the knowledge of sin. 

“And make your boast in God”, the Jews hold that the God they worship is the only true God and others gods the nation worship are false gods.

Spiritual Meaning: if we compare the Jews with Christians and the law with God’s word, this verse can also be interpreted like this: (a) we are in the name of Christians (are called the Jews); (b) we can rely on the Bible (rely on the law); (c) we can boast God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Christians are blessedly gifted the status of the children of God, and also have the word of God to be our guidance of our life. However, if our conduct is not different from men in the world, it will be the additional proof of our condemnation. 

2) God Himself and God’s word are given to us to have enjoyment, not to show off our distinction from others. The real difference of Christians between men in the world is not the external slogan, but the internal reality of life, namely, the condition of life from the enjoyment of God’s word to the natural manifestation of life.

Rom. 2:18 “and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law”,

YLT: “and dost know the will, and dost approve the distinctions, being instructed out of the law,”

Literal Meaning: “being instructed out of the law”, the Jews have been instructed out of the law and know how to serve God in light of the law.

“And know His will”, it does not mean that the Jews have “really” known the will of God, but that they know “more” about the will of God than men in the world.

“And approve the things that are excellent”, the meaning in the original lays particular stress on the positive aspect. It indicates that the Jews have better discernment of approving and choosing the things that are excellent than men in the world. 

Spiritual Meaning: if we Christians apply this verse on us, there will be two meanings as follows: (a) we can know the will of God, for we have the teaching of the word of God; (b) we can approve the things that are excellent.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Christians should search the Bible diligently so as to know more about the will of God. But what is more important is to keep the will of God.

2) The Lord bestows us the ability of discernment to make us prove all things and hold fast the right and hold aloof from every form of wickedness (1Thess. 5:21-22).

3) Whatsoever things true, whatsoever things noble, whatsoever things just, whatsoever things pure, whatsoever things amiable, whatsoever things of good report; if any virtue and if any praise, think on these things and do them (Phil. 4:8-9).

Rom. 2:19 “and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,”

YLT: “and hast confidence that thou thyself art a leader of blind ones, a light of those in darkness,”

Literal Meaning: “and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind”, “the blind” refers to the Gentiles, who do not know God, because the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of them (see 2Cor. 4:4). “Guide” refers to the Jews, who think they know the true God so they know the way of God. 

“A light to those who are in darkness”, “those who are in darkness” refer to the Gentiles, who are “blind” inside and are in “darkness” outside (see Matt. 4:15-16). “Light” refers to the Jews.

Spiritual Meaning: as for our Christians, this verse means: (a) Christians may regard those who do not believe the Lord in the world as blind men and are confident that they are men with opened eyes to those who do not believe; (b) Christians may think that those who do not believe the Lord are living in darkness and they themselves are the light in the world. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we are really men with opened eyes, we shall bring blind men (men in the world) to know God. But if we do not know clearly about the way of God, it will be that a blind leads a blind, and both fall into ditch (Luke 6:39).

2) The light of the truth will be shining if the light is ignited. If we are unwilling to pay the cost or deny ourselves, we cannot illuminate others. 

Rom. 2:20 “an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge and truth in the law.”

YLT: “an instructor of foolish ones, a teacher of babes, having the form of the knowledge and of the truth in the law.”

Meaning of Words: “the foolish”: mindless, stupid, ignorant; “instructor”: trainer, discipliner; “teacher”: instructor; “form”: formation, semblance, formula;

Literal Meaning: “an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes”, “the foolish” emphasizes one’s mindlessness; “instructor”, it contains the meaning of instructing others in conduct of life by setting himself as an examples; “babes”, who refer to those who are insufficient in learning (see Eph. 4:14); “teacher”, who focuses on the teaching concerning knowledge.

“Having the form of knowledge and truth in the law”, “form”, it refers to the vivid appearance or the concrete expression of the image (see Phil. 2:6-7). This part of the verse means that they have obtained considerable attainments in the knowledge of the law and have held the outlines of the truth. 

Spiritual Meaning: we Christians may think in us: (a) the Gentiles that do not believe are foolish and need our teaching; (b) the Gentiles that do not believe are as immature and superficial as babes and need our guidance and help; (c) we have already obtained spiritual knowledge and truth and have reached into quite great scale.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The difficulty in the church today lies in the large number of instructors who teach the letters and knowledge and yet the small one of witnesses who set themselves examples to others by practicing God’s word personally and then teach them to know the truth.

2) How many are the evangelists who can only speak but not walk! However, we shall not despise what that have spoken (1Thess. 5:20). If they can cut in a straight line the word of truth, we shall still be sober and keep the word, but not emulate their deeds (see Matt. 23:3).

Rom. 2:21 “You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? ”

YLT: “Thou, then, who art teaching another, thyself dost thou not teach?”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Christians can not only commit the sins that are literally mentioned by Paul here (e.g. the renowned evangelist on TV appropriates the funds or commits the adultery and etc.) that the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles, but also commit the spiritual stealing ---- supposing that gain is godliness (1Tim. 6:6).

2) How easy that those who know God and God’s word regard them as the “favorite sons” of God and think that God may treat them with more kindness than others. 

Rom. 2:22 “You who say, "Do not commit adultery," do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? ”

YLT: “thou who art preaching not to steal, dost thou steal? thou who art saying not to commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou who art abhorring the idols, dost thou rob temples?”

Literal Meaning: “You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?” ---- The Jews did not worship idols, but they stole the substances in the temple. At that time, it was rich in the temple and the Jews often stole the idols as golden or silver (Acts 19:37). In the Bible, such golden and silver are regarded as filthy and abominable (Deut. 7:25-26). They had fallen into filth and abomination and made God be blasphemed because of this (v.24)

Enlightenment in the Word: Christians may also love the present age (2Tim. 4:10) and commit the spiritual adultery. They also often uphold the Lord’s servants beyond the things which are written in the Scriptures (1Cor. 4:6), but they have just made spiritual idols. 

Rom. 2:23 “You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law? ”

YLT: “thou who in the law dost boast, through the transgression of the law God dost thou dishonour?”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The sin will be more serious if one goes against the law as he has known the law.

2) If one makes his boast in the law but has not done the law, he has violated the honor of the law. If we Christians only boast the goodness of the Bible but do not keep the teachings therein, we have just dishonored God. 

Rom. 2:24 “For "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," as it is written.”

YLT: “for the name of God because of you is evil spoken of among the nations, according as it hath been written.”

Literal Meaning: “as it is written”, it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (52:5).

Rom. 2:25 “For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.”

YLT: “For circumcision, indeed, doth profit, if law thou mayest practice, but if a transgressor of law thou mayest be, thy circumcision hath become uncircumcision.”

Literal Meaning: “circumcision is indeed profitable”, “circumcision”, it was the sign of the covenant that God had made with the Israel (see Lev.12:3) as well as the proof of being blessed in the covenant (see Gen. 17:10-11). The Jews afterwards thought that circumcision was the guarantee that God pleased them.  

  “Your circumcision has become uncircumcision”, there are three points that the Jews boast of: (a) they have God (v.17); (b) they have the law (v.18); (c) they have circumcision (v.25). However, they have rebelled against God and violated the law of God. Therefore, it is vain that they have only the form of circumcision outside. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men have the common fault that they often cannot make good use of good things in life but misuse or misunderstand them.

2) Today, we Christians should not pay attention to the apparent form of all the godly signs (e.g. the cover and etc.) while ignoring the spiritual reality.

Rom. 2:26 “Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision?”

YLT: “If, therefore the uncircumcision the righteousness of the law may keep, shall not his uncircumcision for circumcision be reckoned?”

Literal Meaning: this verse may refer to the Gentile believers.

Rom. 2:27 “And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? ”

YLT: “and the uncircumcision, by nature, fulfilling the law, shall judge thee who, through letter and circumcision, a transgressor of law.”

Literal Meaning: Paul here takes the circumcision on behalf of the outward written code, and the fulfillment of the law on behalf of the inward reality. He means: if one has reality inside, the written code will be profitable to him; but if one has no reality inside, the written code will be of nothing and of vanity. On the contrary, if those who do not know the written code have the spiritual reality, they have not only fulfilled the written code but will also judge those who have the written code without reality. 

Rom. 2:28 “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;”

YLT: “For he is not a Jew who is outwardly, neither circumcision that which is outward in flesh;”

Meaning of Words: “outwardly”: apparent; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men in the world judge others according to the appearance (John 8:15) and boast others according to the countenance (2Cor. 5:12). However, God proves men’s hearts (1Thess. 2:4). Spiritual appearance shall not be counted by God before Him. Only the inner spiritual reality shall be blessed by Him.

2) Today, many Christians focus on the outward reputation and works but ignore the inner reality, having a form of piety but denying the power of it (2Tim. 3:5).

Rom. 2:29 “but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.”

YLT: “but a Jew he who is inwardly, and circumcision of the heart, in spirit, not in letter, of which the praise is not of men, but of God.”

Meaning of Words: “inward”: hidden, private;

Literal Meaning: there are several apparent contrasts in verse 28 and 29 ---- outwardly and inwardly, the Spirit and the letter as well as men and God. What men focus on is the outward letter, but God focuses on the inward spirit. God accepts what is done inwardly, not outwardly. God looks upon the heart, not the outward appearance. Only those who do inwardly and have the inward spiritual reality shall pass the judgment of God, thus obtaining the praise of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What have been done outwardly ---- let others him one praying, offering and fasting on purpose ---- are not true. Only what have been done in private are true. Because all those who do outwardly and purposefully let others see them are not true. Only those who do in private are true.

2) All that imitate others and copy others are done outwardly, not inwardly. All that can be done without burden or feeling within, without the provision of the inner life, without the power of life, without prayer, without the fellowship with God are also done outwardly, not inwardly. Only that have been done inwardly are the service of the New Testament.

3) In God’s sight, “he is not … who is … outwardly; but he is … who is … inwardly”. “In the Spirit, not in the letter”; all those who pay attention to “outwardly” ---- the number of believers, the completion of fellow-works, the orderliness of things, the “keeping” of the truth and etc. ---- are living in the principle of the letter. They cannot bear the judgment and will surely be suffered form death. All those who pay attention to “inwardly” ---- the sovereignty of the Spirit, the measure of Christ, the manifestation of God the Father, the reality of the church and etc. ---- are living in the principle of the Spirit. They are bound to be filled with living and full life (see 2Cor. 3:6).

4) Religionists desire to obtain praise from both God and men. If we have received the praise of men, we will not receive the praise of God (see Matt. 6:1-8; 16-18).

5) God seeks men to “worship Him in truth and the Spirit” (John 4:23-24). However, we contrarily focus on the apparent works but ignore the reality in the Spirit.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Principles of Judgment】

A. Judge according to the truth:

1. The word of men may not be true, but the deeds are true (v.1-3).

2. What is done outwardly is not true, but what is done inwardly is true (v.28-29).

B. Judge according to righteousness:

1. The good will be rewarded, and the wicked punished (v.5-8).

2. God treats men with justice (v.9-11).

C. Judge according to the law:

1. As many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (v.12).

2. To those who do not have the law, God judges them according to work of the law written in their hearts (v.14-15).

3. To believers in the New Testament, God judges according to the law (namely, Christ who dwells in them) within them (v.16).

【The Reason Why One Shall Not Judge Others 】

A. “In whatever you judge another you condemn yourself” (v.1);

B. “You are inexcusable, for you who judge practice the same things” (v.1-2);

【The Reason Why Men Cannot Escape From the Judgment of God】

A. Men who judge others practice the same things (v.1-3).

B. Men despise the goodness of God and are in accordance with their hardness and their impenitent heart (v.4-5).

C. Men only hear the law but not do according to the law (v.13, 17-24).

D. Men keep the outward letter only but lack the inward reality (v.25-29).

【God Judges Men Through Christ】

C. God judges according to the truth (v.2) ----Christ is the truth (John 14:46)

D. God judges according to righteousness (v.5) ---- Christ is our righteousness (1Cor. 1:30).

E. God judges according to the one’s deeds (v.6) ---- Christ makes believers have good deeds (1John2:6).

F. God judges according to the law (v.12) ---- Christ is the reality of the law (Col. 2:16-17).

【Seven Great Principles of Judgment Upon Men】

A. According to the truth (v.2); 

B. According to the accumulative sins (v.5);

C. According to the deeds of everyone (v.6);

D. According to the justice ---- there is no partiality with God (v.8-11);

E. According to the condition of one’s “doing” the law, not “hearing” the law (v.13);

F. According to the secrets of men in their hearts (v.16);

G. According to the inward reality, not the outward appearance (v.17-29);

【The Results of Despising God’s Goodness (v.4-5)】

A. Man will not receive the promise of God’s grace.

B. Man accumulates sins for himself. 

C. Man treasures up for himself wrath of God.

D. Man waits for the righteous judgment of God.

【In the Spirit, not in the Letter】

A. The letter requires men to keep the law in the flesh so as to obtain the praise of God (v.17-19).

B. The letter is outward and is done among men, but has no value before God at all (v.25-28).

C. The letter cannot change men’s real condition (v.21-24).

D. “In the Spirit, and not in the letter”, it speaks of the basic principle of the salvation in the New Testament (v.28-29).

E. All that is of the letter cannot receive the praise of God in the Day of Judgment (v.28-29).

【The Reason Why the Deeds of Jews Are Inconsistent With Their Words (v.16-29)】

A. They only know to boast the law, but do not know to do the law.

B. They only know to condemn others by the law, but do not know to restrict themselves by the law.

C. They only know to increase the knowledge of the law, but do not know they have violated the will of God. 

D. They only know to seek honor before men, but have not known that the name of God is blasphemed. 

E. They only know to keep the letter of the law outwardly, but do not know to keep the spirit in the law. 

F. They only know to rely on the law, but do not know to rely on God. 

G. They only know to seek the praise of men only, but do not know to obtain the praise from God. 

【Five Concrete Matters that the Jews Think They Have Learnt From the Law (v.17-18)】

A. They are called “the Jews”.

B. They rely on the law.

C. They boast of the knowledge of God ---- they boast of God.

D. They are guided in the will of God ---- they are instructed out of the law.

E. They know how to judge things so as to discern what is best ---- approve the things that are excellent. 

【Five Cases Surpassing the Gentiles in the Mind of the Pious Jews (v.19-20)】

A. A guide to the spiritual blind;

B. A light to those who are in darkness;

C. An instructor of the foolish;

D. A teacher of babes;

E. They are the form of knowledge and truth in the law;

【Five Faults of the Jews (v.21-24)】

A. They teach another, but do not teach themselves (v.21).

B. They preach that a man should not steal, but they steal themselves (v.21).

C. They say, "Do not commit adultery", but they commit adultery themselves (v.22).

D. They abhor idols, but they show their opposition by the unlawful way of robbing temples (v.22).

E. They make their boast in the law, but dishonor God through breaking the law (v.23-24).

Romans Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Judgment and Justification of God】

J. God’s judgment on the Jews:

i. The unbelief makes the faithfulness of God without effect (v.1-4);

ii. Man’s unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God (v.5-8);

K. God’s judgment on the whole world:

i. The whole world is under sin (v.9-18).

ii. The whole world is under the judgment of God (v.19-20).

L. God’s righteousness apart from the law: 

i. The basis of justification ----the grace of God and the redemption of Jesus Christ (v.21, 23-26).

ii. The way of justification ---- believe but not keep the law (v.22, 27-30);

iii. The result of justification ---- confirm the law (v.31);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 3:1 “What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? ”

YLT: “What, then, the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of the circumcision?”

Meaning of Words: “advantage”: exceeding abundantly above, more abundantly, beyond measure, superfluous; “profit”: usefulness, benefit; 

Literal Meaning: “then”, it refers to verse 28 in the previous chapter ---- “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh” (Rom. 2:28).

“What advantage has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?” ---- Since the Jews and the letter and circumcision they hold are belittled in the previous chapter, then why God chose the Jews? What advantage has the Jews on earth comparing with the Gentiles? Why God gave them circumcision and what was the function of it on earth?

“Advantage” refers to superiority ---- the Jews have their superior status; “profit” refers to effect and benefit, and the circumcision must have its function.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If the advantage and profit are not well cherished, they will be manipulated by the devil to deceive men, thus turning to be the stumbling-blocks of men. 

2) Though Christians have inherited many spiritual privileges (Eph. 1:3), these privileges are not only our enjoyment, but also our responsibilities. We should live through them for God.

Rom. 3:2 “Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. ”

YLT: “much in every way; for first, indeed, that they were intrusted with the oracles of God;”

Meaning of Words: “chiefly”: firstly; “commit”: entrust; put in trust with; 

Literal Meaning: “much in every way”! ---- It means that all the works of God have great advantages. God never does vain works. Note that Paul only mentions one advantage of the Jews in this chapter. The rest ones, please refer to verse 4 to 5 in chapter nine. 

“Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God”. ---- “The oracles of God” refers to the Old Testament. “Be committed”, it is a kind of entrustment out of faith. 

Among those many things profitable to men done by God, the most important is that God entrusted His oracles ---- the Scriptures ---- to men (Heb. 1:1). God’s word is the expression of God, through which man can know God Himself and God’s will.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) God “entrusted” His oracles to men, which meant that God entrusted the revelation of His will and counsel to us. What great honor!

2) Mission brings about responsibility. The one to whom the mission is entrusted should take the responsibility and search the word of God diligently. Otherwise, the will of God can not be spoken and the plan of God cannot be fulfilled.

Rom. 3:3 “For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? ”

YLT: “for what, if certain were faithless? shall their faithlessness the faithfulness of god make useless?”

Literal Meaning: “for what if some did not believe?” ---- It seems that there is a word of question between the second verse to the third verse, murmurings in hearts without being declared. Therefore, Paul here gives the answer to hidden discussions. Men may say disdainfully that though God committed His oracles to the Jews, they had not enjoyed the advantage because of unbelief. 

“Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?” ---- Paul’s answer to the previous question is: “if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself (2Tim. 2:13). Men’s unbelief cannot make the faithfulness of God without effect.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God is faithful. His word must be fulfilled. He who trusts in Him shall never be ashamed (Rom. 9:28, 33).

2) Since God is faithful, we shall “not fear, but believe” (Mark 5:36).

Rom. 3:4 “Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged." ”

YLT: “let it not be! and let God become true, and every man false, according as it hath been written, `That Thou mayest be declared righteous in Thy words, and mayest overcome in Thy being judged.'”

Literal Meaning: “certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar”. ---- since man was untrue and treacherous and unreliable, man’s unbelief was nothing. The true God will not change Himself because of man’s condition. Therefore, God’s oracles are still operative and powerful. 

“As it is written: "That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."” ---- This is the word of David’s words of repentance after he had sinned (Ps. 51:4). On one hand, it shows that when man breaks faith and makes mistakes, God will judge and rebuke him so as to manifest His righteousness. On the other hand, it indicates that when man schemes to judge God, it contrarily turns to be a chance for God to prove Him. Just like in a court, God always wins the suit. In a word, man can never judge God, because God is righteous.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God’s punishment for man’s sins shows that He is a God of righteousness. Therefore, we shall fear and tremble more. Lest we sin against if we are not watchful enough.

2) “That Jesus Christ righteous” (1John 2:11), no matter when He judges, or is judged, His triumphant righteousness shall be both manifested (see Matt. 22:46; 23; John 18:33-38). 

Rom. 3:5 “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.) ”

YLT: “And, if our unrighteousness God's righteousness doth establish, what shall we say? is God unrighteous who is inflicting the wrath? (after the manner of a man I speak)”

Meaning of Words: “demonstrate”: approve, commend, consist, stand with; 
Literal Meaning: “I speak as a man.” ---- It means speaking like a common man in the world, defending ignorantly and absurdly. 

  Paul here simulates man’s defense. God judges men and inflicts His wrath because of man’s unrighteousness. However, as it is said previously, when God judges and rebukes man, He is justified. Then, does not man’s unrighteousness exactly give a chance for God to manifest His righteousness? Thus, man’s righteousness has its function, doesn’t it? Therefore, God should not inflict His wrath to punish man’s unrighteousness. If God inflicts His wrath, He is not righteous. However, these are words of man’s defense by sophistry. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Speak as a man”, it is usually dead fallacy. Therefore, we shall never parrot what others say, but discern in the light of God.

2) We should seek to the growth of life so that our language, thoughts and mind can be delivered from babyhood and ignorance, thus being able to distinguish both good and evil (Heb. 5:14).

Rom. 3:6 “Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? ”

YLT: “let it not be! since how shall God judge the world?”

Literal Meaning: “how will God judge the world?” ---- “Judge” refers to the judgment in the end; “the world” refers to the whole mankind (see v.19).

  This verse indicates that God’s inflicting His wrath is certainly not that God is unjust. God who is the Judge of all the earth should do right (Gen. 18:25).

Rom. 3:7 “For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?”

YLT: “for if the truth of God in my falsehood did more abound to His glory, why yet am I also as a sinner judged?”

Meaning of Words: “increase”: abound, be the better, enough and to spare, exceed, excel, increase, be left, redound; 

Literal Meaning: the words are the same as that in verse five and six ---- the Jews of unbelief seek reasons for them to dodge the responsibilities of their sins. They say, since man’s faults can more demonstrate God’s truth and glory, God should not judge nor condemn man. 

Enlightenment in the Word: man’s unbelief can not make God’s faithfulness without effect (v.3), and man’s unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God (v.5) and man’s faults manifest God’s glory of truth. God’s throne is settled in the heavens. He is never influenced by man. How trustworthy He is! We just rely on Him in rest.  
Rom. 3:8 “And why not say, "Let us do evil that good may come"?--as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just.”

YLT: “and not, as we are evil spoken of, and as certain affirm us to say -- `We may do the evil things, that the good ones may come?' whose judgment is righteous.”

Literal Meaning: “their condemnation is just”. “Their”, it has two explanations according to the original ---- one refers to those who say these words, and the other is what they have said. Therefore, it can be interpreted from two aspects ---- one is that those who say these words should be condemned, and the other is that such defense of them should be condemned.    

  Such men have distorted and defamed the apostle’s words, thinking that the knowledge of the gospel preached by Paul makes men need not to keep the law (Col. 2:20-23). It just conforms to their words of defense ---- men’s sins help God to manifest His goodness. Such defense perverts the truth of God and proves that they are unwilling to repent to receive the salvation of God. Therefore, they should be under the judgment of God.

  The paragraph from verse 1 to verse 8 in this chapter, on one hand, refutes the defense of the Jews that they shall not be condemned like the Gentiles by God because of having the law of God. On the other hand, it also points out that the purpose of the law is not making men to keep but letting men know God through His faithfulness and righteousness. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Satan usually uses the fallacy of “doing evil that good may come” to deceive men in order to make men sin in self-abandonment. Actually, it is Satan’s scheme of disesteeming and maligning God.

2) A saying goes like this, “the wicked one has the wicked reason”. Even a thief thinks he has his reason right in his sight. However, we Christians should take the word of God as truth instead of trying to justify ourselves. 

Rom. 3:9 “What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. ”

YLT: “What, then? are we better? not at all! for we did before charge both Jews and Greeks with being all under sin,”

Literal Meaning: “Are we better than they?” “We” refers to the Gentiles and the Jews who do not rely on the law (for Paul includes himself into “we”). “They” refers to the Jews who rely on the law. Actually, there is no choice between both the Gentiles and the Jews concerning the nature. 

“Both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin”, “under sin”: under the power and condemnation of sin. Note that Paul has altogether mentioned nine times of the universality of sin from verse nine to twelve (“all”, two times, “none”, four times, “together”, one time). 

Rom. 3:10 “As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; ”

YLT: “according as it hath been written -- `There is none righteous, not even one;”

Literal Meaning: “As it is written”, the words from verse ten to twelve are quoted from the Book of Psalm (14:1-3; 53:1-3;), the Book of Ecclesiastes (7:20), proving that all men in the world have sinned, without exception. 

  “There is none righteous, no, not one.” ---- It indicates that man is wicked by nature and no one can reach the standard of the righteousness of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the sight of man, there is the difference between good man and wicked man. However, in the sight of God, “there is none righteous, no, not one.”

2) Whether a man is “righteous” is decided by whether he has “the life of righteousness” in him. He who does not believe the Lord must have no life of righteousness, and therefore is not righteous. 

Rom. 3:11 “There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. ”

YLT: “There is none who is understanding, there is none who is seeking after God.”

Literal Meaning: “there is none who understands”, it refers to the vileness of man in thoughts ---- man’s thoughts have become foolish and dark (Rom. 1:21-22; Matt. 13:14), therefore man cannot know God and the truth.

“There is none who seeks after God.” It refers to the vileness of man in desire ---- man only seeks to satisfy the physical and mental desire, but does not seek God to make up the vanity in his deep heart. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “There is none who understands”, obviously, men’s understanding is not reliable. Without the enlightenment and working of the Holy Spirit, we cannot understand the knowledge of salvation by ourselves (2Cor. 2:14).

2) The lost man will never seek God through himself. He can only do it on account of the working of the Holy Spirit.

3) We have not sought God, but He has sought us (Luke 19:10). Since He has found us now, we have to come to seek Him (Matt. 7:7-8).

4) What God seeks is the “man” (Gen. 3:9). But what we believers seek is usually not God Himself, but some “blessings” besides God.

Rom. 3:12 “They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one." ”

YLT: “All did go out of the way, together they became unprofitable, there is none doing good, there is not even one.”

Literal Meaning: “they have all turned aside”, it is like the fish that is seduced by the bait, the beasts that have fallen into traps because of the bait and the travelers who have run into the side road by some attractions. Therefore, it refers to the faults of men in the orientation of life ---- men have all lost in the world and have been deprived of goal of life.

“They have together become unprofitable”, it means that the food is too bad to be ate and has not any function except for being cast out. It is then used to refer to the futility of men in function ---- man had fallen short of the will and purpose of God in His creation. Humanity without Christ is perverse and futile. 

“There is none who does good, no, not one." It refers to the corruption in actions ---- no one is willing to anything to glorify God besides his duty. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God Himself is the right way. Once men stopped from seeking God, they have turned aside. The most terrible is they have together become unprofitable. Whenever one does not seek God, He will become a fertile man.

2) In the sight of God, man is created to be the vessel of God. Apart from that, man is nothing. The purpose of man is to be used by God.

3) Sin is a universal problem among men. It is not only restricted in some men or some kind of men that can commit some kind of sins. 

4) “There is none righteous, no, not one” (v.10), “There is none who does good, no, not one” ---- this is the judgment of God. Obviously, it is not because we are better than others that we can be saved, but God’s grace comes upon us for us to be saved.

Rom. 3:13 “"Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips";”

YLT: “A sepulchre opened their throat; with their tongues they used deceit; poison of asps under their lips.”

Literal Meaning: “their throat is an open tomb”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (5:9), indicating the inner vileness of men who spread death and filth everywhere (Matt. 23:27; 15:18-20).

“With their tongues they have practiced deceit”, men are accustomed to deceit and let it become a part of their life.

“The poison of asps is under their lips”, this verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (140:3). Men are manipulated by the devil to transmit toxins that hurt men. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Among the four hundred members of a man, tongue is the member that sins most frequently. Tongue is also the one that is most difficult to be tamed (see James 3:1-8). Because tongue is the expression of the whole person ---- of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (see Matt. 12:33-37).

2) The filth of man’s tongue is because of men’s evil nature. Therefore, when Isaiah saw the vision of the holy God, he immediately felt, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Is. 6:5).

3) If we do not live in spirit but in the flesh, we may speak terrible words and bring about deceit and death.

4) Only our Lord had shown His pure righteousness and absolute victory in word when He walked on the earth, though the enemy often surrounded Him to take hold of Him in language to ensnare Him in speaking (Matt. 22:15; Luke 11:53-54). Oh! He is really God,  the Word in the beginning that is settled in the heaven and never changes (see John 1:1; Ps. 119:89).

Rom. 3:14 “"Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." ”

YLT: “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (10:7), showing that men lack good words edifying others in language. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Voice. If our spirits are filled by the Holy Spirit, our lips will be covered by blessings, thanksgiving and edifying words (Eph. 5:18-19).

2) Word in the mouth of our Christians is the index of the faith in us. The expression of the one who really has faith is the absence of offenses in his words (James 2:26-3:2).

3) We shall pray for the Lord that “set a watch before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips.” (Ps. 141:3).

Rom. 3:15 “"Their feet are swift to shed blood; ”

YLT: “Swift their feet to shed blood.”

Literal Meaning: this verse and verse 16 are quoted from the Book of Proverbs (1:16) and the Book of Isaiah (59:7), showing that man is adept at committing sins and evils and is skilled in escaping the responsibility. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Our feet should not “stand in the way of sinners” (Ps. 1:1).

2) Many believers walk in the way of the Lord slowly, but in the way of the world swiftly. 

Rom. 3:16 “Destruction and misery are in their ways; ”

YLT: “Ruin and misery in their ways.”

Literal Meaning: it points that men’s hands do evil or violence everywhere. They do not only not set their mind on divine services but also bring destruction and damage to others. 

Rom. 3:17 “And the way of peace they have not known." ”

YLT: “And a way of peace they did not know.”

Literal Meaning: it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (59:8). They do not know the way of peace in heart. Men understand nothing about enjoying the rest in spirit at all. 

Rom. 3:18 “"There is no fear of God before their eyes." ”

YLT: “There is no fear of God before their eyes.'”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (36:1). They show that they do not fear God with their eyes. 

  The paragraph from verse 13 to verse 18 proves that a patient at the point of death is examined by the doctor and is proved that he is beyond redemption. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The world is blind and does not know God. Therefore, they totally walk in their will without fearing whether they have against God.

2) The fear of God is the origin of all piety. Once man does not fear God, he will naturally have many vile deeds.

3) Many Christians fear men but not fear God. But he who really knows God fears God and respects men.

4) A fearful thing falling into hands of living God (Heb. 10:31).

Rom. 3:19 “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”

YLT: “And we have known that as many things as the law saith, to those in the law it doth speak, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may come under judgment to God;”

Literal Meaning: “now we know that whatever the law says”, the word from verse 10 to 18 is “whatever the law says”, because the Jews hold the whole Old Testament is the law (see John 10:34).

“Those who are under the law”, it can also be translated as “those who are in the law”, namely, the Jews.

“That all the world may become guilty before God”, the Jews are as sinful as the Gentiles. 
    We can see from this verse that the function of the law is not making the Jews who know the law (namely, those who are under the law) think they are superior, but pointing out the faults of them. Therefore, they can not deny but admit that they are also guilty before God as the Gentiles, and thus humble themselves. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Thank the Lord! We have been redeemed from the law by the Lord. Therefore, the words in the law cannot restrict us. We have not to be responsible for the words in the law. What glorious deliverance!

2) Since we have been delivered from the law, we shall serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter (Rom. 7:6).

Rom. 3:20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”

YLT: “wherefore by works of law shall no flesh be declared righteous before Him, for through law is a knowledge of sin.”

Meaning of Words: “justify”: render just or innocent, be righteous; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight”, “flesh” refers to all men in the flesh, including the Jews and the Gentiles. “Justify” means that God approves men’s deeds according to His righteous standard. 

  This verse is derived from the Book of Psalm (143:2). Since all flesh had corrupted (Gen. 6:12), no one could be justified by working the law. The purpose of God’s granting the law was not letting man do the law, but proving that man could not do so that man would know his depravity and evil.

“For by the law is the knowledge of sin”, this is the conclusion of the previous paragraph, showing that the law is given to make man know his sin and know that he can never be justified by doing the law. This conclusion has repeatedly appeared from 5:20 to 7:11 and is further deduced and extended therein.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The purpose of God’s giving the law was not making man do the law, but manifesting man’s sins so as to lead him to repent and be saved by the Lord’s salvation. 

2) Since man cannot be justified by doing the law, he should early give up the way and no longer expect to change himself but simply believe the Lord.

Rom. 3:21 “But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,”

YLT: “And now apart from law hath the righteousness of God been manifested, testified to by the law and the prophets,”

Literal Meaning: “but now”, the word “but” indicates that it is totally different from the previous condition, unveiling that the gospel of God is the turning point of man’s destiny, because God has opened a new era. “Now” refers to the times of the New Testament. Though in the times of the Old Testament in the past, justification by faith had already been revealed (Gen. 15:6), Christ had not come at that time. Therefore, the righteousness of God will not be firmly revealed until “now”. 

  “The righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed”, “the righteousness of God” is the just and upright nature of God (Rom. 1:17; 10:3; Phil. 3:9). The requirement of God’s righteousness is far beyond man’s works. Men’s righteousnesses are as filthy rags before God (Is. 64:6) and can never reach the righteous standard of God. Therefore, men cannot be justified by the law (Rom. 3:20, 28).

  “Is revealed”, it points that God has already revealed the truth of justification by faith to men. Justification by faith is the manifestation of God’s righteousness. 

“Being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets”, it means that all the records in the Old Testament prove that men cannot ne justified by the law, and can only be redeemed through the salvation of Jesus Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We are often grateful for God’s love and God’s grace, but seldom appreciate God’s righteousness. Actually the righteousness of God is rather precious. If God’s righteousness has not been manifested apart from the law, we can neither receive God’s grace nor God’s love. 

2) Men wanted to do the law to manifest God’s righteousness. However, God reveals His righteousness “apart from the law” in Jesus Christ. It indicates that when the orthodox things have fallen into dead letters or rigid rules, “apart them”, God may often raise fresh and living things that have the reality of Christ to perfect His will. 

Rom. 3:22 “even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;”

YLT: “and the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ to all, and upon all those believing, -- for there is no difference,”

Literal Meaning: this verse illustrates the definition, condition and sphere of justification by faith:

1) The definition of justification by faith ---- the righteousness of God “to all and on all who believe”; we had no righteousness of God before receiving the Lord, but God’s righteousness is given to us through “faith” in Jesus Christ, and thus we are justified before God. 

2) The condition of justification by faith ---- “faith in Jesus Christ”. “Through faith in Jesus Christ”, it means that out faith comes from the Lord (Heb. 12:2) and takes Jesus Christ as the object (Acts 16:31; John 20:31) as well as the sphere where our faith shall be increased and kept (1Tim. 1:14). 

3) The sphere of justification by faith ---- “all and on all who believe. For there is no difference”; no matter the good or the wicked in the sight of man, the Jews or the Gentiles, the wise or the fool, male and female, there is no difference (Col. 3:11; Gal. 3:28; 2Cor. 12:13). They have only to have “faith”. 

    “To all and on all who believe”, “to all and on all”, it reveals that justification is given objectively, not being perfected subjectively. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we all rely on doing the law, it is our failure and should be condemned by God. However, because of the salvation of the Lord who sheds His blood, the “righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe”. Therefore, God does not ask us to do the law but asks us to believe the Lord Jesus. Oh! What great grace. 

2) God has already put Jesus Christ before our eyes, and His death of sacrifice has redeemed our sins and delivered us from the penalty caused by our rebellion against God. Jesus Christ had accomplished all things for us, and we shall enjoy them by faith. 

3) To receive the grace of God is: a) unconditional ---- apart from the law, and man shall believe (v.21); b) unlimited ---- “to all and on all who believe, for there is no difference”.

4) We may often think that we have no “faith” through ourselves, because we have no faith in us. The faith that we have obtained is in the Lord, who is the leader and completer of our faith (Heb. 12:2). Therefore, we should not seek faith by ourselves, but rely on Him at any moment. 
Rom. 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

YLT: “for all did sin, and are come short of the glory of God --”

Meaning of Words: “fall short”: be destitute, lack, be in want, to be later, to be inferior; 

Literal Meaning: this verse shows the reason for the need of justification by faith:

1) “For all have sinned”, in the negative aspect, men have all violated the law and fallen short of the righteousness of God.

2) “And fall short of the glory of God, in the positive aspect, man has not manifested the glory of God according to the purpose that God created man, but manifests the evil and filth of the devil. Therefore, man has fallen short of the glory of God

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The glory of God is the level at which man has to live before God. All man’s deeds that fall short of God’s glory are man’s wanting concerning the level of God’s glory, and therefore those are sins. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

2) The reason why God declares “there is none righteous, no, not one (v.10)” is that He measures man according to His “glory”. If it is measured by the level of morality, we cannot say there is none righteous man in the world. However, if it is measured by the level of God’s glory, at measure of the stature of the fullness of His Son, all the “lack” of men will be exposed. Therefore, he who has not reached the measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ has fallen short of God’s glory in the sight of God and needs the salvation of Jesus Christ (v.24).

3) All that fails to glorify God is sin. And all that makes the glory of God suffer loss is sin. Whenever we fall short of God’s glory, and even when we have one thing that has not glorified God or has fallen short of God’s glory, our fellowship with God will be interrupted and we will suffer loss. 

4) God has created man for His glory. God desires to let man boast in His glory (Rom. 5:2; 1Cor.11:7).

5) Though all men “have fallen short of the glory of God” because of the depravity, they have the full glory of hope in Christ (Col. 1:27).
Rom. 3:24 “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,”

YLT: “being declared righteous freely by His grace through the redemption that in Christ Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “redemption”: to be delivered by paying the ransom in full (it was a word used in the slavery market in the original); “freely”: without a cause, for naught, in vain, gratuitously; “justify”: be acquitted of a charge (a word used in the court); 

Literal Meaning: “being justified freely”, “freely” it refers to a free gift; all those who believe (v.22) shall be justified freely. It does not mean all those who have sinned in the world (v.23) can be justified freely.

  This verse has illustrated the origin, way and cost of justification by faith:

1) The origin of justification by faith ---- “the grace of God”. “Grace” means that man was unworthy of receiving something but now he has obtained. The grace of God is the gift that God has granted to us in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:7).

2) The way of justification by faith ---- “through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”; God is righteous. He can not forgive men’s sins for no reason at all. He had paid the necessary cost to meet His righteous requirement so that He could redeem man through the lawful way, and thus He could justify man.

3) The cost of justification by faith ---- “freely”; Christ Jesus had paid the cost for us in on the cross, so God could not require another cost (repaying the debt of sin) from us. Therefore, the cost of justification is free. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) That we are justified is really not because our deeds are better than others, but totally due to the salvation of Jesus Christ. We have nothing to boast of.

2) If the Lord Jesus had not fulfilled the salvation on the cross to meet all the requirement of the righteousness of God, even though God desired to justify us by His grace, it could never be realized. 

Rom. 3:25 “whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,”

YLT: “whom God did set forth a mercy seat, through the faith in his blood, for the shewing forth of His righteousness, because of the passing over of the bygone sins in the forbearance of God --”

Meaning of Words: “set forth”: exhibit, display openly; “propitiation”: an expiatory place, mercy-seat, an atoning victim; “pass over”: put aside, pass; 

Literal Meaning: “whom God set forth as a propitiation”, here it mentions the first foundation of justification by faith. According to the original, it can also be translated as “God set forth Jesus as “an expiatory place” (or “mercy-seat”) openly. Men were isolated from God after man had sinned and could not draw near to God. Now God has set about reversing the situation ---- He sets forth Jesus as the expiatory place so that God and men can be in oneness in Christ Jesus.

“By His blood, through faith”, both of “by His blood” and “through faith” are used to modify “propitiation”. On one hand, God can remit men’s sins (Heb. 9:22) by the blood of Jesus to meet the requirement of God in this aspect so that God can accept men. On the other hand, man can draw and enjoy the efficacy of the blood of Jesus by faith so as to draw near to God with boldness (Heb. 10:19). 

“To demonstrate His righteousness”, in this way, we are justified by God in Christ Jesus (Gal. 2:17). We also admit God’s righteousness so that His righteousness is perfectly demonstrated. On one hand, it is God’s grace that He has prepared us a Savior. All the works of redemption that He had done on us are out of the grace of God. On the other hand, the righteousness of God makes the salvation fulfilled on us so that God can justify us. The righteousness of God is the principle of His works. He must work in line with His righteous principle. The redemption of Christ has already satisfied His righteous requirement, namely, His righteousness, so that God must justify us. Therefore, that God justifies us is for the purpose of demonstrating His righteousness. In a word, only “justification by faith” is the best way that conforms to the righteousness of God and demonstrates the righteousness of God.

“Because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,” here it mentions the second foundation of justification by faith. If God did not show His forbearance or executed His judgment and penalty on all men’s sins in the past immediately, we would neither have the chance to believe Jesus nor be justified by faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We not only need faith when we just believed the Lord, but also need faith and blood in the way that we still walk with and follow the Lord.

2) Sometimes, our spiritual condition may be good, or sometimes low. However, our condition can not alter our position before God, because we do not please God by our works, but by drawing the accomplished works of the Lord in faith.

3) As we draw near to God through faith, by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus when we are just saved (see Eph. 2:8, 13), so will we need also to come to God with boldness through faith, by the efficacy of the precious blood of the Lord after we have been saved. 

Rom. 3:26 “to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”

YLT: “for the shewing forth of His righteousness in the present time, for His being righteous, and declaring him righteous who of the faith of Jesus.”

Literal Meaning: this verse mentions the third foundation of justification by faith, i.e. “to demonstrate that He might be just”

  “That He might be just”, God is righteous. And God’s righteousness is absolute righteousness. If man knows His righteousness, he will know he cannot be justified by works and will never try to justify himself by works. Therefore, God likes to manifest His righteousness so that man shall know He is just and seek and believe the Lord Jesus. 

  “And the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus”, that God justifies those who believe Jesus means He regards them righteous according to His righteous standard. Actually, according to our own conditions, we cannot reach the level of God’s righteousness and have nothing to be justified by God. But now since we have believed Jesus Christ, God has made Jesus Christ our righteousness (1Cor. 1:30). We are those who have believed on (John 3:16) Christ. We have put on Him in Him, so God has made Him our righteousness. As God has justified Jesus Christ (Acts. 3:14), so will God also justify us (Rom. 8:33).

Rom. 3:27 “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. ”

YLT: “Where then the boasting? it was excluded; by what law? of works? no, but by a law of faith:”

Literal Meaning: this verse points that justification is not by the law of works, but by the law of faith. If it is by the law of works, it shows that justification is by man himself as well as his works, so man will boast of his works that are better than that of others in his eyes. However, here, it points that we are justified by the law of faith which is gifted by God, and therefore man cannot boast himself (see Eph. 2:8-9). 

Rom. 3:28 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.”

YLT: “therefore do we reckon a man to be declared righteous by faith, apart from works of law.”

Literal Meaning: after the deduction and exposition in verses above, we have received a sure conclusion: man is justified by “faith”, not “works”. “The deeds of the law” are the “law of works”. This is a branch road, not the right way. 

Rom. 3:29 “Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,”

YLT: “The God of Jews only , and not also of nations?”

Literal Meaning: here it indicates that justification corresponds to the fact and the principle that there is only one God (v.30), and there is no respecter of persons with God (Acts. 10:34; Rom. 2:11).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Thank God! God is not only the God of the Jews but also the God of the Gentiles. Therefore, He not only saves the Jews but also saves the Gentiles who had nothing to do with Him. How abundant His grace is!

2) God is the God of all men in the world. There is no acceptance of persons with God (Rom. 2:11). We believers of the Lord are the children of this God with whom there is no acceptance of persons with God. Therefore, there shall no be respect of persons with us (James 2:11).

Rom. 3:30 “since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”

YLT: “yes, also of nations; since one God who shall declare righteous the circumcision by faith, and the uncircumcision through the faith.”

Literal Meaning: though both of the Jews and the Gentiles have one God, the Jews are the elect of God (Deut. 7:6) concerning God’s election, whose position is different from that of the Gentiles. Therefore, the prepositions before the word “faith” appearing two times in this verse are different ---- the former, as for the circumcised, is “by (or “out of”) faith”; and the latter concerning the uncircumcised is “through faith”. The Jews are justified on the right position out of faith, and the Gentiles are justified after coming to the right position through faith. 

Rom. 3:31 “Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. ”

YLT: “Law then do we make useless through the faith? let it not be! yea, we do establish law.”

Meaning of Words: “make void”: bring to nothing; “establish”: hold up, stand up; 

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that justification by faith conforms to the principle of the law. The Lord bore men’s sins according to the requirement of the law. He is not come to make void the law, but to fulfill it (Matt. 5:17). That we believe the Lord has met the requirement of punishing the guilty of the law in the negative aspect. And in the positive aspect, the great power of life in believers makes the righteous requirement of the law be fulfilled in those who walk according to Spirit (Rom. 8:4). Therefore, we will not only not make the law void but also establish the law. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Man Cannot Be Justified By the Law】

A.  God gave the law in order to manifest His faithfulness and righteousness (v.1-8).

B.  All the world is under the judgment of God:

1. The Jews and Greeks are all under sin (v.9).

2. “There is none righteous, no, not one” (v.10-12).

3. All the parts of one’s body ---- throat, tongues, lips, mouth, feet, hand, heart and eyes ---- have become tools of sins (v.13-18).

C. By the law is the knowledge of sin and all the world may become guilty before God (v.19-20).

【The Law is the Knowledge of Sin and Cannot Justify Man】

A. The profit of the law ---- to manifest God’s faithfulness and righteousness (v.1-8); 

B. The advantage of the law ---- to expose the terrible conditions of all the mankind (v.9-18);

C. The significance of the law ---- to make man have the knowledge of sin and be under the judgment of God (v.19-20);

D. The purpose of the law ---- to bring man receive the redemption of Christ (v.21);

【Four Questions that the Jews Against the Righteousness of God】

A. Which refers to the profit of circumcision (v.1-2);

B. Man’s unbelief and God’s faithfulness (v.3-4);

C. Man’s unrighteousness and God’s righteousness (v.5-6);

D. Man’s sins and God’s glory (v.7-8);

【The Absoluteness of God’s Nature (Requiring Nothing to Prove His Being)】

A. The oracles of God are absolute (v.2).

B. The faithfulness of God is absolute (v.3).

C. The righteousness of God is absolute (v.5).

D. The truth of God is absolute (v.7).

E. The glory of God is absolute (v.7).

【The Wrong Proof of Doing Evil that Good May Come】

A. Man’s unbelief cannot make the faithfulness of God without effect (v.3).

B. Man’s unrighteousness can contrarily demonstrate the righteousness of God (v.5).

C. Man’s falseness can contrarily manifest God’s truth (v.6).

D. Man’s evil can contrarily perfect God’s goodness (v.8).

【The “All”s of Men in the World】

A. “Who are all under sin” (v.9) ---- there is no one who is not the slave of sin;

B. “Who have all turned aside” (v.12) ---- there is no one who has not lost his way;

C. “Who are all under the judgment of God” (v.19) ---- there is no one who has not condemned by God;

【All Have Sinned】

A. Sins concerning the nature : 

1. There is none righteous, no, not one (v.10).

2. There is none who understands (v.11).

3. There is none who seeks after God (v.11).

4. They have all turned aside and have together become unprofitable (v.12).

5. There is none who does good, no, not one (v.12).

B. Sins concerning the words : 

1. Their throat is an open tomb (v.13).

2. With their tongues they have practiced deceit (v.13).

3. The poison of asps is under their lips (v.13).

4. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness (v.14).

C. Sins concerning the deeds : 

1. Their feet are swift to shed blood (v.15).

2. Destruction and misery are in their ways (v.16). 

3. And the way of peace they have not known (v.17).

4. There is no fear of God before their eyes (v.18).

【The Depravity of Man in the World】

A. There is none righteous, no, not one (v.10). 

B. There is none who understands (v.11).

C. There is none who seeks after God (v.11). 

D. There is none who does good, no, not one (v.12).

E. There is no way of peace (v.17). 

F. There is no fear of God (v.18).

G. They are all under the judgment of God that every mouth may be stopped (v.19).

【All the Parts of Man Have Become Tools of Sins】

A. Throat ---- which is an open tomb (v.13);  

B. Tongues ---- with which man have practiced deceit (v.13);  

C. Lips ---- under which there is the poison of asps (v.13);   

D. Mouth ---- whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness (v.14); 

E. Feet ---- which are swift to shed blood (v.15);  

F. Hands ---- which bring destruction and misery (v.16);  

G. Heart ---- which is ignorant of the way of peace (v.17);   

H. Eyes ---- before which there is no fear of God (v.18);  

【The Function of the Law】

A. Whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law (v.19).

B. The law can stop every mouth that all the world may become guilty before God (v.19). 

C. By the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified (v.20).

D. By the law is the knowledge of sin (v.20);

【The Victory of God’s Judgment】

A. The unbending mouth may be stopped ---- be convinced in one’s mouth (v.19).

B. The unyielding knees kneel down and cannot stand ---- be convinced in one’s body (v.19).

C. The simple heart acknowledges the sin and no longer calls himself righteous ---- be sincerely convinced in one’s heart (v.20).

【The Outline of the Firm Truth of Justification by Faith】

A. The times of justification ---- now (v.21); 

B. The way of justification ---- apart from the law (v.21);

C. The testimony of justification ---- being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets (v.21);

D. The definition of justification ---- the righteousness of God is given to man (v.22);

E. The condition of justification ---- through faith in Jesus Christ (v.22);

F. The sphere of justification ---- there is no difference among all those who believe (v.22);

G. The demand for justification ---- for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (v.23);

H. The origin the justification ---- God’s grace (v.24);

I. The fulfillment of justification ---- through the redemption of Christ (v.24);

J. The cost of justification ---- man are justified freely by His blood (v.24);

K. The manifestation of justification ---- God’s righteousness (v.25-26);

L. The knowledge of justification ---- to demonstrate that God is just (v.26);

M. The result of justification ---- Man have nothing to boast of: to men themselves, they mouths are stopped; but to God, their mouths have to be opened to praise God (v.27);

N. The truth of justification is right ---- which corresponds to the only God as well as the fact that men are equal (v.28-30);

O. The truth of justification corresponds to the Old Testament ---- it does not make void the law but establish the law(v.31);

【The Definition of Justification by Faith】

A. The definition of justification by faith: “the righteousness of Godto all and on all who believe” (v.22);

B. The condition of justification by faith: “through faith in Jesus Christ” (v.22);

C. The sphere of justification by faith: “there is no difference” (v.22);

D. The origin of justification by faith: “God’s grace” (v.24);

E. The fulfillment of justification by faith: “through the redemption of Christ” (v.24);

F. The cost of justification by faith: “be justified freely” (v.24);

【Three Elements of the Fulfillment of God’s Salvation】

A. God’s grace ---- Christ (v.24);

B. Christ’s redemption ---- the cross (v.24-25);

C. Man’s faith ---- spiritual sight and reception (v.25);

【The Redemption of Jesus Christ】

A. A contradictory situation where grace and righteousness exist simultaneously (v.24).

B. God set forth Christ as a propitiation (v.25-26)

1. God showed His forbearance toward men “previously”, but “now” God had poured out His entire wrath that was treasured previously.

2. God’s righteousness had been abundantly satisfied and manifested.

3. Those who believe can also be justified through Jesus Christ ---- those who believe become the witness and sample of righteousness. 

C. Where there is the propitiation and mercy-seat (v.25) ---- the propitiation can also be translated as “mercy-seat”.

D. The way of receiving redemption (v.27-31).

【The Foundations of Justification by Faith】

A. The first foundation: “God set forth Jesus as a propitiation” (v.25);

B. The second foundation: “in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed” (v.25);

C. The third foundation: “to demonstrate that He is just” (v.26);

【The Way of Justification by Faith】

A. It is not by “the law of works”, but by “the law of faith” (v.27).

B. A man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law (v.28).

【The Purpose of God’s Setting Forth the Law of Faith in the Lord】

A. To make men have nothing to boast of (v.27-28);

B. To make men believe God is the only true God (v.29-30);

C. To make men establish the law by faith (v.31);

【The Equity of Justification by Faith】

C. It corresponds to the fact and the principle that there is only one God (v.29-30).

D. The Jews are justified “out of faith”, and the Gentiles are justified “by faith” (v.30).

E. It shall not only not make the law void but also establish the law (v.31).

Romans Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Example of Justification by Faith ---- Abraham】

M. Justification by faith, not by the wages of works:

i. The importance of faith (v.1-3);

ii. The principle of faith (v.4-5);

iii. The effect of faith (v.6-8);

N. Justification by faith, not by the law ---- circumcision (v.9-12);

O. To be the heirs by faith (v.13-16);

P. The faith of Abraham

i. The object of faith ---- who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did (v.17);

ii. The condition of faith ---- contrary to hope, in hope believed (v.18);

iii. The spread of faith ---- all those who believe Christ who died and has risen again (v.23-25);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 4:1 “What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say Abraham our father, to have found, according to flesh?”

Literal Meaning: “then”, it follows the previous verse. If we want to know the truth of justification by faith in chapter three, we shall receive the proof from the example of Abraham as below.

  “Abraham our father”, “Abraham” was the forefather of the Jews, who boasted that they were the children of Abraham (Matt. 3:9; John 8:33).

“What … has found according to the flesh?” ---- “According to the flesh”, it refers to “the works by men’s own strength”. Abraham could receive nothing before God through his own works.

Controversial Clarification: according to the Book of James, Abraham was justified by works (James 2:21-23), and Abraham’s act of offering Isaac his son in chapter 22 in the Book of Genesis was far later than his being justified by God (Gen. 15:6). The Book of James points that true faith must have works ---- it refers to the works after one has been saved. But here Paul tells us that one is justified by faith, not works ---- it is the works of man when he has not been saved. Both the two points are different. And we shall not confuse them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To those who have not been saved, God only asks them to “believe”, not “do”, because all the works of those who have not been saved are of the flesh and are of no value.

2) To those who have been saved, God not only asks them to “believe” but also require the proof of faith ---- namely, works (see Eph. 2:10).

3) If the works of believers are of themselves, they can still not be accepted by God. Any service before God should not be done by the fleshy strength. 

Rom. 4:2 “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.”

YLT: “for if Abraham by works was declared righteous, he hath to boast -- but not before god;”

The Background: in the hearts of the Jews, their forefather, Abraham was the most typical example of justification by works. They thought that that God blessed the children of Abraham was totally because Abraham obeyed God’s voice and kept God’s charge, His commandments, His statutes and His laws (see Gen. 26:4-5). Paul here intended to reverse the concepts of them and pointed them that Abraham’s being justified by God was on account of his faith, not his works. The works of Abraham blessed by God were after his being justified by faith. 

Literal Meaning: “if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about”, in the life of Abraham, he might have some good works, but those good works could not make him be justified before God. Therefore, he could not boast about his good works. 

  “But not before God”, Abraham’s good works had nothing to boast about before God for the following reasons:

1) Good works are what men have to do before God. They are not outstanding performance.

2) Any good work itself cannot reach the standard of God in the sight of God.

3) In fact, there were still flaws in the life of Abraham. He was not perfect. 

    That Abraham was justified by God was not because of his flesh and works, but his faith in God. Such faith was accounted to him for righteousness (v.3). Therefore, he had nothing to boast about. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A man who has some works to boast about still has nothing to boast about before God. What most pleases God is not the external good works, but the internal firm faith.

2) Works out of oneself shall make him boast about himself (see Eph. 2:8-9).

3) We were all sinners who had received the grace of the Lord, so we had nothing to boast of. Therefore, we shall still not boast of anything of us after we have been saved, for the good works thereafter are out of God’s grace and life.

4) The principle of works is to manifest the strength of man, so it makes man puff up. The principle of faith is to manifest the God man believes, so it makes man be grateful and humble.

Rom. 4:3 “For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." ”

YLT: “for what doth the writing say? `And Abraham did believe God, and it was reckoned to him -- to righteousness;'”

Meaning of Words: “account”: reckon, take an inventory (a commercial terms);

Literal Meaning: “Abraham believed God”, Abraham’s faith was accounted to him for righteousness (Gen. 15:6). The scriptures had scarcely mentioned works.

“And it was accounted to him for righteousness”, the word “account” means “taking an inventory”. God took his “faith” into the inventory of God and reckoned it to be his “righteousness”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What most pleases God is not the external good works, but the internal firm faith.

2) If a man can really believe God, God will render him into the list of “righteousness”. Our faith in God has the eternal value.

3) Faith is not one of the righteous works, but the origin of the righteous works as well as the basis of being justified.

4) “Believing God” means believing God’s word ---- which is true and sure. We believers should have such believing actions and commit ourselves unto Him and look upon His favor. 

5) Believing often brings about actions of obedience, because believing is not only a kind of truth received in heart, but also a normal relation with God in life. 

Rom. 4:4 “Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.”

YLT: “and to him who is working, the reward is not reckoned of grace, but of debt;”

Literal Meaning: “to him who works, the wages”, “works” refers to the deeds of man; “wages” refer to the reward of God.

  “Are not counted as grace”, “grace” is free. Any one shall obtain it without any cost. If man comes to obtain God’s righteousness through his good works, it shall not be counted as grace.

“But as debt”, if man’s works can really reach the righteous standard of God (note that no one can reach God’s righteousness), he will naturally be justified by God.

According to equity, he who works shall receive wages. He who does not work shall not receive wages. In other words, he who does good shall be justified. He who does not do good shall not be justified. If it is to be so, Abraham can be in no wise justified. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) That God justifies us is not God’s reward to us according to our good deeds, but purely God’s free grace because of the redemption of Jesus Christ.

2) If God justifies man out of His grace, then it is no longer of works. Otherwise grace is no longer grace (Rom. 11:6). 

3) Works and grace cannot exist side by side. Man’s works can in no wise replace God’s grace.

4) The basic principle of salvation is “grace”. If man has to be saved by adding any man’s good works or any religious rites (e.g. circumcision or baptism), it will be not grace.

5) Grace means: we had nothing at all, but God gives us the principal because of the redemption of His Son so that we can live before Him (it is just like that God works in partnership with man, but man has no principal. However, God trusts man because of His Son and gives the principal to man.).

6) If we have some opportunities to serve in the church, it is the grace of God. We shall not due it to ourselves nor feel complacent. Otherwise, we shall not be rewarded by God.

Rom. 4:5 “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,”

YLT: “and to him who is not working, and is believing upon Him who is declaring righteous the impious, his faith is reckoned -- to righteousness:”

Literal Meaning: Abraham believed God only just as he was a sinner, not by works. Such faith shall be accounted as “righteousness”, which means that one can obtain wages without works. This is the gracious way of accounting. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Works” and “Being justifies” are two different spheres. Works are of man, of the flesh and of the earth. Being justified is of God, of the spirit and of the heaven. It is hardly possible to be justified by works.

2) One shall not be justified by works ---- it is to encourage man to believe on God in rest, not to be idle.

Rom. 4:6 “just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:”

YLT: “even as David also doth speak of the happiness of the man to whom God doth reckon righteousness apart from works:”

The Background: verse six to verse eight are words of David who wrote when he repented before God and was forgiven by God after he had committed the sins of adultery and murder (Ps. 32:1-2; see 2Sam. 12:13). 

Rom. 4:7 “"Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered;”

YLT: “`Happy they whose lawless acts were forgiven, and whose sins were covered;”

Meaning of Words: “forgive”: lay aside, let alone; “lawless”: violation of law or (genitive case) wickedness; “sin”: miss the mark; 

Literal Meaning: “those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered”, Paul quoted the words of David to explain that Abraham’s being justified by God not because he was a righteous. He was the same as David and you and I ---- we are all man having trespasses and iniquities before God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every man is a sinner. No one can boast that he has never committed any sin. All men have done many things that they should not do and have failed to do all that they should do.

2) If God marks iniquities, who shall stand? (Ps. 130:3)

‘


Rom. 4:8 “Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin." ”

YLT: “happy the man to whom the Lord may not reckon sin.'”

Literal Meaning: blessed is the man to whom God shall not impute sin. Note that David here described the blessedness of sinners by three words ---- “forgive”, “cover (v.7)” and “not impute”. Forgiveness and covering refer to the work of Christ’s crucifixion. He who believes that Christ had been crucified for the sake of his sins shall be forgiven and his sins shall be covered. “Not impute” refers to the work of Christ’s resurrection. He who believes that Christ had risen again shall be justified before God (see v.25).

  All of the three words of “forgive”, “cover” and “not impute” carry the meaning of grace. In the principle of the law, a sinner cannot be freely “forgiven” nor “be covered” and God will “impute” it to the sinner himself. Only in the principle of the law, he who believes the Lord shall be forgiven and his sins shall be covered under the divine blood, thus becoming a man to whom the God shall not impute sin.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The righteous principle of God is that as long as one is willing to repent, he shall be forgiven, no matter what sins he has committed (see Ps. 32:3-5; Ezek. 18:23, 27-28; 33:14-16).

2) Note that here from verse six to verse eight the phrase “blessed is the man” has been mentioned thrice. Therefore, what the blessedness that a sinner is justified by God. We should not despise the blessedness.

Rom. 4:9 “Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. ”

YLT: “this happiness, then, upon the circumcision, or also upon the uncircumcision -- for we say that the faith was reckoned to Abraham -- to righteousness?”

Literal Meaning: “does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also?” “The circumcised” refers to the Jews; “the uncircumcised” refers to the Gentiles.

  Here, it draws out another question: Abraham enjoyed the blessedness of being justified outside of his works, and he was the forefather of the circumcision (Gen. 17:9-10). Therefore, the circumcision might have quite close relation with justification. Possibly, Abraham was blessed by his circumcision. If it was so, we Gentiles the uncircumcised would have no portion of the blessedness of justification before God. 

Rom. 4:10 “How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.”

YLT: “how then was it reckoned? he being in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision;”

Literal Meaning: “not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised”. According to the Old Testament, Abraham was justified before God in chapter fifteen (Gen. 15:6) and was circumcised in chapter seventeen (Gen. 17:24, 26). Both of the two matters were at an interval of at least fourteen years (see Gen. 16:16; 17:24-25). According to the traditional saying among the Jews, it was at interval of more than twenty years. Obviously, the justification is before circumcision. It proves that Abraham’s justification had nothing to do with the circumcision. 

Rom. 4:11 “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, ”

YLT: “and a sign he did receive of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith in the uncircumcision, for his being father of all those believing through uncircumcision, for the righteousness also being reckoned to them,”

Literal Meaning: “and he received the sign of circumcision”, since Abraham’s faith was accounted to him for righteousness when he had not been circumcised, what was the use of circumcision? This verse tells us that circumcision is a “sign”. The value of a sign is the object that it represents. The true value of circumcision does not lie in itself, but in the truth of justification by faith that is represents.

“A seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised”, “seal”: to show and assure the verity of a matter. A document will be true after it is sealed. The circumcision of Abraham proved the truth of justification by faith, showing that it was true that God pleased him and justified him.  

“That he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also,” it means that the circumcision of Abraham is not only the seal of his personal justification by faith, but also the seal of the righteousness of the faith of all the circumcised. From this aspect, Abraham was also the father of the Gentile believers (Gal. 3:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man shall enjoy the grace of the Lord because of spiritual revelation ---- faith. Man’s artificial works are of no value. However, real revelation will bring about external works. Such works are the “seal” of the inner revelation.

2) If one declares he has some revelation in his spirit but lacks external seal of works, perhaps the so-called “inner revelation” is flase,  unreal and dead. Just as what James said, “faith without works is dead” (James 2:17, 26).

Rom. 4:12 “and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.”

YLT: “and father of circumcision to those not of circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of the faith, that in the uncircumcision of our father Abraham.”

Literal Meaning: “who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised”, “walk …. in the steps of”, it is like the actions of marching. The steps of the next one should follow the previous one closely. It indicates that one shall intimate the example of the forefathers completely. 

  The circumcision of Abraham rendered him to be the father of the Jews the circumcised, but circumcision was merely an apparent sign. The real meaning of the sign was the righteousness of Abraham’s faith. In other words, circumcision is an external sign of one’s internal faith. Therefore, the real circumcised are those who are not only circumcised but also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised (see Rom. 2:28-29; Gal. 5:6). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is only one way of being justified before God for the Jews or the Gentiles, namely, by faith.

2) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has any force, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love (Gal. 5:6).

3) For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision; but new creation (Gal. 6:15) ---- namely, to be a man who also walks in the steps of Abraham’s faith.

Rom. 4:13 “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.”

YLT: “For not through law the promise to Abraham, or to his seed, of his being heir of the world, but through the righteousness of faith;”

Literal Meaning: “for the promise that … to Abraham or to his seed”, “promise”, there are two words of “promise” in Greek: one is conditional promise, and the other one is unconditional promise with goodwill. Here it is the latter one ---- the promise of God given to Abraham was not because of Abraham’s works. “His seed” here does not refer to Christ (Gal. 3:16), but all those who take Abraham was their father (see v.11-12).

  “The heir of the world”, “heir of the world” here refers to the promise of inheriting the land (see Ps. 37:9, 11, 22, 29, 34; Matt. 5:5). This promise will be fully fulfilled when Christ comes again (please see the commentary of verse sixteen). 

“Not through the law, but through the righteousness of faith”, God promised Abraham and his seed that they would inherit the land of Canaan as their possessions (Gen. 15:7, 18). It happened earlier before the time when the law was given. Therefore, God did not bestow His promise according to the righteousness of the law, but the righteousness of faith (Gen. 15:6).

Spiritual Meaning: “the heir of the world”, it means that God will give the world created by Him to His elect and let them reign on the earth for Him so as to fulfill the purpose of Him in the creation of man (Gen. 1:26).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The promise of God is not only given to Abraham but also to his heir. Man who walks in the steps of Abraham’s faith (see v.12) can even enjoy the blessedness of inheriting the world! Therefore, we shall not despise ourselves.

2) One can be the “heir” by faith. It shows that faith only justifies us, but also has its eternal purpose, namely, attaining to the eternal predestination, or entering into the full glory of Christ (see Rom. 8:17; Heb. 11:8-12; “glory”, “city” and innumerable “children” have all manifested the fullness of Christ).

Rom. 4:14 “For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect,”

YLT: “for if they who are of law heirs, the faith hath been made void, and the promise hath been made useless;”

Meaning of Words: “made void”: become vanity, make empty; “made of no effect”: render entirely idle or useless; 

Literal Meaning: “for if those who are of the law are heirs”, “those who are of the law” refer to those who desire to inherit the possessions by keeping the law. 

“Faith is made void”, if only those who are under the law can be the heir of the land, it will mean that the promise is given according to the law and thus faith is made void.  

“And the promise made of no effect”, if keeping the law is the precondition of the fulfillment of God’s promise and only those who keep the law can obtain the promise, the promise of God will never be fulfilled and is made of “no effect”.

Rom. 4:15 “because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.”

YLT: “for the law doth work wrath; for where law is not, neither transgression.”

Literal Meaning: “because the law brings about wrath”, “bring about wrath”: bring about the wrath of God. The next half verse will explain why the law brings about God’s wrath. 

“For where there is no law there is no transgression”. ---- The law can only manifest man’s sin. And sin, getting a point of attack by the law, works in man all manner of concupiscence (Rom. 7:7-11). Note the word here: it does not say that where there is no law, there is no “sin”, but where there is no law, there is no “transgression”. Sin existed when the law had not been given, but could not manifest man’s transgressions overstepping the law.

This verse explains why the law makes the promise of no effect. If there is no law, there is no transgression violating the law. But the law only manifests man’s transgression and brings about the wrath of God. In other words, the law brings man under the judgment of God and makes man be stripped of the gracious promise of God. 

Rom. 4:16 “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all ”

YLT: “Because of this of faith, that according to grace, for the promise being sure to all the seed, not to that which of the law only, but also to that which of the faith of Abraham,”

Meaning of Words: “sure”: firm, of force, steadfast, stable; 
Literal Meaning: this verse is the conclusion of verse thirteen to verse fifteen, which carries the meanings as follows:

1) “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace”, the promise that Abraham received was of faith, so it was grace. Promise, faith and grace are of one of the same kind. Promise is given because of faith without any cost, so it is grace.

2) “So that the promise might be sure to all the seed”, promise is not given to those who keep the law, so we are sure that we can obtain the promise. 

3) “Not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all”, “who are of the law”, the definite article “the” before the word “law” show that it must refer to the Law of Moses, so those who are of the law are the Jews. “Those who are of the faith of Abraham” refer to the Gentiles who believe the Lord. Abraham has two groups of heirs ---- one is the Jews who have the law, and the other is the Gentile believers who have not the law. The former is the offspring of Abraham in the flesh, “as the sand that is on the sea-shore”, and the latter is the spiritual offspring of Abraham, “as the stars of heaven” (Gen. 22:17).

God promised Abraham that he would be the heir of the world (v.13) ---- it does not mean the land of Canaan only, but also the kingdom that will be fulfilled on the earth in the future. At that time, the Jews shall have part in the earthly Messianic kingdom (Acts1:6; Amos 9:11-12), and yet we believers (including the Jews who believe the Lord Jesus) shall inherit the heavenly kingdom (2Tim. 4:18; James 2:5; 2Pet. 1:11).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) That we have received the promise of God is not because of any good work of us, but faith purely. It is a free gift. What grace!

2) Anything is of God’s grace. In fact, man can never do anything for God to obtain the reward of God. It is not man does anything for God, but God fulfills everything for man.

Rom. 4:17 “(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations" ) in the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; ”

YLT: “who is father of us all (according as it hath been written -- `A father of many nations I have set thee,') before Him whom he did believe -- God, who is quickening the dead, and is calling the things that be not as being.”

Literal Meaning: “God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did”, “gives life to the dead”, it has respect to the power of the risen power of God; “calls those things which do not exist as though they did”, it speaks of the great power of God’s creation. Here, Abraham’s faith in God can be divided into two parts:

1) He believes that God is the God who gives life to the dead. By such faith, he could offer Isaac to God without the least hesitation (Gen. 22:1-10; Heb. 11:17-19).

2) He believes that God is the God who calls those things which do not exist as though they did. Therefore he could agreeably receive the calling of God and sojourn as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country and see the inheritance of God’s promise with the eyes of faith. Besides, he believes that God will also give his heir the inheritance (Gen. 15:2-6). The birth of Isaac has relation to Abraham’s faith in God “who calls those things which do not exist as though they did”.

    “(As it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed”, “Abraham” means “a father of many nations” in the original. God changed his name to Abraham (Gen. 17:5) in order to make him to be not only the father of the Jews but also the father of our Gentile believers (namely, all those who walk in the steps of his faith).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Abraham’s faith is the example to our believers. Since we honor him as the father of faith, we shall imitate his faith.

2) Faith is not an illusory idea, but a real belief that can be applied in our practical life so as to make us march ahead in holding fast God.

3) We believers shall trust in God who raises the dead in the condition that is full of despair of living (2Cor. 1:8-9).

4) When we draw the risen power of God by faith, God’s power will enable us to overcome the threat of death and eliminate the shadow of death. No dead thing can make us despaired or disappointed.

5) God never keeps what is natural. He only accepts resurrection. God would let the natural pass through death. God never changes what is natural. The power that raises the dead is God’s redeeming power. Man wants to protect his own life, but God rejects that life. God will cast the natural life out. When we say to God, “God, I have no way that I can only lie down before you just as the dead”, God will then grant us His risen power. This is the mystery of receiving life and power.

6) If we believers are in the condition having nothing, we shall still not walk by sight, but believe the God “who spoke, and it was; and He commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9).

7) When we draw the power of God’s creation by faith, we will neither be affected by the environment, nor judge according to any visible fact or news, but only look upon the God who calls those things which do not exist as though they did. 

8) The object of Abraham’s faith is the God “who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did”. Jesus Christ that we believe calls those things which do not exist as though they did by the great power of God’s creation and thus becomes the heir of all things (Heb. 1:2-3). He also enters into glory by the great risen power of God and thus become the head of the new creation (Heb.2:9-10). Such a mighty Christ, who is the head and all in the old creation and the new creation, is the object of our faith.

9) Since the object of faith is God Himself, we need not to see the environment, nor find reliance, nor seek proof, for God need not man’s help to accomplish anything.

Rom. 4:18 “who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be." ”

YLT: “Who, against hope in hope did believe, for his becoming father of many nations according to that spoken: `So shall thy seed be;'”

Literal Meaning: the faith of Abraham is “to believe in hope, contrary to hope”. Though there is no possibility as is supposed by man, no matter how good man imagines, he still has hope in his deep spirit and has sure confidence in God’s words ---- this is faith. Such faith makes Abraham our father. And the heir of his faith can also have such faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) True faith carries the nature of hope. He who has faith never loses hope.

2) Faith is our “hope” upon God, neither upon man nor environment.

3) Since we are the heir of Abraham, we must also have the same faith as him, namely, faith enabling man to live by the things hoped for (Heb. 11:1).

4) The principle of faith is “contrary to hope … in hope”. “Contrary to hope” means that all that of nature and flesh have been brought to the end ---- “his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb” (see v.19). “In hope” unveils that the risen Christ is our only hope ---- “Christ in … the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).
5) In our experience, if we are brought to a position that everything seems to be in despair, we shall not forget that God has only one purpose in such situation ---- He lets us know deeper that Christ is our hope in despair so that we can experience Christ more. 
Rom. 4:19 “And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb.”

YLT: “and not having been weak in the faith, he did not consider his own body, already become dead, (being about a hundred years old,) and the deadness of Sarah's womb,”

Literal Meaning: this verse reveals the features of Abraham’s faith as below:

1) Which is “enduring” ---- “since he was about a hundred years old”;

2) Which is “contrary to his own mind” ---- “consider”; 

3) Which is “not affected by the condition of man” ---- “his own body already dead”; 

4) Which “may not be proved by objective conditions” ---- “the deadness of Sarah's womb”; 

5) Which never “fails” ---- “not being weak in faith”; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It was at least Abraham ten years from God gave Abraham promise of the heir to the birth of Isaac. Therefore, real faith is not transient, but enduring (“since he was about a hundred years old”). 

2) Abraham did “consider” the difficulty that he was faced with, but faith made him transcend and overcome the difficulty. The great faith supports us to march ahead hopefully in distress. 

Rom. 4:20 “He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,”

YLT: “and at the promise of God did not stagger in unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, having given glory to God,”

Literal Meaning: “did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith”, when Abraham believed the promise of God, he did not go through without struggles, for there was a believing heart and an unbelieving heart struggling in them. However, finally, he neither surrendered to the unbelieving heart nor wavered. “Unbelief” does not only mean lacking faith, but also expressing positive rejection of belief. “But was strengthened in faith”, “in faith”, it can be explained as the sphere of being strengthened, namely, being strengthened concerning faith. It can also be interpreted as the reason or way for being strengthened ---- being strengthened because of faith. 

  This verse unveils the mystery of Abraham’s faith:

1) He did not look upon himself nor the environment, but God only.

2) God is an unseen God (Rom. 1:20), so he can only “look upon the promise of God”, namely, having hope in God’s word (Ps. 119:74), we can see God through God’s word (or in God’s word).

3) He built the foundation of his faith upon the word of God.

4) He did not let the doubtful concepts root in him.

5) He contrarily let the word of God manifest its power in him (“was strengthened”) so that his inner man could be strengthened and thus all the disbelieving ideas would be cast out. 

6) In the positive aspect, he only considered the glory of God and let the thought of glorifying God be filled in him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The mystery of faith lies in having obtained the word of God. If our faith does not build upon the word of God, it will waver and collapse finally. 

2) “Works” mislead man into the thought that they have the right of demanding something from God. “Faith” makes man glorify God.

Rom. 4:21 “and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.”

YLT: “and having been fully persuaded that what He hath promised He is able also to do:”

Literal Meaning: the six steps mentioned in the previous verse can not only keep his faith from falling. Besides, he cannot spare any room for other things (the meaning of “being fully convinced”) except for faith. What does he believe? He believed that “what He had promised He was also able to perform” ---- to believe that the word of God must be fulfilled and none of them shall fall (2King 10:10; Acts 27:25).

Rom. 4:22 “And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness." ”

YLT: “wherefore also it was reckoned to him to righteousness.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Abraham’s faith is the faith accounted to him for righteousness by God. Believers should take it as example.

2) The reason why Abraham’s faith could be accounted to him for righteousness by God is his faith upon the promise of God without reservation. Such faith is real faith.

Rom. 4:23 “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him,”

YLT: “And it was not written on his account alone, that it was reckoned to him,”

Literal Meaning: justification by faith not only applies to Abraham but also to all those who have the same faith as him (see v.24).

Rom. 4:24 “but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,”

YLT: “but also on ours, to whom it is about to be reckoned -- to us believing on Him who did raise up Jesus our Lord out of the dead,”

Literal Meaning: “but also for us”, “us” refers to believers. Abraham and we believers are all men who are justified by faith. The difference lies in that:

1) Abraham believed the promise of God that would be fulfilled in the future. We believe the accomplished salvation by Christ.

2) Abraham believed God could give life to the dead (the fleshly life; see v.17, 19; Heb. 11:19). We believe God has raised Jesus Christ from the dead and gives life to the dead (spiritual life).

“It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead”, there are two great points as regard faith: one is to believe that the Lord Jesus had been dead for us; the second is that He has been raised for us.

What Abraham believed seemed to have nothing with the Lord Jesus, for he had believed early before the Lord was born on the earth. However, the Bible tells us that Abraham exulted in that he should see the day of the Lord Jesus (John 8:56). Therefore, the faith of Abraham is the same as our concerning the spiritual reality ---- “believe God has raised the Lord Jesus from the dead”.

Rom. 4:25 “who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.”

YLT: “who was delivered up because of our offences, and was raised up because of our being declared righteous.”

Literal Meaning: “who was delivered up because of our offenses”, “Jesus was delivered up”, it means that Jesus was delivered up to men’s hands to be crucified and be dead for the purpose of bearing our transgressions and iniquities (Is. 53:5-6; 2Pet. 2:24) and satisfying the righteousness of God and resolving our difficulty before God. 

“And was raised because of our justification”, if the Lord Jesus has not been raised from the dead, we will have no proof (see Acts 17:31) to prove that His death has satisfied the righteousness of God and we will not be sure whether God has accepted us or not. But now, he has been raised from the dead. Therefore, we can confirm that all those who are in Christ have received the position (Gal. 2:16) and life (1Pet. 1:3; Rom. 5:18) of being justified. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We can only enjoy the effect of the redemption of the Lord fully if we believe the Lord Jesus has been dead for us and has risen for us.

2) Now this risen Lord lives in us so that we can live the life that is accepted and justified by God through His risen life.

3) When we believe the Lord’s death and resurrection, we are justified on the objective position. When we live by faith in the risen life, we are justified subjectively in our works. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Experiences of Abraham Proves the Truth of Justification by Faith】

A. Abraham was not justified by works:

1. Abraham received nothing and boasted of nothing before God according to the flesh and his works (v.1-2).

2. Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness (v.3).

3. It was grace that Abraham was justified by faith before God, not by works. He was really blessed (v.4-8)!

B. Abraham was justified while uncircumcised:

1. Abraham was justified by faith while uncircumcised (v.9-10).

2. Abraham received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised (v.11).

3. Abraham was the father of circumcision (v.12).

C. Abraham received the promise without law:

1. The promise was not to Abraham through the law, but through the righteousness of faith (v.13).

2. If the promise is based upon the law, faith will be made void and the promise made of no effect (v.14).

3. The law manifests man’s transgressions and brings about the wrath of God (v.15).

4. The promise is of faith, so it is of grace (v.16).

【Not “by”s, But by Faith】

A. Not by works of the flesh, but “faith” which was accounted for righteousness by God (v.1-3);

B. Not by wages from works, but the grace of God ---- “believe only” (v.4-8);

C. Not by circumcision, but the blessedness of God ---- to those who “believe” (v.9-12);

D. Not by the law, but the promise of God ---- it is of faith (v.13-16);

E. Not by one’s own condition, but “being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform” (v.21).

【The Contrasts Between Justification by Faith and by Works (v.1-16)】

A. Be justified by works:

1. No one can be justified by works ---- the purpose of God’s giving the law is not to let men keep, but let men know in failures that they cannot keep the law.

2. Works without faith are of no effect before God ---- the effective works must be out of faith. The circumcision of Abraham was a sign of his faith.

3. Being justified by works is out of the thought of works, which causes man to boast before God ---- that there will be of no voices of praise or thanksgiving. 

4. Being justified by works is not the thought of God in the beginning, so it will finally be destroyed by God ---- the eternal thought of God is “grace”.

B. Be justified by faith: 

1. Only faith can be justified ---- the object of faith is Christ. Faith declares that one cannot be justified in himself.

2. Only faith can establish and satisfy the law ---- the center of works lies in self, so man’s iniquity will always be manifested before the law and be condemned by the law. The center of faith is Christ. Therefore, faith satisfies Christ and exceeds the law and is justified by the law.

3. Two kinds of blessedness of justification by faith:

1) Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered ---- it refers to the death of Christ;

2) To whom the LORD shall not impute sin ---- it refers to the resurrection of Christ;

4. God renders the promise sure to all the seed of faith ----the center of the promise of God is Christ Himself. Faith is the only way to receive. 

【Several Ways of Men to Justify Themselves】

A. By good works (v.1-8).

B. Circumcision or other religious rites (v.9-12);

C. Do the law (v.13-17);

D. Be restricted by one’s own feeling (v.17-22);

【The Contrasts Between Justification by Works and by Faith】

A. Be justified by works will make one boast about himself (v.2) ---- the boasting in the flesh (see Rom. 3:27; Eph. 2:9). Justification is of grace (v.16), which makes man be humbled and give thanks unto God (v.7-8).

B. Be justified by works is wages as debt (v.4), but is of no boasting before God (v.2). Justification by faith needs not works (v.5), but is that God imputes righteousness to man (v.6). 

C. Be justified by works is through man’s natural power that cannot really justify man (Rom. 3:20). Justification by works is through the power of God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did (v.17). Therefore, it must be performed.

【The Explanations of Being Justified by Faith】

A. The blessedness of justification by faith is given to those who believe (v.9).

B. Abraham had not been circumcised when he was justified by faith (v.10-12).

C. The condition of man’s justification needs not the law (v.13-16).

D. Justification is totally due to faith (v.17-25).

【The Faith of Abraham】

A. The faith of Abraham is foresighted ---- his circumcision was the sign of faith (v.11); 

B. The faith of Abraham is progressive ---- his experiences became steps of faith that all those who believe also walk (v.12);

C. The faith of Abraham is able to grow ---- he had heirs in both the flesh and the spirit (v.16);

D. The faith of Abraham is firm ---- he was strengthened in faith (v.20);

【The Faith of Abraham】

A. The object of the faith of Abraham ---- the living God (v.17);

B. The time of the faith of Abraham ---- contrary to hope (v.18);

C. The condition of the faith of Abraham ---- strong but not weak(v.19);

D. The base of the faith of Abraham ---- the promise of God (v.20);

E. The effect of the faith of Abraham ---- be strengthened in faith (v.20);

F. The manifestation of the faith of Abraham ---- be fully convinced (v.21);

G. The degree of the faith of Abraham ---- the promise of God must be performed (v.21);

【The Faith of Abraham’s Justification】

A. Abraham’s faith toward God (v.17a):

1. He believed that God is the One who gives life to the dead;

2. He believed that God is the One who calls those things which do not exist as though they did;

B. Abraham is the father of faith:

1. He had been made “a father of many nations” by God by faith (v.17b).

2. As we are the heirs of his faith, we shall also have such faith (v.18b).

C. The features of Abraham’s faith:

1. “Contrary to hope, in hope believed” ---- which makes him hold fast the word of God, not see the circumstance;

2. “Since he was about a hundred years old” ---- which is enduring;

3. “Consider” ---- which is contrary to his mind;

4. “His own body, already dead” ---- which needs not his own power;

5. “The deadness of Sarah's womb” ---- which may not be proved by objective conditions;

6. “Not being weak in faith” ---- which never fails;

【The Law of Faith】

A. The object of faith ---- who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did (v.17);

1. God who gives life to the dead ---- the great power of God’s creation; God never relies on anything nor is restricted by anything. Therefore, he who has faith needs not to see the environment, nor seek ground, nor find reliance, nor seek man’s assistance. 

2. God who calls those things which do not exist as though they did ---- the great risen power of God;

B. The attitude of faith ---- faith does not fear trial (v.18-20):

1. Contrary to hope, in hope believed;

2. Being weak in faith when it is in no wise possible in the environment;

3. Though all things are contrary to the promise of God, he who believes is strengthened in faith;

4. Giving glory to God at any time and being fully convinced;

C. The ground of faith ---- the promise (word) of God (v.20-21);

1. One shall “look upon the promise of God” when being tried ---- this is the secret of being strengthened in faith;

2. “Being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform” ---- such faith is the only way of letting God work and letting God’s will work.

D. The righteousness of faith is to believe the Christ anointed by God (v.22-25).

【The Secrets of Abraham’s Keeping His Faith (v.20-22)】

A. “Look upon God” ---- who did not see himself and the environment, but God only;

B. “Look upon God’s promise” ---- who caught the word of God;

C. “Did not waver… through unbelief” ---- who gave no room for doubt in his heart;

D. “Was strengthened in faith” ---- who let the word of God strengthen him;

E. “Give glory to God” ---- who minded the glory of God;

F. “Being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform” ---- whose heart was filled with “faith”;

【The Secrets of Abraham’s Faith (v.20-22)】

A. He did not care for the actual difficulty ---- the natural law concerning physiology had indicated that they had no possibility of giving birth.

B. He wholly looked upon the promise of God ---- his faith was based upon the word of God.

C. He did not follow the doubtful reasons to hesitation ---- once he thought God’s faithfulness, his heart would immediately be strengthened in faith.

D. He only desired to give glory to God ---- he did not want to magnify himself.

E. He was fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform ---- He gave no room for doubt.

【Believers Can Also Be Justified by the Faith as that of Abraham】

A. “It was accounted to him for righteousness”, it is also written for we believers who believe;

B. The faith of us which is accounted to us for righteousness is:

1. To believe that the Lord Jesus was delivered up because of our offenses (to be crucified);

2. To believe that the Lord Jesus was raised because of our justification;

Romans Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Blessings Brought by Justification by Faith】

A. Have peace with God (v.1);

B. Have access by faith into this grace (v.2a);

C. Rejoice in hope of the glory of God (v.2b-5a);

D. The love of God has been poured out in our hearts (v.5b-8);

E. Be saved from wrath (v.9);

F. Be reconciled to God (v.10a);

G. Be saved by His life (v.10b);

H. Rejoice in God (v.11);

【The Truth of Justification by Faith】

A. Be under the power of sin and death in Adam (v.12-14);

B. Much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of Christ (v.15-16);

C. Through the righteous act of Christ the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life;

D. Grace might reign through righteousness (v.20-21);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 5:1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

YLT: “Having been declared righteous, then, by faith, we have peace toward God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Literal Meaning: “therefore, having been justified by faith”, the word “therefore” indicates all the profits this paragraph enumerates after we have been justified are obtained because of Christ’s being and works. Our “faith” can not only justify us, but also enable us to receive every spiritual blessing given by God in Christ (see Eph. 1:3).

  “Through our Lord Jesus Christ”, “through” can also be translated as “because of, by, from”, which has been used at least sixteen or seventeen times, showing that the Lord’s being and works are the premise and way for us to receive every profit.

  “Have peace with God”, our relation with God has been broken and become worse because of our sin; “have peace with God”, it shows the objective fact, not subjective feeling. Man is reversed from the hostile condition toward God to a peaceful condition. Of course, such transition of objective position has also brought us transition of subjective feeling ---- namely, peace in spirit. From then on, it is not only man can be bold before God (Heb. 4:16; 10:19) and have peace but also that God can please man and grant grace to man. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Faith is to believe the Lord is the Son of God and believe all that He has done for us. Man can take part in the Lord Himself and the Lord’s salvation by believing the Lord and receiving Him and what He has done for us.

2) Jesus Christ is the patron between God and man. Without Christ, God cannot please men, nor can men draw near God. However, through Him, God no longer condemns or rejects us, and we can also have peace with God. 

3) In fact, Christ not only brings peace to our believers, and He Himself is our peace (Eph. 2:14).

Rom 5:2 “through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”


YLT: “through whom also we have the access by the faith into this grace in which we have stood, and we boast on the hope of the glory of God.”


Meaning of Words: “rejoice”: (make) boast, glory, joy, rejoice, vaunt; 


Literal Meaning: “through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand”, “have access into”, it is used to describe that situation that one is presented to a king, or that a ship is brought into a harbor. Here, it indicates grace is a special sphere that one needs to find special access into it. We can be brought into the sphere of grace on account of two reasons ---- one is “through” Him, and the other is “by faith”. The former refers to the works and fulfillments, and the latter is men’s cooperation and responsibilities. It is the fruit of the fellow-work between God and men so that we can have access into the realm of grace.

It is a fact that we “have had the access into” this grace, but we still have to keep on “standing” steadfastly. Otherwise, we may still be fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4).

“And rejoice in hope of the glory of God”, “rejoice” refers to a kind of joy overflowed from one’s inner heart and manifested through one’s lips. The word carries the meaning of jubilations and boasts. “Hope”: to expect an unaccomplished thing with full assurance. “The glory of God”, it on one hand refers to the glory that we believers shall enter in the future (Heb. 2:10), and on the other hand it relates to the glorious condition of believers manifested after God’s works on them (Rom. 8:18; 1John 3:2). Another result of our justification by faith is that we have been brought into a new standing, in which we no longer fear but can enjoy the grace of God as much as we like and have firm assurance toward our future.


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “By faith” and “through Him” show the cooperation between God and man ---- “by faith” is man’s responsibility, and “through Him” refers to the works of God ---- if man fails to take his responsibility, he cannot expect God’s works without reason. 

2) “Have access into” is to enter, and it is the beginning. “Stand” is to keep, it is the continuance. By faith, we have not only entered the door of the kingdom of God, but also keep on standing in the grace.

3) Christ is the new position of our believers. Christ is also our grace. In Christ, we have access into this grace and enjoy all the grace of God.

4) The death of Christ has brought us into the grace of Christ. The life of Christ keeps us standing in the grace firmly.

5) We lived in disorderly and desperate condition because of being far off God. But now, by Jesus Christ, we can have access into the presence of the king of kings as well as the gracious refuge of God. 

6) The grace of God is “present”. Behold, it is now an accepted time, and it is now well-accepted time (2Cor.6:2).

7) Grace makes us turn away from despair and become a man who have rejoice and hope and wait for the glory of God. It means that grace not only changes a desperate man into a man who have rejoice and hope, but also makes one into the glory of God so as to make one a glorious man.

8) The hope of our believers is none other than being transformed as the image of the Son of God (see Rom. 8:29-30), namely, at measure of the stature of the fullness of the Christ (see Eph. 4:13). If we really see the great glory of the hope, we cannot refrain from “boasting” the hope.

9) There is no reason for Christians to be worried, but there are sufficient reasons to be joyful, because our hope is Christ Himself (1Tim. 1:1), who is our assurance and He will surely bring us unto the glory of God.

10) Peace (v.1) and joy are the double blessing brought by the glad tidings. A certain missionary said, “Peace is joy in rest, and joy is peace in dancing”.

11) Peace (v.1) is the way that we should walk in. Grace is the position that we have to stand in.

Rom. 5:3 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;”

YLT: “And not only, but we also boast in the tribulations, knowing that the tribulation doth work endurance;”

Meaning of Words: “tribulations”: pressure, trouble; “produce”: do work fully, accomplish, cause; 

The Background: the word “trouble” in the original is used in extracting olive oil from the olive, or extracting the grape juice or wine from the grape. 

Literal Meaning: “and not only that, but we also glory in tribulations”, “tribulations” refer to various troubles that one may experience in the world (John 16:33; 2Cor. 1:4); “glory” and “rejoice” are the same words in the original. After we have been justified, we still live in the world and may undergo many troubles. But what is different from the past is that we can not only bear the troubles passively but also rejoice and overflow such joy from our speaking. Apparently, the life experience of believers after they have been saved is not different from that in the last (even sometimes more unsmooth). But the inner state of mind is totally different from that in the past ---- they can not only have peace in the Lord (John 16:33) but also have full joy (2Cor. 8:2).

  “Knowing that tribulation produces perseverance”, we believers have joy even in tribulations, for we “know” we have not suffered from the tribulations in vain. Tribulations are the embodiment of God’s grace for our profit (Heb. 12:10-11; Rom. 8:28) that we can be perfect. “Perseverance” is not passive endurance in the original, but active persistence of overcoming the environment. Such persevering persistence shall be worked gradually through man’s experience in tribulations.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Tribulations and suffering are common experience of Christians, for “after many tribulations, we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).

2) Tribulation is not only an unavoidable portion, but also the characteristic of true faith and becomes a sign indicating that God counts those who have undergone tribulations worthy of the kingdom of God (2Thess. 1:5).

3) If we have fully known the great glory that we shall obtain in the future, we must “glory in tribulations”, for our momentary light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory (2Cor. 4:16-17).

4) He who refuses the cross is just refusing victory. If man always flees from troubles and escapes from being dealt with by man’s wisdom, he will lose many things in his life (Matt. 10:39). We should be sure that the cross is our way as well as our crown (Gal. 6:14). Today, we should rejoice in tribulations when we follow the Lord, for the Lord has said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. (Luke 9:23)”

5) When we are suffering from tribulations, what is important is not that the difficulty can be removed early, but we shall catch the very opportunity to learn what we should learn. Lord Reith says, “I do not like crisis, but I like the opportunity that is provided in the crisis”. Tribulations provide us many chances to edify us.

6) There are not many people who rejoice in tribulations. We may usually pay more attention to these difficulties, but ignore the God who permits them in our life. We should not be overpowered by tribulations. On the contrary, we can regard them as opportunities of practicing our spiritual life joyfully (James 1:2-4).

7) We should also have such spiritual knowledge: “for knowing that tribulation produces perseverance”. Only when one has known it, shall he obtain the intelligence of spiritual growth to open the door of spiritual riches and draw the fullness therein. 

8) Perseverance after tribulations can still keep on moving forward in the face of great hindrance and strong opposition.

Rom. 5:4 “and perseverance, character; and character, hope.”

YLT: “and the endurance, experience; and the experience, hope;”

Literal Meaning: “and perseverance, character”, “character” it is in the original used to describe the pure condition of metals after being refined. Therefore, it refers to the mature character of man like holiness, goodness and fortitude after the refinement of God.

“And character, hope”, the “hope” here is the same as that in verse two (see the commentary of verse two). The ultimate hope produced from tribulations that believers have experienced is not vain fantasy, but firm assurance, namely, the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us (see v.5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Tribulations can purify the impurities in the children of God and improve our spiritual reality.

2) Tribulations may work out noble virtues in those who have experienced them, namely, perseverance and character (v.3-4). When such virtues are related to the faith of believers, the hope shall be elevated.

3) There are two levels of believers’ “hope”: one is the hope (v.2) when they have just been saved, and the other is the hope after tribulations. Both of them are the same in nature, but vary in the extent.

4) The glory of believers’ hope will surely be increased and strengthened after they have experienced tribulations, perseverance and have been purified in character.

Rom. 5:5 “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

YLT: “and the hope doth not make ashamed, because the love of God hath been poured forth in our hearts through the Holy Spirit that hath been given to us.”

Literal Meaning: “now hope does not disappoint”, “disappoint”: be ashamed because the hope has come to nothing. The “hope” of believers is not only a kind of groundless optimism, but also a kind of assurance after having experienced God. The love of God that we have experienced in tribulations shall be the reason of the hope that in us (1Pet. 3:15) so that we can be sure that he who believes on Him shall not be ashamed (Rom. 9:33; 10:11; 1Pet. 2:6).

“Because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”, after we believers have been justified, we shall receive the Holy Spirit as the earnest of our inheritance (Eph. 1:13-14). The Spirit shall not only lead us into the spiritual reality (John 16:13) so as to make us foretaste the riches of God, but also pour out the love of God so that the love shall be abundant in us.

This verse means that the indwelling spirit shall make us know and understand the love of God to us (Eph. 3:16-19), so we are sure that our hope does not disappoint. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In Christ, the love of God has been poured out in the cup and even is overflowing and has been poured out in us. The love has been poured out from the heart of God and will flow into us.

2) The love of God that we have tasted is not a little only. It is actually abundantly “poured out” into us. The love is like a gush of water flowing into us, increasing and abounding until it fills us to the full.

3) Pouring out is for the purpose of growing (see 1Cor. 3:6). Our experiences tell us that we are really growing up everyday in the pouring out and cultivation of God’s love, just like the growth of children in the pouring out of their parents’ love.

4) The more the love of God has been poured out into us, the more we can deal with the troubles we are faced with and the more confident we are of our future in hope.

5) The Spirit of God and the Holy Spirit are our assurance. The goodwill of God’s love and the mighty power of God must enable us to be unto fullness and fulfill the glory of hope.

6) Although man can speak of the cross, without the work of the Holy Spirit, his heart is still cold.

7) If one’s hope is in God, he will never lose hope. If one’s hope is in the love of God, his hope will never be in vain, for God loves us in his everlasting love ---- such love has eternal power.

8) The love of God is God Himself (1John 4:8, 16). Such love in us is our strength that enables us to be more than conquer (Rom. 8:37). Therefore, we shall never be ashamed even though we have been suffered some troubles.

Rom. 5:6 “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”

YLT: “For in our being still ailing, Christ in due time did die for the impious;”

Meaning of Words: “without strength”: strengthless, weak; 

Literal Meaning: “for when we were still without strength”, when we have no strength to oppose sins or keep the will of God;

“In due time Christ died for the ungodly”, “in due time”, it refers to the appointed time before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:10; Gal. 4:4; Titus 1:3).

Here, it emphasizes that the love of God is active and is predestinated, and is granted to those who are unworthy.

Rom. 5:7 “For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.”

YLT: “for scarcely for a righteous man will any one die, for for the good man perhaps some one also doth dare to die;”

Literal Meaning: “for scarcely for a righteous man will one die”, Paul has quoted the verse “There is none righteous, no even one” (Rom. 3:10). Therefore, here “a righteous man” is not a man who has no transgression, but one who has done all his duties and has not overreached others.  

“Yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die”, “a good man” refers to the man who give more to others beyond what they are merited. “Someone would even dare to die”, it means that one is so moved that he sacrifices himself with boldness. 

This verse indicates that the love of God surpasses all the reactions of man ---- His love has no purpose or intention.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The love of man will at most encourage him to die for those he loves. No one is willing to sacrifice for those who are unworthy to be loved and those who do not love himself. 

2) We are neither righteous men nor good men, but sinner who have no righteousness nor goodness. However, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (v.8). Such love surpasses all, and only “the love of God” can do it. 

Rom. 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

YLT: “and God doth commend His own love to us, that, in our being still sinners, Christ did die for us;”

Literal Meaning: “while we were still sinners”: while we were doing unrighteous things (Rom. 1:18, 28) and came short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Christ died for us when we were in the rebellious condition, and thus the love of God had been manifested to us (1John 4:9). The Holy Spirit has portrayed the crucified Christ before us (Gal. 3:1) and has revealed us the love of God, thus providing us full joy in tribulations. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) That the Lord has died for us not because we are “worthy”. He died for us while we were sinners, showing that his death was not for the purpose of passively fulfilling His obligation, but actively manifesting the love of God.

2) The Holy Father and the Holy Son are one. Therefore, the sacrifice of the latter One is the sign of the love of the former One ---- the death of Christ has fully manifested the love of God.

3) God demonstrates His own love toward us even while we were still sinners. Since we are His children now, God will surely love us more.

Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”

YLT: “much more, then, having been declared righteous now in his blood, we shall be saved through him from the wrath;”

Literal Meaning: “much more then, having now been justified by His blood”, “His blood” refers to the sacrificing death of Christ. “By His blood” is parallel to “through the death of His Son” in verse ten.

“We shall be saved from wrath through Him”, “the wrath of God” is not only the wrath that has been treasured (Rom. 1:18) in God now, but also the impending wrath (1Thess. 1:10).

The crucified Christ on the cross has on one hand dealt with our sins ---- which makes us justified, and had on the other hand crucified the old man, our “self” and the flesh with the passions and the lusts ---- which deals with our sin and abolishes the elements causing the wrath of God. These are the first two effects of salvation. 

Rom. 5:10 “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”

YLT: “for if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in his life.”

Literal Meaning: the Son of God had not only dies for us, but also risen from the dead for us. His death solves all the difficulties between man and God so that men are no longer enemies of God and have been reconciled with God (Col. 1:21-22). His resurrection gives His life to us so as to enable us to live by this life and grow up to salvation (1Pet. 2:2). Here, “salvation” not only refers to being saved from passive things, but also indicates that we shall experience the full salvation of God and be conformed to the image of his Son (Rom. 8:29). This verse describes the two-sided effects of salvation. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The life and death of Jesus Christ have close relation with our salvation. His death solves all the problems of our “sins”. His life has solved all the troubles of our “sin”.

2) Christ we believe is not dead, but a living Lord. Now He lives in us and brings us into the life in the new creation.

3) Everyday, we need to be saved in His life and be delivered from many passive things, including the entanglement of sins, the attraction of the world and the life of the natural life and etc.

Rom. 5:11 “And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.”

YLT: “And not only , but we are also boasting in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we did receive the reconciliation;”

Literal Meaning: “the reconciliation”, it meaning being a friend of God in the original ---- one’s mind and walking conform to God so as to make God satisfied. “Rejoice in God”, it means enjoying God and regarding God as our enjoyment and joy. The ultimate intention of salvation is that God walks with men and abides with men ---- they enjoy and satisfy with each other unto the eternal age.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In verse two, it is boasting the hope of the glory of God, and this verse is “boasting God Himself” (the original), proving that the hope of glory that we boast of is God Himself who have boundless fullness in Christ. Just like a hymn sings, “My goal is God Himself, not my joy, nor peach, nor even blessing…my God my glory here, from day to day, and in the glory there my Great Reward”.

2) All those who know the hope of glory in tribulations shall boast of both “tribulations” and “God” (v.2-3, 11), and yet mainly boast of God ---- just like what the psalmist says, God “is the God my exceeding joy” (Ps. 43:4).

3) We firstly “have peace with God” and then “rejoice in God”. If we want to enjoy the blessings and joy of God, we shall firstly keep normal relation with God.

Rom. 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- ”

YLT: “because of this, even as through one man the sin did enter into the world, and through the sin the death; and thus to all men the death did pass through, for that all did sin;”

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, it shows the rest part of this chapter still speaks of the same matter in the first half of the chapter, and yet the point of view is different. The first half (v.1-11) relates to salvation, and the rest speaks of deliverance. Salvation means that our outside doings and sins are forgiven by God. This is once and for all. Deliverance shows that our being, our “self” is delivered and released from the power of sin and is no longer ruled by sin. This is what we are experiencing every day. 

  The rest part of this chapter can be surmised as follows: sin and death are out of Adam, and grace and life are of Christ.

“Just as through one man sin entered the world”, the word “sin” in the singular refers to the sin in person (see Gen. 4:7). The “one man” is Adam. The world relates to all the people in the world, namely, the whole mankind (see John 1:29; 3:16, the same world). Because of the fall of Adam, sin had entered into the life of men so that all men had fallen into the bondage and had sinned (John 8:34).

“And death through sin, and thus death spread to all men”, the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23), so death spread to all men. 

“Because all sinned--”, “sin” means “missing the mark”. The whole verse points that all the works of man came short of the standard of God, for man had sinned. 

This verse tells us that all that we have in Adam is sin and death before we have been saved.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Everyone has inherited the sin of Adam after birth and has become a sinner. Once we have been born, we are sinner, so we can sin. That we are sinners is not that we have sinned.

2) Sin is the sting of death (1Cor. 15:56) and death is the wages of sin (Rom. 6:23). Sin and death cannot be separated, so all the people shall be under the power of sin and death.

3) Anyone who wants to deal with the problem of sin and death shall seek the way of being outwardly delivered from troubles only, but start from the inner life. 

4) Jesus Christ also took part in the blood and flesh that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil, and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage (Heb. 2:14-15).

Rom. 5:13 “(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.”

YLT: “for till law sin was in the world: and sin is not reckoned when there is not law;”

Meaning of Words: “be imputed”: charge into an account;

Literal Meaning: “(for until the law sin was in the world”, though God had not given the law when Adam fell and sin had not been manifested by the law, the existence of “sin” was a fact.

“But sin is not imputed when there is no law”, the function of the law is manifesting man’s sins and sin (Rom. 3:20; 7:7). When there was not the law, man’s sin had not been taken into the account. 

Rom. 5:14 “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.”

YLT: “but the death did reign from Adam till Moses, even upon those not having sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is a type of him who is coming.”

Meaning of Words: “type”: figure, pattern, statue; sampler, model;

Literal Meaning: “nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses”, “from Adam to Moses”, it relates to the times without the law, for the law was given by Moses (John 1:17). It inherits the meaning of the previous verse, showing that the existence of sin and death has nothing to do with the law. Though there was not the law to expose man’s “transgression”, man had really sinned. The sting of death is sin (1Cor. 15:56) and sin brings death and death reigns in man. All men, to the last man, are subjective to the power of sin.

“Even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come”, “who was to come” is Christ, who is the last Adam (1Cor. 15:45). “Likeness” means predestinated type. Adam is the head and type of the old creation. Likewise, Christ is the head and type of the new creation. How men have received all that they have in Adam, and in like manner all men shall also receive all that they should have in Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Since the grandfather Adam sinned, death befell to all men and became a terrible power, just like a king who ruled men and made men his bondmen. All the children of Adam ---- even they had not committed the same sin as Adam ---- should also die.

2) Thank the Lord! His cross has redeemed our sins. His resurrection has destroyed the power of death so that we are released us from death and have obtained his eternal life. What transcendent and great grace (v.21; see Heb. 2:14-15).

Rom. 5:15 “But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. ”

YLT: “But, not as the offence so also the free gift; for if by the offence of the one the many did die, much more did the grace of God, and the free gift in grace of the one man Jesus Christ, abound to the many;

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that result of the “gift” far surpasses that of the “offense”. The offense of Adam made “many” the victims unto death. However, the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man will surely befall to “many” more abundantly. The word “many” has mentioned twice in this verse, but refer to different groups. The former is the old creation and all the mankind. And the latter refers to the new creation and the whole believers.

  Why does the result of the “gift” far surpass that of the “offense”? There are reasons as follows:

1) Jesus Christ far transcends Adam;

2) What Adam did was offense, but what Jesus Christ did was grace. What Jesus Christ did far exceeds what Adam did by nature.

3) The result of offense is passive and unavoidable, but the gift in grace is active and free. The active one prevails over the passive one. The free gift is better than forced imposition. 

4) Gift is better than judgment and justification than condemnation. Concerning this point, Paul gives us the supplementary explanation in the next verse.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is a fact that Adam’s fall left us disaster. But the grace gifted by Christ in His redemption is a greater fact that far transcends the disaster before. 

2) The salvation of Christ cannot only solve the passive troubles, but also lead men into more than fullness.

Rom. 5:16 “And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. ”

YLT: “and not as through one who did sin the free gift, for the judgment indeed of one to condemnation, but the gift of many offences to a declaration of `Righteous,'”

Literal Meaning: this verse points the difference between judgment and gift as well as condemnation and justification: 

1) Judgment is to impute the sin of one man to many, but gift is to impute the sins of many to one.

2) Condemnation relates to one man and his sins one time, and justification considers the sins of many and many times.

3) In a word, judgment is not like gift, and condemnation is not like justification. 

Rom. 5:17 “For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) ”

YLT: “for if by the offence of the one the death did reign through the one, much more those, who the abundance of the grace and of the free gift of the righteousness are receiving, in life shall reign through the one -- Jesus Christ.”

Literal Meaning: “death reigned through the one”, “reign”, it means that death is a kind of power. All the world lives under the shadow of the death and is ruled by the devil who has the power of death (Heb. 2:14-15).

“Those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness”, “the gift of righteousness” refers to the free gift of righteousness. It indicates that we believers are those who have received abundance of grace and have obtained the free gift of righteousness. Grace brings the gift of righteousness to man and the gift of righteousness delivers man from judgment and condemnation (v.16).

“Will reign in life”, “life” relates to the divine life, which can be obtained by believing and receiving the Lord (John 10:10; 1John 5:12). This life is different from our physical life (Mark 12:44 the original) and soul life (Matt. 16:25 the original). This life is Christ Himself (John 11:25; 14:6,), who has all the fullness of the Godhead (Col. 2:9) and the power of indissoluble life (Heb. 7:16), works in believers so that they can overcome sin and death. 

This verse mainly points that the power of life far exceeds the power of death. Though death is strong and powerful as well as cruel and terrible (see Cant. 8:6), it can only reign in Adam (the old man). If we live in Christ (the new man), life will sorrow death (2Cor.5:4; 1Cor. 15:54) and make the condition of reigning manifest in us. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord Jesus is not only our Savior who saves us, but also our king who governs us. All those who are saved by Him shall honor Him as the king. He reigns in our life, so we should pay great attention to and obey the feeling of the inner life, for the feeling of the inner life is exactly the command of the Lord who reigns in our life.

2) Death is the greatest power ---- no one can overcome or flee from death. But now life has swallowed the death by Jesus Christ. As long as we live in His life, we shall all have the experience of “swallowing the death”.

3) The boundary of Adam is the boundary where death reigns. If a believer who has been saved goes back to the life in the old creation, he will immediately smell the death and thus be ruled by death.

4) If we believers who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness “live in life”, we shall also “reign” with the Lord. However, note that we are only the channel that lets life reign. Life is the reality of life, without which we can do nothing. 

Rom. 5:18 “Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.”

YLT: “So, then, as through one offence to all men to condemnation, so also through one declaration of `Righteous' to all men to justification of life;”

Literal Meaning: because of Adam’s “fall” (offense), all men are condemned and are all under the power of sin and death. Likewise, on account of the righteous work of Christ on the cross, all men shall be justified and thus obtain the life of God and enjoy the great power of life.

Rom. 5:19 “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”

YLT: “for as through the disobedience of the one man, the many were constituted sinners: so also through the obedience of the one, shall the many be constituted righteous.”

Literal Meaning: the “one” in the previous verse refers to the matter concerning outside works, and the “one man/Man” in this verse relates to the matter of the inner life. Because of the disobedience to God, sin had been constituted into men and all men became “sinners”. In like manner, since Christ one Man had obeyed God unto death (Phil. 2:8), the righteous life and disposition shall be constituted in men and all righteous men shall be “righteous men”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We receive all that are of Adam in Adam. Likewise, we receive all that are of Christ in Christ.

2) All true believers shall have righteous life and disposition in them and shall manifest their righteous works and life outside.

Rom. 5:20 “Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,”

YLT: “And law came in, that the offence might abound, and where the sin did abound, the grace did overabound,”

Meaning of Words: “moreover”: come in alongside, supervene additionally; 

Literal Meaning: “moreover the law entered that the offense might abound”, this verse follows the thought of verse thirteen and shows the relation between the law and the sin. Besides, it points that grace in Christ far transcends the sin in Adam. 
“Moreover the law entered”, it indicates that to give the law is not God’s original intention. Since men had sinned and had no knowledge of sin, God brought in the law. “That the offense might abound”, the function of the law is to expose men’s sins, which abound more, and so men will know their depravity and powerlessness and thus turn to the salvation of Christ. 

“But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more”, there are two aspects of meaning in this verse:

1) The more we have realized the dreadfulness of sins, the more we shall rely on grace and draw grace so that grace shall abound on us increasingly. 

2) Grace always surpasses sins. Grace is not only stronger or more powerful than sins, but also more than sins and more effective than sins (see 2Cor. 12:9).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the power of sin is terrible, it is merely serving as a foil to the glory and fullness of grace before grace. 

2) The power of grace is greater than that of sin. Sin cannot meet grace. Once sin meets grace, sin will flee ---- just like the power of medicine is stronger than that of the illness.

Rom. 5:21 “so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

YLT: “that even as the sin did reign in the death, so also the grace may reign, through righteousness, to life age-during, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Literal Meaning: it is the third time of using the word “so” (v.18, 19, 21) in this verse, thus showing the contrast between the result in Adam and that in Christ. In Adam, men were not only condemned and but also became sinners. Moreover, they were brought under the bondage of the power of sin and death. 

  “So that as sin reigned in death, it was not only death reigned, but also sin reigned (v.14, 17). Sin reigned through death, for men were subject to bondage through fear of death (see Heb. 2:15).

“Even so grace might reign through righteousness”, the righteousness of God is the premise and channel for us to enjoy the grace of God. As long as we are united with Christ by faith, the righteous demand of God will be fulfilled and we will obtain the gracious presence of God (1Cor. 15:10). And such grace has surpassing power (2Cor. 12:9) to dwell upon, strengthen, dominate and govern us so that we shall have the eternal life of God richly in order to reign in life (v.17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Sin can only reign in the sphere of death, but can never reign in the sphere of grace.

2) Thank the Lord! All men in Christ shall not only be justified but also become righteous. Besides, they are put in grace and the power of life and are governed by them.

3) He who reigns has power. If one has not passed through the procedures according to God’s righteousness, God will still not let His grace befall to us, not to mention working His power on us.

4) Grace might reign through righteousness. Grace is the flow of water, and righteousness is the water pipe. The flow of water of grace flows in the water pipe of righteousness. Righteousness is the premise that grace can reign.

5) If the grace of God is given by His mercy, it may not be stable. Now, His grace has manifested surpassing power through His righteousness ---- “reign”, so that we must obtain “eternal life”. How sure! How stable!

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【What We Have Obtained After Being Justified by Faith】

A. We have received a new standing (v.1-2):

1. “Have peace with God” ---- be brought into the relation of “having peace with God”;

2. “Have access by faith into this grace in which we stand” ---- come into the sphere of grace;

B. We have received a joyful life (v.3-5a):

1. “Glory in tribulations”;

2. “Knowing that tribulation produces…does not disappoint”;

C. We have received a sure proof (v.5b-8):

1. “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”;

2. “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”;

D. We have received the perfect salvation (v.9-11):

1. “Be justified by His blood… be saved from wrath through Him”;

2. “Be reconciled to God… be saved by His life”;

3. “Rejoice in God through the Lord Jesus”;

【The Result of Justification by Faith ---- Have Access into the Blessed Salvation】

A. A new standing ---- which makes us stand in new position (v.2);

B. A new relation ---- be reconciled to God through Christ (v.6-10);

1. In due time Christ died for the ungodly;

2. God demonstrates His own love toward us;

3. Be justified by His blood;

4. Be saved from wrath through Him;

5. Thus He has become our peace;

C. Inside filling inside ---- the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us (v.5);

D. Outside life ---- boast God Himself in every environment through Christ (v.2-4);

1. Glory in tribulations;

2. Boast the glory and hope of God in tribulations;

3. Tribulation produces perseverance, and perseverance, character, and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint;

4. Finally, God Himself is their glory and reward; 

【The Confidence of A Believer】

A. His past ---- have been justified by faith (v.1); 

B. His present ---- have access by faith into this grace in which we stand (v.2);

C. His hope ---- the glory of God (v.2);

D. His experience ---- including tribulations (v.3);

E. The outcome ---- the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us (v.5);

【Three “Rejoice”s or Three “Boast”s】

A. In hope (v.1-2); 

B. In tribulations (v.3);

C. In God (v.5-11);

【Grace, Glory and Love】

A. Grace (v.102a): one shall enter and stand in the grace. We have peace because of grace.

B. Glory (v.2b-5a): one shall rejoice and boast in glory. We have hope because of glory; 

C. Love (v.5b-11): one shall receive and understand. We are justified and saved and boast in God because of His love.

【Through the Lord, We shall…】

A. We shall have peace with the Lord (v.1);

B. We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand (v.2);

C. We shall be saved from wrath through Him (v.9);

D. We shall be reconciled to God through the death of the Son of God (v.11);

E. We shall boast in God (v.11);

【God】

A. Have peace with God (v.1);

B. Rejoice in the glory of God (v.2);

C. The love of God has been poured out in our hearts (v.5);

D. Be saved from wrath through Him (v.9);

E. Be reconciled to God (v.11);

F. Boast in God (v.11)

【Three Equivalent Structures in Chapter Five of the Book of Romans】

A. Have peace with God ---- experience in the past (v.1); enter into this grace ---- the standing at present (v.2); the hope of glory ---- hope in the future (v.2);

B. Faith (v.1); hope (v.2); love (v.5);

C. Perseverance; character; hope (v.4);

D. Have peace with God (v.1); be poured out by the love of God (v.5); boast in God (v.11);

E. Rejoice in hope of the glory (v.2); glory in tribulations (v.3); boast in God (v.11);

F. Ungodly (the original); a righteous; a good man (v.6-7);

G. Christ died for the ungodly (v.6); Christ died for sinners (v.8); Christ died for the enemies (v.10);

H. The divine Trinity ---- God the Father (v.1); God the Spirit (v.5); the Lord Jesus Christ (v.11);

I. Grace (v.15); abundance of grace (v.17); grace abounded much more (v.20);

【Free Gifts】

1. The giver of grace ---- God (v.15);

A. He is a God of peace ---- have peace with God (v.1);

B. He is a God of glory ---- the glory of God (v.2); 

C. He is a God of love ---- the love of God (v.5-8); 

D. He is a God of reconciliation ---- be reconciled to God (v.10); 

E. He is a God of joy ---- boast in God (v.11); 

F. He is a God of grace ---- the grace of God (v.15); 

2. Gift ---- Jesus Christ (v.15-17) ---- the gifts provided as follows:

A. Have peace with God (v.1);

B. The access into God (v.2);

C. The joy of hope (v.2);

D. God gives the Holy Spirit (v.5);

E. Redemption (v.6, 8-9, 16);

F. The eternal life (v.21);

G. Be justified (v.1-9);

3. The ground of gifts ---- the grace of God (v.15):

A. The origin of grace ---- God (v.15);

B. The objects of grace ---- man without strength (v.6); sinner (v.8); enemies (v.10); disobedient man (v.19); man who died in sin (v.12); man who is condemned (v.18);

C. The ground of grace ---- righteousness (v.21); 

D. The transcendence of grace ---- abound much more (v.20); 

E. The power of grace ---- reign (v.21); 

4. The glory of gifts ---- abounded to many (v.15)

5. The nature of gifts ---- free (v.15)

【Rejoice】

A. Rejoice in hope (v.2); 

B. Rejoice in tribulations (v.3);

C. Rejoice in God (v.11);

【Three Elements of Joy】

A. Hope (v.2);

B. Tribulations (v.5);

C. God (v.11);

【Love and the Divine Trinity (v.5, 8)】

A. God the Father is the origin of love ---- “the love of God” (see 1John 4:8, “God is love.”);

B. God the Son is the manifestation of love ---- “God demonstrates His own love toward us…Christ died for us”;

C. God the Spirit pours out the love ---- “love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”;

【Man’s Standing and Condition Before God】

A. When we were still “without strength” (v.6) ---- have no strength to do good;

B. While we were still “sinners” (v.8) ---- be ungodly to God and offend Him;

C. When we were “enemies” (v.10) ---- be enemies of God;

【Much More】

A. “Much more”, we shall be saved from wrath through Him (v.9);

B. “Much more”, we shall be saved by His life (v.10);

C. “Much more” the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many (v.15);

D. “Much more”… will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ (v.17);

E. Grace abounded “much more” (v.20);

【Three Layers of Effect of Salvation】

A. The first layer: now ---- be justified by His blood; future ---- be saved from wrath through Him (v.9);

B. The second layer: now ---- be reconciled to God through the death of His Son; future ---- be saved by His life (v.10);

C. The third layer: now ---- have received the reconciliation; future ---- rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ (v.11) 

【The Contrast Between Justification and Reconciliation】

A. Be justified ---- by His blood ---- be saved from (v.9);

B. Be reconciled to God ---- through the death of the Son of God ---- be saved (v.10);

【The Reasons for Boasting of God】

A. We are justified by His blood (v.9a);

B. We are saved from wrath through the suffering of the Lord (v.9b);

C. We are reconciled to God through the death of God’s Son (v.10a);

D. We shall be saved by His life (v.10b);

【The Contrast Between the Result in Adam and That in Christ】

A. The result in Adam (v.12-14a):

1. “Sin entered the world…and thus death spread to all men”

2. “Death reigned”;

B. How men obtain the outcome in Adam, so also that in Christ:

1. “Adam is a type of Him who was to come” (v.14b);

2. All men became sinners in Adam, even so through Christ men are justified (v.18-19);

3. Sin reigned because of death, even so through righteousness grace reigns (v.21);

C. The result in Christ far surpasses that in Adam:

1. “The free gift is not like the offense, … the grace of God … abounded to many” (v.15);

2. Judgment is not like grace, and condemnation is not like justification (v.16);

3. That death reigned is not like that Christ Jesus reigns in life (v.17);

4. “Where sin abounded, grace abounded much more” (v.20);

【In Adam and In Christ ---- Two Great Corporate Men】

A. Through Adam one man (in Adam):

1. Through one man sin entered the world
2. One offense resulted in condemnation
3. By one man's disobedience many were constituted sinners
B. Through Christ one man (in Christ):

1. Life and grace are brought through one man;

2. Through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life;

3. By one Man's obedience many will be constituted righteous;

C. Four “reign”s today:

1. Death reigned through sin;

2. Sin reigned in death;

3. Life reigns ---- he who has obtained the grace reigns;

4. Grace reigns ---- grace reigns through righteousness;

D. “In Christ” is a greater fact:

1. The grace in Christ is more greater than the fall in Christ;

2. Reigning in life is more greater than being ruled by death;

3. That grace reigns through righteousness is more greater than that sin reigns through death ---- where sin abounded, grace abounded much more;

【The Plan of God ---- Grace Reigns In Christ】

A. Two men: Adam and Christ (v.14);

B. Two actions:

1. The transgressions of Adam (v.12, 15, 17-19);

2. The righteous deeds of Christ (v.18);

C. Two kinds of results:

1. Adam was condemned, punished or death (v.15-16, 18-19);

2. Christ is justified, and had life and reigns (v.17-19);

D. Two “given”s:

1. In status, the grace of God is in Christ fully given to those who are the seeds of the creature, Adam (v.15);

2. In action, all men’s sins are imputed to Christ so that all those in Christ who have obtained the grace shall be justified (v.16);

E. Two “reign”s:

1. Sin reigned in death (v.20);

2. Grace reigns so that one shall be justified (v.21);

F. Two kinds of abundance:

1. The abundance of grace (v.17);

2. The abundance of righteous act (v.17);

3. Two covenants

4. In Adam, men are condemned as the slaves of death;

5. In Christ, men are justified as the slaves of righteousness;

【The Brief Objective Facts Proving the Assurance of Justification by Faith】

A. Opposition: the opposition between Christ and Adam ---- “Adam is a type of Him who was to come” (v.12-14);

B. Contrast: the contrast between grace and offence ---- “the free gift is not like the offense” (v.15-17);

C. Comparison (v.18-21): 

1. Being justified through righteous act versus being condemned by offence; 

2. Obedience be made righteous versus disobedience many were made sinners;

3. Grace reigns and life versus sin reigned and death;

4. Grace versus the law;

【The Abundance of Grace】 

A. Much more the grace of God and the gift abounded to many (v.15).

B. Abundance of grace (v.17);

C. Grace abounded much more (v.20);

D. Grace might reign through righteousness (v.21);

Romans Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter

【Be Set Free From the Bondage of Sin by the Union With Christ】

I. The fact of the union with Christ ---- the baptism:

i. He who died to sin shall not live any longer in sin (v.1-2);

ii. To be baptized is being baptized into the death of Christ and being buried with Him (v.3-4a);

iii. The purpose is that we can walk in newness of life (v.4b);

iv. Since we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection (v.5).

J. The steps of overcoming sin in Christ:

i. “Know”:

1. The old man was crucified with Him, that we should no longer be slaves of sin (v.6-7);

2. To believe that we shall also live with Him and live to God (v.8-10);

ii. “Reckon” (“count” in the original) yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God (v.11);

iii. “Present one’s members to God”:

1. As instruments of righteousness (v.12-14);

2. Become slaves of righteousness (v.15-18);

3. The result of becoming slaves of righteousness ---- sanctification and eternal life (v.19-23);

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Rom. 6:1 “What shall we say then Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say? shall we continue in the sin that the grace may abound?”

Literal Meaning: “what shall we say then”, the word “then” relates to verse twenty in chapter five “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more”. Paul here intents to correct all the wrong conceptions of this verse. 

  “We continue in sin”, “in sin”, it means living in the sphere where sin reigns that sin will govern all our actions and life and thus sin becomes the content of life.

  Apparently, someone opposed the doctrine of being justified by faith testified by Paul, for they thought that teaching might make men morally irresponsible. 

“That grace may abound”, the more one sins, the more chances shall be given to grace.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The abundance of grace is to let sinners have chances to obtain grace, not to make them insensitive to sin.

2) Grace makes men “not” in sin so as to lead a sanctified life. Grace does not make men “still” in sin to let grace abound.

3) Grace does not irritate men to sin like the law (Rom. 7:7-11). Instead, grace releases men and enables them to overcome sin. 

Rom. 6:2 “Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”

YLT: “let it not be! we who died to the sin -- how shall we still live in it?”

Literal Meaning: “we who died to sin”, “died”, the past tense showed that it was a fact that had happened when a man believed the Lord. 

  “How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it”, believers cannot live in sin for the simple reason that “we are men who died to sin”.

  Before we believers had been saved, concerning the function of the spirit, we “had been dead in sin” (Eph. 2:1). We could not resist against sin and were dead in conscience when we sinned. As regards to the function of the soul and body, we “lived in sin” and were inclined to sin and rejoiced in sins. After we have been saved, our spirits are quickened (Eph. 2:5), but our souls die to sins. Therefore, sin can never control us nor force us to sin as usual. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A believer shall not live in sin any longer after he has been saved. Salvation is to deliver us from sin and death so that we shall never be bound by sin or death.

2) Though we believers in the New Testament need not to keep the customs or the letter, we still have to keep moral laws but not live in sin.

3) Both the conditions of “dying to sin” and “living in sin” cannot exist simultaneously.

4) Christians are men who have been dead to sin. If one has not been dead to sin, he is not a Christian. It is a ridiculous and contradictory saying that “a Christian still lives in sin”.

Rom. 6:3 “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”

YLT: “are ye ignorant that we, as many as were baptized to Christ Jesus, to his death were baptized?”

Literal Meaning: in the apostles’ times when the book was written, the baptism was carried out after one had repented and believed the Lord (see Acts.2:38, 41; 8:12, 35-38; 16:14-15, 33). Though the baptism is not a condition for a man’s being saved, it is a manifestation of his true believing. In other words, the baptism is to testify and declare one’s faith inside by the actions outside, testifying that he has received Jesus Christ as his Savior before the world, the angels and the devil. Therefore, the spiritual fact that we have been united with Christ comes from the baptism.

  “As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus”, “be baptized” means being immersed into the water and being covered by the water. Therefore, the baptism is to let the believer’s whole body be immersed into the water.  

  “Into”, it means entering a new area. There is only one condition for man to obtain the eternal life, namely, “believe” (John 3:36; 1John 5:13). However, one shall also be baptized if he desires to be delivered from the sin (Mark 16:16; John3:5; 1Pet. 3:21). The baptism is to “enter” another sphere by actions, thus being delivered from the power of the previous sphere. We are translated from “Adam” to “Christ” (1Cor. 15:22), namely, from “the power of darkness” to “the kingdom of the beloved” (Col. 1:13). The baptism is the declaration of this translation.

“Were baptized into His death”, the first significance of the baptism is to be into the death of Christ. That is to say, one shall confess the death of Christ and we are also dead in Him when we are baptized (see 2Cor. 5:14). Once we have been immersed into the water, we have been in Christ and have part in His death. This death especially relates to the death toward the negatives matters, such as sin, self, the world and Satan and etc.

Rom. 6:4 “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

YLT: “we were buried together, then, with him through the baptism to the death, that even as Christ was raised up out of the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we in newness of life might walk.”

Literal Meaning: “were buried with Him”, the second significance of the baptism is to be buried with Christ. Though there is not a clear example of the form of the baptism in the Scriptures, seeing from the descriptions of “for there is great water” (John 3:23) and “from the water” (Matt. 3:16; Acts. 8:39), we can infer that the one who is baptized may be fully immersed into the water. Such form is in line with the meaning of “bury” in this verse.

  The “burial” is the proof of death. It on one hand shows that the one who is baptized has been into the death of Christ so that he should be buried “out of men’s sight” (see Gen. 23:8), namely, to put one’s past to an end. On the other hand, to be buried under the earth is for the purpose of spring out new life (see John 12:24).

“Even so we also should walk in newness of life”, the third significance of the baptism is to have the newness of life. He who is baptized will be totally immersed into the water and then “come out of the water”. Since the “water” relates to the death, “coming out of the water” will refer to being raised out of the death. Since death and the burial have concluded something, one will be different from that in the past after being raised again. One has thereby obtained the life of Christ. If we live in this life, we will surely have new actions in our life. This is the newness of life, namely, the sanctified life. 

“Newness” in the original meaning having not in the past or being utterly distinct from the old one; the newness of life expresses the new condition of life, showing that the newness of the new life of “being raised with Christ” is a kind of spiritual, or moral one in life by nature. 

The new life that Christians have obtained, concerning man’s experience, is “the birth from above” (John 3:3). Concerning the nature and origin, the life is “born from God” (John 1:13). Concerning the condition that the life manifests, it is “new”. 

“That just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father”, “the glory of the Father” refers to the manifestation of God. Whenever God manifests Himself, He also manifests His great power. Therefore, glory and power are usually mentioned together (Ps. 145:11; Col. 1:11; 1Pet. 4:11; Rev. 1:6; 4:11; 5:12-13; 7:12; 19:1). The resurrection of Christ is through the mighty power of God (Eph. 1:20) and manifests the glory of God.

Spiritual Meaning: the spiritual meanings of the three steps of the baptism are as below: 

1) Go down into the water ---- be into the death of Christ;

2) Be immersed into the water ---- be buried with Him;

3) Come out of the water ---- be raised with Him together;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The baptism is to be baptized into the death of Christ and be buried with Him. Since we have been baptized with Christ, we shall not return to the life before we were saved, nor live in the oldness.

2) “What…is not made alive unless it dies” (1Cor. 15:36). If the natural one has not been dead, the spirit cannot be quickened. The more one has been into the death, the more he will increase in life.

3) If believers want to grow in life, they should go through the same procedure like Jesus Christ. He died first, and then rose again, thus fulfilling the whole work of salvation. Believers should also die with Him and rise with Him so that they can lead the life filled with Christ.

4) “Burial” proves the verity of death. There is no one burying living things. And no one remains a dead one without burying him. Since we are dead, our relationship with the world shall be broken off. Since we have been dead before God, He will no longer see our sins. Concerning ourselves, since we have been dead and been buried with the Lord, we shall no longer live in sin.

Rom. 6:5 “For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,”

YLT: “For, if we have become planted together to the likeness of his death, also we shall be of the rising again;”

Meaning of Words: “be united”: grown along with; plant together;

Literal Meaning: “if we have been united together in the likeness of His death”, it is past perfect tense. “If” refers to an accomplished fact, but has not doubtful meaning. “The likeness of His death”, it relates to the likeness of the Lord Jesus when He was crucified on the cross unto to death. Therefore, “have been united together in the likeness of His death” means being crucified with Him and being dead with Him (see v.6, 8). The baptism refers to our union with the death of Christ ---- the old man is crucified with Christ.

“Certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection”, it is the future tense. It does not mean we can not be united with Him until the future, but that the union of resurrection is sure on the basis of the union of the death. “The likeness of His resurrection”, it speaks of the living person of that one who “became dead, and is living to the ages of ages” (Rev. 1:18). “Be in the likeness of His resurrection”, the newness is manifested through His risen life. When we were baptized and came out of the water ---- the new life lives together.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The baptism means not only “living with” the Lord but also “being united with” the Lord. If we are united with the likeness of His death, we will surely be untied with the likeness of His resurrection. If we are grown up in this way, we shall bear the fruit of “sanctification” (v.22).

2) When Christ received the baptism of death in the Jordan, God said, “this is my beloved Son”. When Christ manifested His glory of resurrection on the Mountain of Hermon, God also spoke, “this is my beloved Son” (see Matt. 13:16-17; 17:1-5). When Christ breathed his last on the cross, the centurion confessed, “Truly this man was Son of God” (Mark 15:39). When Christ rose again from the dead by the mighty power of God, the apostle testified, “He is the Son of God” (John 20:31; Rom. 1:4). Therefore, “the likeness of Christ’s resurrection” and “the likeness of Christ’s resurrection” are the full manifestation of the Son of God.

3) The experience of “dying together” is first and the experience of “living together” afterwards. Today, many missionaries only preach “living with the Lord” and “living in the spirit” without mentioning the truth of the cross. This is very dangerous, for they live in the flesh in fact but consider that they are living in surpassing spiritual realm.

4) Only when believers are really united with “the likeness of Christ’s death” and “the likeness of Christ’s resurrection”, will we manifest Him in us perfectly (2Cor. 4:10-11).

Rom. 6: 6 “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.”

YLT: “this knowing, that our old man was crucified with, that the body of the sin may be made useless, for our no longer serving the sin;”

Meaning of Words: “be done away”: be (render) entirely idle, do away, become of no effect, bring (come) to nothing; 

Literal Meaning: “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him”, “the old man” refers to the natural man inherited from Adam, corrupting itself according to the deceitful lusts (Eph. 4:22).

  When Christ was crucified on the cross, the old men of us were also crucified with Him together (Gal. 2:20; 5:24; 6:14). This was an accomplished fact in history. But our eyes need to be opened (Eph. 1:18) so that we can see the glorious fact (see 2Cor. 4:4). Such enlightenment in the spirit is the real meaning of “knowing” in this verse. If we have not seen and known this, we will try to reform the old men of us. Finally, the old man will be excited vainly and thus have corrupted actions (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9). 

  “That the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin”, “the body of sin” refers to the body through which the old man lives. Since the old man is corrupted, the body must be full of sins in deeds. Therefore, it is called “the body of sin”.

Since the old man of us has been crucified on the cross, the sin that reigns in man (Rom. 5:12, 21) can no longer make our old man in bondage to commit sins. If the sin loses the cooperation of the old man, “the body of sin” will surely be of no effect and become entirely idle.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If our physical body acts under the control of the old man, it will be “the body of sin”. If our physical body acts under the control of the new man, it will be “the body of holiness” (see v.19, 22).

2) The scripture testifies that our bodies of sin have been done away and we are no longer slaves of sin. However, many believers are opposite in experience. They still commit sins and have not been delivered from the bondage of sin. And their bodies are still bustling about being driven by sin. It is because though the Lord has accomplished the perfect salvation for us, we have neither really received His works, nor believed His accomplished works, nor drawn His triumph by faith. 

Rom. 6:7 “For he who has died has been freed from sin.”

YLT: “for he who hath died hath been set free from the sin.”

Literal Meaning: we are delivered from the power of sin by death. Sin cannot reign over those who have died. Verse six and seven show us three matters:

1) Sin is a living power like a master.

2) The old man is the slave id sin and is controlled by sin. However, once the old man dies, he has been delivered from sin.

3) The body of sin is the action tool for the old man. Once the old man has died, though the old man exists, he has been entirely idle and of no effect.

    What is really important is that one should see in spirit ---- “knowing” the fact that the old man of us has been dead with Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord’s being crucified on the cross for us saves us from the penalty of sin. Our crucifixion with the Lord on the cross delivers us from the bondage of sin.

2) The way of Christians’ being delivered from sin is not struggling fiercely nor fighting with sin, but “death” (see v.11).

Rom. 6:8 “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,”

YLT: “And if we died with Christ, we believe that we also shall live with him,”

Literal Meaning: “if we died with Christ”, the word “if” here has no negatively “doubtful” tone, but carries the positive meaning of “basing on this fact”.

“We believe that we shall also live with Him”, here, the word “believe” is the same as the word “know” in verse six. Both of the two words refer to spiritual enlightenment (see 2Cor. 5:7). Nevertheless, “know” focuses more on seeing the accomplished fact, and “believe” emphasizes particularly on what will be fulfilled in the future (see Heb. 11:1). Therefore, “believe” has the meaning of “trusting in”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What…is not made alive unless it dies (1Cor. 15:36). Death is before life. We have firstly seen and experienced the fact of having been dead with Christ, and then see and experience the fact of living with Christ together (2Cor. 4:10-11).

2) Being dead with Him is negative, and living with Him is positive. Being dead with Him is for the purpose of living with Him. If we cannot live with Him, there will be of little significance of being dead with Him. 

Rom. 6:9 “knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. ”

YLT: “knowing that Christ, having been raised up out of the dead, doth no more die, death over him hath no more lordship;”

Literal Meaning: we can “believe” in the previous verse, for we have “known” what is mentioned in this verse, i.e. seeing that Christ became dead, and He is living to the ages of ages (Rev. 1:18). Therefore, we can be sure that death can no longer reign over Him or us. All those who are in Christ have been set free from the power of death (Heb. 2:14-15).

  There are two lords of the old man of us ---- one is sin and the other is death (Rom. 5:14, 17, 21). The experience of dying with Him delivers us from sin. The experience of living with Him sets us free from death.
Rom. 6:10 “For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.”

YLT: “for in that he died, to the sin he died once, and in that he liveth, he liveth to God;”

Literal Meaning: “for the death that He died”, His death is for the purpose of dealing with sin (see Is. 53:6; 2Cor. 5:21). Sin can no longer reign over those who have been dead.

“He died to sin once for all”, there is only one time (see 1Pet. 3:18; Heb. 7:27; 9:12, 28; 10:10), showing that His one death has the eternal effect (Heb. 10:12, 14). That sin had been dealt away is a changeless fact. 

“But the life that He lives, He lives to God”, God is the significance and purpose of His life (see Rom. 14:7-8). “Lives”, He lives to the ages of ages. 
Rom. 6:11 “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

YLT: “so also ye, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to the sin, and living to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Literal Meaning: the word “reckon” in the original is “count”, which means “taking an inventory” (see the commentary of chapter four, verse three). Since we have known and believed the fact of dying with the Lord and living with the Lord, we shall take this fact into the inventory of our life and check it. Many times, our knowledge of objective facts is corresponding to our subjective experience. Therefore, we have to calculate the facts that God has fulfilled by faith until they have been performed in our life. Such calculation of faith is to count ourselves to be dead indeed to sin but alive to God. Sin is powerless to us. Henceforth, we have our master ---- the “living God” (Matt. 22:32).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Whenever we see ourselves, we still live. However, we are counted to be dead in Christ. Therefore, we should not “count” within ourselves, but merely “count” in Christ. If we count ourselves to alive in ourselves, we will be dominated by sin and commit sins. If we count the fact that we died in Christ, we will surely be delivered from the power of sin and no longer commit any sin.

2) It is a fact that God counts us as dead in sin. God counts like this, and we also have to count like this.

3) To count ourselves to be dead does not mean that we have not been dead, but regard or consider ourselves to be dead, because the death of the old man is an accomplished fact done by God. Therefore, we count it as a fact. That we have been dead is counted as a fact in the sight of God. Therefore, we shall also count ourselves to be dead. God says that we are crucified. We believe the words and confess that we are dead.

4) In verse six the fact is revealed to us and in verse eleven what we have to do is told us. Verse eleven teaches us how to perform verse six, i.e. to count what the Lord has done as true and receive the work of the cross of dealing with our body.

5) One should firstly have the enlightenment of “dying with Him” in verse six that “counting” in this verse shall be effective.

6) Believers are only alive “in Christ Jesus”. Without Him, we can do nothing (John 15:5), for we are dead.


Rom. 6:12 “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.”

YLT: “Let not then the sin reign in your mortal body, to obey it in its desires;”

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, it indicates that we are free now. If sin reigns in us, it does not mean we are forced by it, but that we are willing to let sin reign in us. Now, all the problems lie in the choice of our will.

“Do not let sin reign in your mortal body”, the “mortal body” is “the body of sin” in verse six. This body has several features as follows:

1) This body is mortal, namely, it is corruptible (1Cor. 15:53).

2) This body will die, for the body had let sin reign in it (Rom. 5:21).

3) After believers have been saved, sin is still latent in the body of us, so there is also possibility of letting sin reign in the body.

    Though sin is still latent in the body of believers, we can use our will to resist against sin (Heb. 12:4). We shall not “let sin” reign in the body of us.

“That you should obey it in its lusts”, there is a definite article “the” before “lusts” in the original. Lusts refer to various desires in the flesh, including sexual desires, greediness, and many other improper cravings. Once sin reigns in man, he will be enticed by many lusts in the body. The lusts deceive the old man (Eph. 4:22) so that the old man shall obey them, thus having corruptive actions (Col.3:9)

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we “refuse to let” sin reign in us, the lusts of the body cannot force us to obey them. If we are “not willing” to let sin reign in us, the works fulfilled by the Lord will be effective in us.

2) Christians live to God, not to sin (see v.11). We need not and cannot hear the command of sin. The best way for us to “not let sin…” is to surrender ourselves to God (see v. 13-14, 19).

Rom. 6:13 “And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”

YLT: “neither present ye your members instruments of unrighteousness to the sin, but present yourselves to God as living out of the dead, and your members instruments of righteousness to God;”

Meaning of Words: “present”: to stand beside, be at hand; “instruments”: weapons, armors;

Literal Meaning: “and do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin”, “members” refers to the various parts in one’s body, like eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet and etc (1Cor. 12:14-21). “Instruments” especially refer to “weapons”. This verse tells us that we can resist against sin with our “will” ---- refuse to present the members of us to sin as instruments of unrighteousness to build its power.

  “Do not let…” in verse twelve relates to the body. And the “do not” in this verse is in relation to members. The former relates to the whole, and the latter refers to the parts. The former refuses the power of sin upon the whole body, and the latter refuses to let sin reign in any member of us. Here, we can see the relation of sin with the body and members of man. Sin needs the body as its dwelling and needs members as its instruments. Sin cannot operate without the body and members. If we believers want to overcome the sin of the body, we should refuse to let sin reign in us. If we desire to overcome the sin of members, we should refuse to present our members as instruments to sin.

“But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God”, “not let” and “not present” show our attitude towards sin, but the words “but” and “present” unveil our attitude towards God. Both of the attitudes need our will. Nevertheless, the former is negative ---- passively refuse sin, and the latter is positive ---- actively give …to God. 

 The “present” to sin and “present” to God are different in tense. The former is the present tense, and the latter is the past perfect tense. Our proper attitude toward sin should be continual rejection. However, to God, we have chosen Him resolutely and have been determined to be faithful unto Him and yield ourselves to God.  

“Present” means yielding oneself willingly, which demands spiritual enlightenment and knowledge. Therefore, man shall be as “being alive from the dead”, for only those who have really known death and resurrection have the mind of living no longer for themselves but for God (Rom. 14:7-9; 1Cor. 6:19-20; 2Cor. 5:14-15). And then they can present themselves or something to God. We shall firstly present “ourselves” and then our “members”. We shall firstly sanctify ourselves to God and confess that we are totally of God. And then we shall particularly present the members of us to God and let God use our members as instruments of righteousness. Henceforth, we shall be “as being alive from the dead” ---- put off the old man and put on the new man (Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:9-10) ---- and live in the new risen creation and serve God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The whole New Testament has revealed us two great principles for the life of Christians ---- one is faith and the other is obedience. All the good fruit is borne from the two principles. We need faith and obedience everyday in the fellowship with the Lord. “Count” in verse eleven is faith, and “present” in this verse is obedience. In verse eleven, we shall have faith in the accomplished works of Christ. In verse thirteen, to present our members to God can keep the position of us obtained by faith.

2) If we can hold the balance between the two principles of faith and obedience, we will be able to freely enjoy all the spiritual experience. We should believe all the objective truth that has been fulfilled in Christ. We have to obey all the subjective truth that will be fulfilled now and in the future in spirit.

3) God gives us the power of devotion. Whether we “will” or “not will” is decided by us. Whenever we are “willing”, God will accept us.

4) The Lord reveals us two kinds of condition ---- presenting to God and presenting to sin. Whenever we do not live before God, we have let reign in and have been the instruments of sin.

5) “To present ourselves to God”, it means that we do not cooperate with sin, but with God ---- we are set free from the power of sin and yield ourselves to God and let God reign in us, use us and occupy us and possess us wholly. 

6) “To present ourselves to God”, it is that we stand on God’s side and say “yes” to God and “no” to Satan.

7) “To present ourselves to God”, it means that we are no longer of ourselves. Devotion is because I am alive from the dead. Devotion is not presenting what is of our own to God, but presenting what God has worked on us to God. Such devotion shall bear fruit to holiness (v.22).

8) “To present ourselves to God”, it means that ---- we no longer reign over us, but God; we no longer live, but Christ lives for us henceforth. If God reigns in us and Christ lives for us, our new life will be grown and the new disposition shall be manifested. How beautiful!

9) “To present ourselves to God”, it in the original is as an offering bolted to the corner of the altar and ready to be sacrificed. As long as one loses his freedom and lives for God like this, sin can no longer reign in us (v.14).

10)  He who has not presented himself to God and still abides on the earth without any experience of death and resurrection in life will be always in failure. He who presents himself to God can experience that sin can not reign in him. 

11) “But present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead”, here there is an apparent thing. If man has not been alive from the dead, he cannot present himself to God. It is he who has been alive from the dead can present himself to God. Otherwise, even man yields himself to God, God will not accept, for God refuses what is of Adam and death. Besides, if the devotion is out of one’s self, it must be unreliable and unstable. 

12) “And your members as instruments of righteousness to God”, he who presents himself to God is firstly present the whole body of him to God, and then present every particular member to God, such as eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet, as well as understanding, wisdom, competency as instruments of righteousness.

13) “To present your members as instruments of righteousness to God”, it means that the one who devotes himself to God has no his own choice but presents himself as instruments to God and lets God use him. Devotion to God is to be instruments as well as slaves (v.19). That is to say, one shall completely obey God and seek to please God.

14) Since one has been the instrument of righteousness, he can no longer be the instrument of sin, for an instrument cannot have two purposes simultaneously. Just as that the fountain cannot pour forth sweet and bitter at the same time, and as that one cannot serve two lords simultaneously.

15) The members of believers are the instruments of righteousness “fighting against the wickedness”, which play important role in spiritual war.

16) The apostle firstly reveals the glorious fact of the union with Christ (v.5-8), and then according to the fact he encourages us that “do not present your members … to sin, but present yourselves to God …”. Likewise, we also see the glorious revelation of being united with Christ and then devote ourselves to God so as to admit this fact. Revelation is before experience. The order is definite, no matter to others or to ourselves.

Rom. 6:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.”

YLT: “for sin over you shall not have lordship, for ye are not under law, but under grace.”

The Background: this verse used a convention in the Roman slave market at that time. There were only two kinds of condition that a slave could be devoiced from his owner ---- one was the slave died and the other was he was sold to another master. Once the slave had his new master, the old master would have no power upon him. 

Literal Meaning: when we have perform the previous five steps of “knowing, believing, counting, not presenting, and but presenting”, we will be definitely confident that “sin shall not have dominion over us”, for we are no longer “under law” and need not overcome sin by our own power. We are now “under grace”. God takes all responsibility for us and He works in us both the willing and the working according to good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). 

“For you are not under law but under grace”, we are not the debtor of sin, but the debtors of grace. We are no longer in the power of sin, but in the power of grace. We shall not only receive grace, but also be restricted by grace ---- let sin reign in us. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Man refuses sin with his own power under the law, so he can not be delivered from the power of sin, so that he cannot stop committing sins. However, under grace, the grace of God, namely, the life of God in Christ, God Himself, gives us power, so that we can be delivered from sin and never commits any sin.

2) Under law, it is that God asks man to do things for Him. Under grace, it is that God does things for man. If we do things for God, sin must reign in us. The wages of our work is that sin reigns in us. If God does things for us, sin cannot reign in us.

3) It is we do under law. It is God works under grace. When God works for us, sin must not reign in us. It must be a victory when God works. It must be not victory when we labor. Victory is a free gift.

4) If we present ourselves and our members according to the order of God to Him, who calls us to present us to Him, He must accept us and let Him fill in us so that we can keep His will in everything. The result will be that “sin shall not have dominion over you”.

5) “Sin shall not have dominion over you”, this is the word of God. If we have still not led a victorious life, sin may still have dominion over us. We must confess that the problems lie in ourselves, not in the word of God.

6) “Sin shall not have dominion over you”, this is a great promise that gives comfort, for we have the life of seed that “does not sin…keeps himself” (1John 5:18 the original).
7) “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law”, obviously, all that live under law is ruled by sin and is living in the power of sin. Therefore, the more one desires to keep the law, the more difficult for him to be delivered from sin and the more he sins against God “leading to more lawlessness” and “leading to death”. Our experience proves that whenever we live under the principle of law ---- paying attention to how to work ---- we will surely fall into spiritual death.

Rom. 6:15 “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! ”

YLT: “What then? shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? let it not be!”

Literal Meaning: this verse is after the previous verse. It shows the doubts of someone: since we are not under law but under grace, it is not of man’s works, but of God Himself, and we are no longer restricted by the law. Then, will it cause man sin again? The answer is “certainly not”!

  The questions “Shall we continue in sin” in verse one and “Shall we sin” in this verse are two different questions: the first is continuing live in sin; and this verse is committing sins without any restriction.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Thank the Lord! We are under grace, so we have not to be responsible for the law, but enjoy the freedom of the children of God (see Gal. 4:4-7).

2) All those who really know grace and live under grace will never give themselves up to lasciviousness or sins.

Rom. 6:16 “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?”

YLT: “have ye not known that to whom ye present yourselves servants for obedience, servants ye are to him to whom ye obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness?”

The Background: according to the law of Romans at that time, a slave could go to the temple to pay the ransom to the false gods (the idols of god). And the temple would give the ransom to the lord of the slave, and he would no longer be the salve of his previous lord. However, it did not mean that he had no lord then, for the false god would be his lord. Therefore, though the slave had obtained freedom from man, he was still a slave of the god. Paul here, through the law of slaves, might intend to illustrate that believers are still slaves of God though they have got freedom

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that if we have really made a decision on the object of our devotion by our will as what is taught in verse 13, we shall be slaves of the one to whom we present ourselves. A slave must obey the commands of his lord. And there are two choices before us: if we are slaves of sin or we walk in obedience of the commands of sin, we will die in the end. If we are slaves of righteousness and walk in obedience of the commands of righteousness, we will definitely “be sanctified” finally. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This verse reveals us a very precious principle of devotion to God. Our devotion to God is not forced by God, but chosen by ourselves.

2) Though we are bought by God and are of God, He does not force us but waits for us to be His slaves willingly. In the principle of the law, we were God’s slaves from the day when God had saved us. However, according to our experience, we became God’s slaves from the day when we presented ourselves to Him. Therefore, every servant of God must know it. One shall be a servant of God by devoting himself to God. This devotion is totally his personal choice. 

3) Sin is disobedience to God by nature. He who does not obey God shall be a slave of sin and fall into death finally. He who obeys God shall be a slave of righteousness and have eternal life in the end (v.23).

4) In the times of Paul, the slaves had neither identity, nor social status, nor free time, nor opinions, nor the freedom of doing what he pleased. They had to obey the commands of the lord in everything. Since we have been slaves of obedience, we shall hear and obey God and reject our own choices.

Rom. 6:17 “But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.”

YLT: “and thanks to God, that ye were servants of the sin, and -- were obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which ye were delivered up;”

Literal Meaning: “yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered”, “that form of doctrine”, or “the example or model of doctrine”, including the doctrine and model of justification by faith and the basis and mystery of sanctification in the first half part of this chapter and etc. Though we believers were slaves of sin, now we have obtained new status for we have received from the heart that doctrine of grace ---- namely, be slaves to obey (v.16).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We enter by obeying the truth of Christ, so we shall still continue to be guided by the truth of Christ in our walking.

2) Your word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path (Ps. 119:105).

Rom. 6:18 “And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”

YLT: “and having been freed from the sin, ye became servants to the righteousness.”

Literal Meaning: “having been set free from” and “…became slaves of” are the passive voice, which indicates that when we have indeed obeyed from the heart the gospel preached to us (see v.17), we will be naturally delivered from sin and be slaves of righteousness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Before we believed the Lord, we were slaves of sin and had been ruled by sin and we could not stop from sinning. But thank the Lord! He has delivered us from sin so that sin can never be our lord. And we are perfectly happy to be slaves of God to serve the glorious God. 

2) The truth of the Lord has set us free so we are no longer slaves of sin (John 8:32-26), but slaves of righteousness.

Rom. 6:19 “speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.”

YLT: “In the manner of men I speak, because of the weakness of your flesh, for even as ye did present your members servants to the uncleanness and to the lawlessness -- to the lawlessness, so now present your members servants to the righteousness -- to sanctification,”

Meaning of Words: “uncleanness”: impurity; “lawlessness”: wickedness; 

Literal Meaning: “because of the weakness of your flesh”, “the weakness of your flesh”, it means that one’s spiritual life is so young and immature that cannot understand deep truth (see 2Cor. 2:14; 3:1-2; Heb. 5:12-14).

“Speak in human terms”, since we have not known spiritual things, Paul has to use human terms to explain the reasons of sanctification. 

“For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness”, “uncleanness and lawlessness” are a synonym of “sin” (v.13); “uncleanness” refers to the unclean nature of sin; “lawlessness” relates to the wicked nature of sin.

“So now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness”, according to the context, Paul pays more attention to explanation not encouragement. 

The meaning of “righteousness” in the original is to give what is due to God and men to them. Such “righteous” life leads to “being sanctified”. “For holiness”, it in the original is not a fulfilled state, but a process that is going on or a way that leads to holiness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Paul explains by the spirit of believers’ being slaves of uncleanness and lawlessness before they had not believed the Lord so as to encourage them to present their members as slaves of righteousness in like manner. In fact, if believers can love the Lord in the “zeal” of sinning in the past, the works of the church must proceed fast er in speed and larger in realm.

2) Our members shall be like the one whom it obeys. If it obeys sin, it will become dirty and wicked. If it obeys righteousness, it will be holy. No wonder that many sicknesses of us are sometimes caused by our sins and wickedness (Deut. 28:20-22).

Rom. 6:20 “For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”

YLT: “for when ye were servants of the sin, ye were free from the righteousness,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is an explanation for the previous verse. Why there was “lawlessness” when we were slaves of sin? For at that time, “we were free in regard to righteousness”. The implied meaning may be that when we become slave of righteousness, we must be restricted by righteousness for holiness. 

Rom. 6:21 “What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. ”

YLT: “what fruit, therefore, were ye having then, in the things of which ye are now ashamed? for the end of those death.”

Literal Meaning: “the things of which you are now ashamed”, “things ashamed” refers the sinful deeds. Before we were saved, we were not ashamed of sinful deed, but now we are. 

“What fruit did you have then ashamed? For the end of those things is death”. ---- “End” means “being mature that bear fruit”. The fruit of all those who commit sins and do wickedness may be hidden then, but the end must be death. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Someone lists some shameful deeds he had done when he had not been saved in the sight of him after he has been saved: a) misapply one’s genius and talent; b) misuse one’s affection and love; c) waste time; d) misuse power; e) treat one’s good friends unjustly; f) do harm to the best profit; g) violate love, especially the love of God. All can be summarized into one word ---- “shame”. The end of them is death.

2) Every sin moves forward toward death. If one keeps on, both the goal and result will be death.

Rom. 6:22 “But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.”

YLT: “And now, having been freed from the sin, and having become servants to God, ye have your fruit -- to sanctification, and the end life age-during;”

Literal Meaning: “having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness”, to be slaves of God is different from being slaves of sin. If we are slaves of God, we shall have fruit to “holiness”. “Holiness” is to be sanctified from all that are not of God. It must include being delivered from sin, even though it is not the emphasis. Therefore, to be delivered from sin is also experience of being sanctified so that one may have fruit of holiness. Besides, here, “holiness” is not sanctification in position, but sanctification in nature. Therefore, it is not a fulfilled fact, but an ongoing experience. 

  “The end, everlasting life”, the “fruit to holiness” is none other than having part in the eternal and holy life of God. It is this life that enables us to have experience of sanctification. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Having become slaves of God”, we are not only servants of God, but also slaves of God ---- slaves whom God has bought with precious price. A servant is common, but a slave is single-minded. A slave is a one who has sold himself to be a bondman. God is not only our God, but also our lord. Therefore, since we are priests of God, we shall serve Him only. Since we are slaves of God, we shall serve Him faithfully.

2) The profit of being slaves of God is to be sanctified by God and have fruit to holiness that has eternal value.  

3) Since we have not been wholly sanctified, we shall diligently seek the Lord all the time. 

Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

YLT: “for the wages of the sin death, and the gift of God life age-during in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Literal Meaning: “for the wages of sin is death”, “wages” in the original refers to the salaries that a soldier should obtain. He received his wages, for he had been through fire and water and paid great cost. He who has been a mercenary under sin must death as wages. Death is not rendered to man freely, but wages of man’s sin. After man had sinned, man served the lord of sin. And this lord would not let man serve freely and give man wages, namely, death. 

“But the gift of God”, “gift” refers to the reward for man freely outside of wages.  

“Is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”, to be slaves and soldiers must be rewarded by life in Christ.

This verse shows us three apparent comparisons:

1) Two lords ---- sin and God;

2) Two rewards ---- wages and free gift; 

3) Two results ---- death and eternal life.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Facts in Christ ---- Be United With Christ】

A. The chains of sin have been broken ---- he who died has been delivered from sin (v.1-2);

B. The significance of the baptism ---- be unto the death of Christ (v.3-5);

1. The baptism is to be baptized into Christ;

2. The water of death in the baptism is the tomb of man;

3. Be united together in the likeness of His death;

4. Be buried with Christ;

5. Be in the likeness of His resurrection;

6. Be raised from the dead with Christ;

7. Walk in the newness of the new life;
C. The mystery of being crucified with Christ ---- the all- inclusive death (v.6-7);

1. The problem of the old man;

2. The problem of the body of sin;

3. The old man was crucified;

4. The body of sin has been done away with;
5. Sin has lost its power;
6. We have obtained the glorious release;

D. The application in faith (v.8-11);

1. Faith is a spiritual enlightenment;

2. The works of Christ once and for all are always the basis of faith (v.10);

a. Died to sin forever;

b. Lives to God forever;

3. One shall learn to count the fact in God ---- to count is the application and attitude of faith;

【The Type and Reality of Being United With Christ】

A. The type of being united with Christ ---- the baptism:

1. To be baptized into water typifies that one has been dead and buried with the Lord (v.3-4a);

2. To be raised from the water typifies that one has been raised with the Lord from the dead (v.4b);
B. Be united with Christ in life:

1. Be united together in the likeness of His death and resurrection (v.5);

2. Be untied with Him in the fact that our old man was crucified with Him (v.6);
3. Be untied with Him in the fact that we have been dead and been delivered from sin (v.7);

4. Be untied with Him in the fact that since we have been dead, we believe that we shall also live with Him (v.8);

5. Be untied with Him in the fact that we died to sin and live to God (v.9-11).

【The Basis of Sanctification】

A. We who died to sin ---- shall not live any longer in sin (v.1-2);

B. We who were baptized into Christ Jesus:

1. We “who baptized into His death” (v.3);

2. “Buried with Him … through baptism” (v.4a);

3. “Even so we also should walk in newness of life, …be in the likeness of His resurrection” (v.4b-5);

【To Live for Christ in Him】

A. To be sanctified in Christ (v.1-11);

B. To experience being sanctified by presenting oneself to God (v.12-14);

C. To be slaves of righteousness by abandoning sin that have one’s fruit to holiness (v.15-23);
【The Reasons Why We Shall not Still in Sin】

A. You can no longer sin, for you have been united with Christ ---- this is reasoning (v.1-11).

B. You need not sin, for grace has destroyed the power of sin ---- this is admonition (v.12-14).

C. You should not sin, lest sin should become your master again in your life ---- this is command (v.15-19).

D. You should stop sinning, or else you will fall into disasters. This is warning (v.20-23).

【The Secret of Being Sanctified】

A. “Knowing” that we died with Christ ---- seeing the accomplished objective fact:

1. “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him” (v.6);

2. “He who has died has been freed from sin” (v.7);

B. “Believe” that we shall also live with Him ---- the assurance of subjective  experience in spirit:

1. “If we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him” (v.8);

2. “Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more” (v.9);

3. “The death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God” (v.10);

C. “Reckon” oneself to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God ---- count into the account of life:

1. “Reckon oneself to be dead indeed” to sin (v.11a);

2. “Reckon oneself to be alive” to God (v.11b);

D. “Do not let sin” and “do not present … to sin” ---- passive rejection:

1. “let sin reign in … mortal body” (v.12);

2. “do not present … members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin” (v.13a);

E. “But present … to God” ---- active devotion:

1. “Present oneself to God” (v.13b) ---- present the whole body;

2. “Present your members as instruments of righteousness to God” (v.13c) ---- present every member in particular;

3. Sin shall not have dominion over us under sin (v.14);
F. “Obey” ---- to have a life of devotion:

1. “Obey … be slaves of obedience” (v.16);

2. “Obeyed from the heart … that form of doctrine” (v.17);

3. “for holiness … fruit to holiness” (v.19, 22);

【Three Steps for Believers to Overcome Sin】
A. The first step: reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God (v.11); 

B. The second step: do not let sin reign in our mortal body (v.12);

C. The third step: present oneself to God (v.13);

【To Present One’s Members to Be Slaves ---- We Belong to the New Lord】
A. The position of man’s will in the salvation of the Lord (v.12-13);

B. Sin has lost its power on us, since our position has been changed (v.14);

C. Now, it is the problem of the choice of our will (v.15-16);

D. One should have a determinate devotion of himself to God (v.17-19);

E. Just as you presented your members as slaves of sin, so now present yourselves as slaves of God (v.17-19);
F. Two kinds of end and two kinds of result (v.20-23);
【The Reasons For Being Sanctified】
A. For we are no longer slaves of sin, but slaves of righteousness (v.15-18);

B. To be slaves of righteousness should be ruled by righteousness (v.19-20):

C. To be slaves of God should receive the gift from God (v.21-23):

1. The end of those shameful things is death, for the wages of sin is death.

2. Having become slaves of God, one has his fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
3. But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
【The Inappropriateness of Sin】
A. It is inappropriate to the truth of presenting oneself to the Lord (v.15-20).

B. It is inappropriate to the end of saints (v.21-23).

【Three Conditions of a Righteous Servant】
A. New freedom (v.15-18) ---- who shall not be ruled by law or sin;

B. New object one shall be faithful unto (v.19-20) ---- righteousness;

C. New reward (v.21-23) ---- holiness and eternal life.

Romans Chapter Seven
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Knowledge and Experience of the Deliverance From the Law】

K. The knowledge of the deliverance from the law ---- the analogy of the remarriage of the woman ---- be set free by death:
i. The woman is delivered from her husband by death and is married to another (v.1-3).

ii. We are delivered from the law by death and are united with Christ (v.4-6).

L. The passive experience concerning the deliverance from the law ---- the suffering under the bondage of the law:
i. The law activates sins to kill us (v.7-13).

ii. The law is spiritual, but is useless to those who are of the flesh and are sold under sin (v.14-20).

iii. The suffering of the war among the three laws (the so-called two laws) (v.21-24).

M. The positive experience concerning the deliverance from the law ---- one can be delivered from the law in Christ (v.25).

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Rom. 7:1 “Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives?”

YLT: “Are ye ignorant, brethren -- for to those knowing law I speak -- that the law hath lordship over the man as long as he liveth?”

The Background: in the early church times, many Judaizers sneaked in the church (Gal. 2:4) and advocated Christians to keep the law and commandments of the Old Testament. At that time, many true believers were deceived by the Judaizers’ doctrines, thinking that one had also to pay attention to works by keeping the law besides the divine grace. Therefore, Paul here used a whole chapter to talk about the problem of the law. 

Literal Meaning: the law, given by God, shows the demand of God to His people. All those who do not walk according to the law shall be condemned (Gal. 3:10). Therefore, here, it mentions that “the law has dominion over a man”. However, what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh (Rom. 8:3). Therefore, man under law is too powerless to flee from the power of the law or to fulfill the demand of the law. This verse brings believers (brethren) a gospel of release. The law has dominion over a man as long as he lives. Therefore, once a man dies, there will be no problem. 

Rom. 7:2 “For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband. ”

YLT: “for the married woman to the living husband hath been bound by law, and if the husband may die, she hath been free from the law of the husband;”

Literal Meaning: “for the woman who has a husband”, the “woman” in this analogy refer to believers. As regards the “husband”, it refers to “the law” according to the object that one will be released from. And it refers to “the old man” according to the one who dies (see v.4; Rom. 6:6). Many traditional Bible exegetes hold that the husband refers to “the law” for the reasons as below:

1) This paragraph is a comparison between the law and Christ. Since the new husband (another man) is “Christ”, the previous husband must be the law.

2) This paragraph obviously points out that what we have been set free from is the law (v.6), so the husband that we shall be set free from must be the law.
3) Though the law has not been dead, it is our old man that dies. To believers in the New Testament who have been dead and live with Christ, the letter of the law has already been crucified on the cross (Col. 2:13-14), so the law can be regarded as dead in spiritual reality. 

4) The principle that we have been delivered from the law by death can also be used in dealing with “the world” ---- “through Jesus Christ the world is crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal. 6:14).

However, many recent Bible exegetes think that “the husband” refers to our “old man”. The reasons are listed here so that readers can discern it by themselves:

1) The first verse shows that “the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives”. It is man that “lives”, not the law.

2) God had originally given man the position of being a wife. However, since man had fallen, our old man overstepped the authority of the husband. 

3) The purpose of God’s giving the law is to deal with the old man of us. Here, “the law of her husband” refers to the law of the old man.

4) The law does not die. It is our old man that is crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6).

5) Once the old man dies, the new man can be delivered from the law of the old man and be unto Christ (see v.4).

Rom. 7:3 “So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married another man.”

YLT: “so, then, the husband being alive, an adulteress she shall be called if she may become another man's; and if the husband may die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, having become another man's.”

Literal Meaning: “if she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress”, “another man” relates to the risen Lord (v.4). “An adulteress”, for one has damaged what is set and jointed by God (see Matt. 19:6-9).

“But if her husband dies, she is free from that law”, the purpose of God’s giving the law is to guard and enlighten us and to be our tutor up to Christ (Gal. 3:23-24). Now, we have been dead and live with Christ by faith. Concerning the law, the old man of us has been dead. As regards the new man, the law is of “no effect” on us (the meaning of the word “be released from” in the original). Therefore, we need no longer to keep the letter of the law. That is in accordance with the statutes of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A man can only belong to one lord. We Christians can not be of Christ and be of others meanwhile. If so, we are adulteress.

2) “Husband” is our reliance. Today, do we rely on Christ? Or other things?

3) The only way of being delivered from what we relied on in the past is “death” ---- the crucifixion. No wonder that Jesus said, “If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24).

4) The apostle Paul said, “I did not judge to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1Cor. 2:2). This is what a clean virgin of the Lord should have (see 2Cor. 11:1-2).

Rom. 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another--to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.”

YLT: “So that, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law through the body of the Christ, for your becoming another's, who out of the dead was raised up, that we might bear fruit to God;”;

Literal Meaning: “you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ”, “the body of Christ” means that Christ has been in the likeness of sinful flesh for us (Rom. 8:3), namely the flesh of the Lord Jesus when He was on the earth. When the Lord was crucified on the cross, our old man had also been crucified and dead with Him (Rom. 6:6-9). Therefore, we have become dead to the law (Gal. 2:19). 

  “The law” represents the demand of God upon man. However, God’s demand can be upon the living men. Therefore, once we die, God’s demand will not be upon us. “Also have become dead to the law”, it means that we need not to satisfy God by keeping the customs of the law. 

“That you may be married to another—”, it indicates that the purpose is not “death”, but “being married to another”. We should have not only the passive divorce, but also the positive union. Otherwise, it will also be vanity of vanities. We have on one had been out of and go further into on the other hand. It is the discontinuity of one relationship as well as the beginning of another relationship. It is not only the deliverance from the law but also the union with Christ and unto Christ.

“To Him who was raised from the dead”, it has three points of meaning as follows:

1) Now, Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father (Rom. 6:4), we shall also live with Him (Rom. 6:8; 2Tim. 2:11).

2) Now we are alive to God. But the one who lives now is not the old “I”, but the new creature (2Cor. 5:17).

3) The new man in us has been betrothed to a new husband, namely, Christ (2Cor. 11:2). 
“That we should bear fruit to God”, the purpose of our being married to Christ is to yield the fruit of life from Christ so that the Father may be glorified (John 15:5, 8).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

4) We must see that God has no “hope” in the old “man” of us. He knows we cannot be reformed so He crucifies us on the cross. The old man of us is worthy of nothing, but death.

5) If we have not known that we are too wicked to be cured, nor been totally disappointed at ourselves, we can not be delivered from the law. If we still put hope in ourselves, it shows that we have not been dead, for we still intend to do something to please God.

6) Death is the only way for us to be saved. The secret of victory is never seeing ourselves besides Christ and never being willing to see us besides Christ. 

7) “Dead to … through the body of Christ”. Our death is through the body of Christ. How Christ died, so do we. When Christ died, so do we. Christ has been dead, so have we. We must see the fact accomplished by Christ on the cross so that we can have the experience of being dead with the Lord (Rom. 6:6).

8) The secret of being divorced with “the old husband” is death. And the secret of being married to Christ lies in resurrection. Resurrection is to live in the newness of life. We can only be united with Christ in the risen life.

9) Since our Lord has been “risen”, we should also be “risen” so that we can be worthy of Him. If the old man has not been “dead”, the new man cannot “live”. If the relationship with the old husband has not been broken, the new relationship with the new husband shall not be started. “Death and resurrection” are the secret for believers to walk in the way of the Lord.

10) Our “new husband” is Christ who loves us. He is the true reliance to us. And we are willing to be bound by Him.

11) Our relationship with Christ is the relationship between a husband and a wife. All the need of a woman who has a husband shall be provided by her husband. Every Christian can receive provision from Christ and enjoy the fullness of Christ. 

12) There is a general custom at all times and in all over the world that after a woman has married, she would immediately be given her husband’s surname, thus partaking what her husband was and what he had. Once we are married to Christ, we shall ask immediately in His name. And whatever we ask he may give us (John 14:14; 15:16; 16:24). All that is of Him is ours.

13) The purpose that we are married to Christ is “that we should bear fruit to God”. In other words, if we have not borne fruit of life, we are Christians in vain and have failed in fulfill the purpose of God’s salvation.

14) We who have risen in Christ should bear fruit to glorify God. Therefore, there is only one way ---- that is, to let Christ live in us and let Him live.

15) Many Christians cannot bear fruit, for they have not abided in Christ to enjoy His fullness (John 10:5).

16) We can bear fruit to glorify God by being subject to the risen Lord Jesus more in heart, not by keeping the law and customs.

Rom. 7:5 “For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death”

YLT: “for when we were in the flesh, the passions of the sins, that through the law, were working in our members, to bear fruit to the death;”;

Literal Meaning: “for when we were in the flesh”, this is a contrast with verse four, showing the previous condition when we belonged to the old husband. “In the flesh”, it means that we are born in the flesh, so we are the flesh (John 3:6 the original) and are totally of the flesh (Gen. 6:3 in the original)

“The sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members”, in our flesh, nothing good dwells (Rom. 7:18). Besides, it is filled with many passions and lusts (Gal. 5:19-21, 24). When the flesh of us has no works seemingly, the passions and lusts may not be seen. However, when the flesh works, the corruption of the flesh will be exposed (Gen. 6:12). The law is not in any honor in satisfaction of the flesh (Col. 2:23), and yet it will bring about the works of the flesh and the evil lusts will be exposed in our members (see Rom. 13:14b).

“To bear fruit to death”, the fruit that we had borne with the old husband was death (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:2; 8:6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Both the two kinds of union bear two different fruit respectively (v.4-5). By our fruits then surely we shall know us (see Matt. 7:20) ---- of the flesh? Or of Christ?

2) The nature of life decides the nature of the fruit. If we live in ourselves, the fruit that we bear may deceive others and even ourselves, but cannot deceive God.

3) The fruit that we bear in the flesh is “the fruit of death” in the sight of God and is of no eternal value.

Rom. 7:6 “But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.”

YLT: “and now we have ceased from the law, that being dead in which we were held, so that we may serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.”

Literal Meaning: “but now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by”, Christ died for us and paid the price that the law called for. Therefore, He has redeemed us from the condemnation of the law. On the other side, Christ brings us to die with Him so that we have died to the law that we were held by and have been delivered from the bondage of the law. The law cannot rule a dead man, so a dead man has been delivered from the law.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Once a believer has been united with Christ, the law and sin can no longer rule us, for the death of Christ has delivered us from the threats and pressure. Therefore, we will be no longer bound by the letter of the law.

2) Since we have been delivered from the law through death, we shall never be bound or held by the law (Gal. 5:1) to obey the custom that “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch (Col. 2:21)”.

3) If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).

4) Being delivered from the law has an active meaning ---- to makes us have an attitude of “serving the Lord” and serve Him “in the newness of the Spirit” ---- a state of life that one lives for the Lord and that one is governed by the Holy Spirit.

5) Today, we serve the Lord by the Spirit, not by the letters (2Cor. 3:6 the original); according to power of indissoluble life, not according to law of fleshly commandment (Heb. 7:16); in spirit, not in letter (Rom. 2:28-29).

6) Believers should live in “the newness of the Spirit”. The oldness of the Spirit cannot touch others. If the words, teachings, attitudes and thoughts are conventional, inflexible, monotonous and slow, the living life cannot flow out. A fresh spirit can quicken man and bring man before God.

Rom. 7:7 “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet." ”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say? the law sin? let it not be! but the sin I did not know except through law, for also the covetousness I had not known if the law had not said:”

Literal Meaning: the previous paragraph illustrates the objective fact that Christ has fulfilled for believers on the cross, thus destroying our idea of keeping the law. However, it may also cause our misunderstanding that the law is evil and God should not give the law to His people. Therefore, Paul here gives us right knowledge of the law.

“Is the law sin? Certainly not!” ---- The law itself is absolutely not sin. We should not despise the law of the Old Testament nor blame God. 

“On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law”. The main function of the law is to make men know sin so that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world be under judgment to God (Rom. 3:19-20).

“For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, "You shall not covet."” ---- The law not only makes men know what sin is, but also lets them know the nature of sins that they have committed (e.g. covetousness). Covetousness itself is sin and is the basic reason for many sins. Just like Paul says in other scriptures that covetousness is idolatry (Col. 3:5). Man may desire some illegal things, or something that is legal itself and the desire of man is so strong that the object has usurped the position that God should have in man’s heart. Therefore, covetousness is idolatry. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the law makes men know sin, it provides no power for men to overcome sin. The law can neither save a man who has not believed the Lord, nor help a Christian live a sanctified life.

2) The covetous lusts in man is the origin of sin (see 1Tim. 6:10). A covetous man will be enticed to leave the Lord sooner or later, because the property shall seize his heart and time and even life. 

Rom. 7:8 “But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. ”

YLT: “`Thou shalt not covet;' and the sin having received an opportunity, through the command, did work in me all covetousness -- for apart from law sin is dead.”

Literal Meaning: from verse seven, Paul begins to describe his personal experience after being saved in the first person “I (or me)” on behalf of a believer.

  The accomplished spiritual fact that Christ has delivered us from the law should be fulfilled in every believer through faith. In our personal experience, once we have been touched by the love of the Lord, we will desire to have a sanctified life or want to do something for the Lord to please the Lord. Therefore, we may unconsciously be made perfect in flesh (Gal. 3:3). In other words, we have put us again under law, for we want to please God by keeping the law. Consequently, it gives sin an exact chance to perform its lusts and passions. 

  “The commandment”, it hangs and represents all the law (see Matt. 22:35-40). Therefore, the scripture usually uses it as the synonym of the law. Both of them can be used interchangeably. 

“Sin was dead”, sin is active and is someone that is out of a person (the devil) (see Gen. 4:7). It hides in the body of believers. We may faintly feel its existence, so it is “dead”. However, once there is proper chance, sin will work actively, just like a fish out of water

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we always live in the death of the Lord (under grace by faith, not under law), sin that dwells in us is always dead, for it can do nothing on us.

2) Grace means we do not do, but God does. The law indicates we do, but God does not do. If we Let God do, sin will have no chance. If we do by ourselves, sin will have its chance. 

Rom. 7:9 “I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died.”

YLT: “And I was alive apart from law once, and the command having come, the sin revived, and I died;”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that sin in believers is in the state of hibernation before believers desire to keep the law. If the spirit life has not been affected by sin, the life shall be fresh and living. However, once the law comes, it activates sin and man’s spiritual life is about to die (Rev. 3:1-2). 

Rom. 7:10 “And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death.”

YLT: “and the command that for life, this was found by me for death;”

Literal Meaning: the law was given to let those who kept it would live before God (Lev. 18:5; Gal. 3:12). However, it contrarily sets man into death. Why? Verse eleven presents us the answer. 

Rom. 7:11 “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me.”

YLT: “for the sin, having received an opportunity, through the command, did deceive me, and through it did slay;”

Meaning of Words: “deceive”: cheat;

Literal Meaning: this verse points the reasons why the law brings death:

1) The purpose that God gives the law is not making man keep it. God intents to make man know his depravity and inability though the law so that man will seek and draw His grace.

2) Sin that hides behind the law deceives believers to keep the law and give up and give up the principle of grace.

3) Once believers are enticed to forsake the grace of God, they have given themselves up to sin. Finally, they must be oppressed by sin. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The problem does not lie in the commandment, but in the sin that hides behind the commandment, for the sin may deceive us.

2) Satan knows our weakness. If we do not have God’s commandment, we may be quiet. However, once we have the commandment of God, we will be overwhelmed by rebellion and itch to go against the commandment of God. 

Rom. 7:12 “Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.”

YLT: “so that the law, indeed, holy, and the command holy, and righteous, and good.”

Literal Meaning: the law is the demand of God for the walking of His people. It hangs and represents all the law (see Matt. 22:35-40). The law is given by God. And God is holy (1Pet. 1:16) and God’s works are just (Deut. 32:4) and God Himself is good (Matt. 19:17). Therefore, the law given by God must be holy, just and good. The law is the manifestation of God. If we want to know God, we can know Him from the law. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The positive intention of God’s giving the law is to reveal Him to us so that we can know Him and then enjoy and experience the holy, just and good God.

2) We should touch the spiritual meaning beyond the letter when we read the scripture so that the scripture can really help us. Otherwise, the holy, just and good scriptures shall become another form of law and we cannot be benefited from it. 

Rom. 7:13 “Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly sinful.”

YLT: “That which is good then, to me hath it become death? let it not be! but the sin, that it might appear sin, through the good, working death to me, that the sin might become exceeding sinful through the command,”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that:

1) The law is good; it is sin that kills man, not the law.

2) It is sin that kills man by the law; the law becomes the tool of sin that kills man.

3) Sin even deceives and kills man by the good law. Therefore, the nature of sin is exceedingly heinous.

4) Though sin uses the law, the law has actually exposed the true face of sin and made the evil of sin known to man. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the law is “holy and just and good” (v.12), we should use it in a right way. If we only keep the apparent letter, sin will still be activated and then kill us.

2) Through the ages, evil usually hides behind the false mask of good and uprightness to deceive men. Therefore, we should not discern anything from its appearance, but from its real intent and motive aa well as the final result. 

Rom. 7:14 “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin.”

YLT: “for we have known that the law is spiritual, and I am fleshly, sold by the sin;”

Literal Meaning: “for we know that the law is spiritual”, since the law is of God, and God is a spirit (John 4:24), so the law is spiritual. Man can not regard it as custom or letter to keep. Meanwhile, spiritual demand cannot be met by man’s flesh (Rom. 8:7). 

“But I am carnal, sold under sin”, “I am carnal”, it means that flesh is the main constitution of me. In the flesh, I am sold under sin. Sin has absolute power on us to make me obey it.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The law is “spiritual”. Therefore, we must deal with the law from spiritual perspective, but not keep it according to its apparent letter.

2) “The law is spiritual”, what the law asks man to do is all spiritual. Man can neither perfect nor keep the commandment of the law. The root of the problem does not lie in the law, but us.

3) The positive purpose of God’s giving the law was making us touch the spiritual principle beyond the letter. Therefore, we can know Christ and enjoy Christ from the law revealed by God.

4) The law of God is indeed good, but it is in vain on us, for we are carnal, and are sold under sin. Likewise, no matter how complete the legislative regulations are in the world, or how loud the high-sounding words is, they are all in vain, for man has completely corrupted (e.g. no matter how strict the school rules are, there will always be bad students. No matter how strict the law is, there will unavoidably be violators against the law. No matter how good the political policies are, peace can still not always be held in the world.)

5) “Be sold under sin”, it means being a slave of sin. A slave has no freedom. Though he has freedom in his will, he has no freedom in his performances ---- to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find (v.18). Therefore, he who lives under the law by himself cannot but sin. 

Rom. 7:15 “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.”

YLT: “for that which I work, I do not acknowledge; for not what I will, this I practise, but what I hate, this I do.”

Meaning of Words: “not understand”: not approve, not accept; “will”: desire; “hate”: detest, loveless; 

Literal Meaning: the following three conditions show that we have been sold under sin:

1) “For what I am doing, I do not understand” ---- I am unconscious about what I am doing.

2) “For what I will to do, that I do not practice” ---- I cannot control what I will to do.

3) “But what I hate, that I do” ---- I cannot cease doing what I hate.

    From the previous three points, I am totally dominated and controlled by sin and cannot help committing sins. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Understand” refers to one’s thought; “desire” concerns one’s will; “hate” relates to one’s emotion. Paul here wants to please God by his whole soul. Though he failed, God honored his effort and gave him victory finally (see v.25). Whatsoever you do, labour at it heartily (Col. 3:23).

2) The salvation of God shall never come upon those who live causally in failure and sins and drift through life. Every time, if we want to grow in spirit before God, we shall firstly feel unsatisfied with our present condition. Though the salvation of God is prepared for all, not everyone can receive it. The problem does not lie in God, but in man himself, for man thinks there is no need of salvation. Therefore, man will not pay the price to receive the salvation.

3) Besides, this verse also tells us that if we rely on ourselves, even though we exert all our strength, we can still not overcome sin.

Rom. 7:16 “If, then, I do what I will not to do, I agree with the law that it is good. ”

YLT: “And if what I do not will, this I do, I consent to the law that good,”

Meaning of Words: “agree with”: say jointly, assent to; 

Literal Meaning: since my conscience does not agree with my works, it proves that what the law condemns corresponds with my conscience, so I have to admit the law is good. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The law is right. But if we want to rely on the law, we are wrong.

2) “I agree with the law that it is good.” ---- It fully testifies that believers who fail have not changed their heart and still seek good. Though they have sinned, they still hate sin. Man in the world who sins likes the pleasure of sin. However, if a Christian sins, he must be afflicted, for he has the divine life and has the Spirit.

Rom. 7:17 “But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.”

YLT: “and now it is no longer I that work it, but the sin dwelling in me,”

Literal Meaning: “But now, it is no longer I who do it”, “but now”, it connects with the previous verse, which tells that my conscience is not in aggrement with my works. Therefore, it proves that my works are not out of my own will, but sin that dwells in me. 

“But sin that dwells in me”, “sin” shows that sin does not sneak into me temporarily, but usurps my role and abides flagrantly in me (Matt. 12:44-45). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “But sin that dwells in me”, it indicates that sin is not only an active thing that works in man, but also a living thing, a person. In fact, sin is the sin of Satan in us. We can almost say that it is Satan himself that dwells in us.

2) “It is … do it, but sin that dwells in me”, it is not shirking our responsibility, but catching the enemy and seeing clearly the enemy. If we have recognized and caught the enemy, we will know how to deal with and overcome it. 

Rom. 7:18 “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. ”

YLT: “for I have known that there doth not dwell in me, that is, in my flesh, good: for to will is present with me, and to work that which is right I do not find,”

Literal Meaning: “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwell”, here, “me” refers to the one who dwells in the flesh and has sold under sin (v.14). It is not that believers have no good, but in believers have no good in the flesh. 

  After a believers has been born again, he can be divided into the outward man and the inward man (2Cor. 4:16). Good, namely, Christ Himself, dwells in the inward man of believers (Eph. 3:17). However, there is no good in the flesh of believers, which is the main part of the outward man. 

“For to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. “For” shows that why there is no good in the flesh of man. The will of good is present with me, but I can not perform it. This is the evidence that there is no good in the flesh.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The scriptures usually connect sin and body (see v.25; Col. 3:5), for te body is the residence of sin. According to the sight of God, the body of man is indeed “the body of sin” (Rom. 6:6), for sin is the controller of man’s body.

2) Paul willed all the time, but always failed. Therefore, the way of victory does not stem from man’s will. Will is not the way of victory. Will plays a worthless role in overcoming sin and pleasing God. 

3) We can know that Christianity does not encourage man to do good, but reveals that man will be painful if he does good by himself, for man cannot do good by himself. Therefore, man need to receive the salvation of the Lord. 

Rom. 7:19 “For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice.”

YLT: “for the good that I will, I do not; but the evil that I do not will, this I practise.”

Literal Meaning: since there is no good in believers, they have no strength to do good or withstand evil. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Here, the man lives by his will. All his “not good” is in his doings, and all his “good” is in his will. God will reveal us a matter that the strength of one’s will can not be his strength of life.

2) Many Christians lives in his will and maintains by his will. Catching one’s self is a great sign that man lives by his will. Christians shall be watchful when eating, walking and talking. One shall be laborious if he always sees himself everyday. It is himself that forces him to be a Christian.

3) To be a Christian by the strength of one’s willpower is like making the water flows upward. There shall be two possibilities of this kind of man. One is that he has not been born again. The other is that he has obtained the new life but does not know to live by this life.

4) “I do not do … that I practice”, the flesh always confuses right and wrong, but never does right. Paul does not take counsel with flesh and blood (Gal. 1:16). To take counsel is present with us, but how to perform what is good we do not find. We need not take counsel with flesh. 

Rom. 7:20 “Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. ”

YLT: “And if what I do not will, this I do, it is no longer I that work it, but the sin that is dwelling in me.”

Literal Meaning: this verse introduces the next paragraph, showing that there is a great strength or power in believers that make us disobey our will and do what we will not to do. This great strength and power is the sin that dwells in us.  

Rom. 7:21 “I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. ”

YLT: “I find, then, the law, that when I desire to do what is right, with me the evil is present,”

Literal Meaning: “law” refers to the changeless power, such as the natural law of the force of gravity. The law exists all the time. Though man can resist it temporarily though physical power and willpower, he has to surrender in the end. 

  This verse indicates that we may not be conscious of the existence of the “law” when we do not think, nor work, nor walk. However, when we will to do good, the evil power will immediately be activated so that we will find that there is a law in our body that forces us to do evil. 

Rom. 7:22 “For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. ”

YLT: “for I delight in the law of God according to the inward man,”

Literal Meaning: we believers have two parts of the outward man and the inward man (see the commentary of verse 18). According to the inward man, we delight in the law of God. There are generally two kinds of interpretation concerning “the law of God” among the Bible exegetes:

1) Some believe that the law of God is the law in the Old Testament. 

2) Some think that the law of God refers to “the law of one’s mind” in verse twenty-three, which is a good law (see Rom. 2:14-15) that God put in our thought when He created us. This law opposes against the law of sin in our members that the devil put in us after man fell.  

    According to the scriptures of this paragraph, “the inward man” and “the mind” are in contrast to the words of “body”, “flesh” and “members”. And “the law of God” and “the law of mind” are in contrast to the phrases of “another law” and “the law of sin”. “Another law” is synonymous with “the law of sin”. And “the law of God” is synonymous with “the law of mind”.

Rom. 7:23 “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”

YLT: “and I behold another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of the sin that in my members.”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that:

1) There are two laws in every man (including those who do not believe): one is the law that wills to do good, and the other is law in my members.

2) The two laws often war against one another. Sometimes, the law that wills to do good overcomes, so man has the saying of “good man” or that “man's nature at birth is good”.

3) However, the law of sin, stronger than the law that wills to do good after all, captures men to be slaves of sin. Therefore, no matter how “good” a man is, he is still a sinner in the eyes of God (Rom. 3:10, 23).

Rom. 7:24 “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”

YLT: “A wretched man I ! who shall deliver me out of the body of this death?”

Literal Meaning: “O wretched man that I am!” ---- This is a sign from the heart of man who desires to do good when he falls into afflicted struggles after repeated failures. 

“Who will deliver me from this body of death?” ---- “Who will deliver me”, it shows the hopelessness in him, who confesses that he cannot be delivered from such condition by himself.

“Deliver me from this body of death?” ---- It indicates that he has found the sticking point of the problem from his experience, namely, the body. Therefore, all the problems shall be resolved as long as he is delivered from the body. 

“This body of death”, it means that:

1) This body is like dead and unable to overcome the sin.

2) All the works of the body is dead and only brings death to man.

3) The end of the body is death and decay.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Paul cries, “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” If man also cries like this, it will be very good and hopeful. It is sound voice before God. This voice cried by man is the most spiritual one, and is also the voice most corresponding with the scriptures cried

2) The law is good, but the man in the flesh is powerless (v.14). And man in the flesh struggles and is wretched for the sake of living under law. Therefore, this chapter can be summarized as “the suffering of being bound in the flesh” or “the distress of struggling under law”.

3) When man uses his willpower, he can never rely on the salvation of God. Till one day, he bows down before God and says that he has no way and he does not intend to device any way. Then, he begins to know what salvation is.

4) Man’s end is the beginning of God. When we give up a certain thing, God will then begin to take responsibility for us. He will not help us until when we are exhausted and can no longer do anything. 

Rom. 7:25 “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. ”

YLT: “I thank God -- through Jesus Christ our Lord; so then, I myself indeed with the mind do serve the law of God, and with the flesh, the law of sin.”

The Background: in the times when Paul wrote this book, a murderer had to be punished by a particular horrible penalty: the corpse of the one who was killed and the body of the murderer who still lived should be bound together ---- mouth to mouth, hands to hands, feet to feet. Thus, the dead man and the living man were bound together until the living one died. The murderer could go wherever as he wished. But he had to take the corpse of the one he had killed together. Is there any penalty more terrible than such one? Paul just takes this penalty as an example. He is like the one who is bound with the corpse. Wherever he goes, he is always hindered by such horrible burden, and he can not bear any more and cries, “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me … ”? After that, he is awakened. And his despairing cry has turned to songs of praise. He has found the answer, “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

Literal Meaning: “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!” ---- “I thank God”, it is God who gives us a way of salvation. “Through Jesus Christ our Lord”, it is our Lord Jesus Christ who fulfills all the work of salvation. We need not to do anything. As long as we commit us unto Him, he will take full responsibility. 

  “With the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin”, according to the contrastive structure, the law of God is opposite to the law of sin. The former in man makes the inward man serve, and the latter in the members of man makes the “flesh” serve. The problem is that the desire, inclination and willpower of the inward man can never overcome the lusts, indulgences and weakness of the outward man. Therefore, when the two laws war against one another, the flesh must overcome the mind and drag the whole man to serve the law of sin. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) From verse fifteen to twenty, Paul uses the words like “will”, “will not” repeatedly, so the emphatic point in these verses is whether one wills or not. From verse twenty-one to twenty-five, there is another emphasis, namely, “the law”. The conclusion is that man’s willpower will not overcome the law in the end.

2) If man desires to overcome the law of sin, he should rely on the law that is more superior and powerful (see Rom. 8:2).

3) “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Oh, no matter what difficulty or suffering we undergo, once we confide in the Lord Jesus, we will surely be delivered from them. How wonderful!

4) He who lives under law must hover around the realm of “good” and “evil”, and falls into “death” and “wretchedness” (v.7-24). Only when one turns to Christ ---- “I thank God--through Jesus Christ our Lord”, can he be detached from them and touch the eternal life.

5) God has condemned the whole old creature and deliver them all to the cross. Therefore, the flesh profits nothing. If we want to try something in the flesh, we have actually rejected the cross of Christ.

6) According to the normal order, the union with Christ in chapter six of this book should immediately bring the release in Spirit in chapter eight. However, God inserts chapter seven of the suffering in the flesh under law into this book for the purpose of letting us deeply know the vanity of the law in experience and the depravity of the flesh and thus give up all hope. Then we will really enjoy the release of Christ, the freedom of the Spirit. How glorious! How precious! Yes, man will not find the salvation of Christ is the only way until he is brought by God into the despair of everything outside of Christ.

7) Chapter six points that how to deal with the old man and sin. And chapter seven shows that the flesh desires to do good. In fact, God does not demand man to do good, but desires man to live in Christ. He wants us to let Christ live and let Christ do.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Difficulty of Sanctification ---- the Law and the Flesh】

A. The difficulty concerning position (outwardly) ---- the law

1. Believers have already delivered from the law ---- the objective truth:

a. The law has dominion over a man as long as he lives ---- such as marriage ties (v.1-3);

b. We have become dead to the law and been married to Christ through the old man’s being crucified with Christ (v.4-6).

2. The function and nature of the law:

a. I would not have known sin except through the law (v.7).

b. The law is holy and just and good (v.12).

c. The law is spiritual (v.14a).

3. Believers put them under law ---- subjective experience:

a. Sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me (v.8-11).

b. It is not the law produces death, but sin produces death in me through the law (v.13).

B. The difficulty concerning nature (inwardly) ---- the flesh;

1. The flesh is sold under sin:

a. I am carnal, sold under sin (v.14b).

b. What I am doing is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me (v.15-17).

2. In my flesh nothing good dwells:

a. To will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find (v.18).

b. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice (v.19).

3. The flesh serves the law of sin (v.20-23, 25b):

a. I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good (v.21). 

b. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man (v.22).

c. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity (v.23). 

d. With the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin (v.25).

4. The way of being saved:

a. The sticking point of the problem is known from the failure of experience ---- “the body of death”. Therefore, we should be delivered from it (v.24).

b. Paul finally finds that he can be delivered from the law through our Lord Jesus Christ (v.25a).

c. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death (8:1-2).

【The Introductions of the Law】

A. The law has no right (v.1-6) ---- there are two families in chapter seven: that of Adam and of Christ. There are two husbands: one is sin, which is also called old Adam, old self, the flesh, sin that dwells in me, the body of death; and the other is the Lord, the Lord of life as well as the risen Lord.

B. The law has no power (v.7-25) ---- it is the accomplice of sin, but not my shield of the new man. The law can not save me, so I have to be delivered from it. The function of the law is to manifest sins and condemn sins. The law can not deliver man from sin, so it is powerless.

【Three Paragraphs in Chapter Seven】

A. To be delivered from the bondage through the union with Christ (v.1-6).

B. Sin brings death for man has violated the holy law of God (v.7-13).

C. Believers yield themselves to the sovereignty of Christ in order to be delivered from the bondage of sin (v.14-25).

【Our Wars Against Sin】

A. “The sinful passions …bear fruit to death” (v.5).

B. “Sin revived and I died” (v.9); 

C. “To bring death” (v.10);

D. “Deceived me, and by it killed me” (v.11);

E. “Sin was producing death in me” (v.13); “I am sold under sin” (v.14).

F. “Warring against the law of …bringing me into captivity” (v.23);

G. “It is the Lord Jesus Christ who delivers me” (v.24);

【The Law in This Chapter】

A. The law is holy and just and good (v.12).

B. The function of the law is to manifest the evil of sin (v.13).

C. When the law is used by sin, man’s lusts and passions will be activated (v.7-8).

D. Sin kills me by the law (v.11).

E. The law cannot save me, nor control the law of sin in man (v.23).

F. We have been dead under law and been delivered from the law. Now, we are not under law, nor belong to law, nor keep the law. We should walk in the Spirit (v.6).

【Three Kinds of Service】

A. Serve in the newness of the Spirit (v.6);

B. Serve the law of God with the mind (v.25); 

C. Serve the law of sin with the flesh (v.25);

【What the Law Brings to Man】

A. The law exposes what sin is (v.7).

B. The law provides chances to sin to let it work in man (v.8).

C. The law shows the facts of condemnation and death (v.9-10).

D. The law exposes the deceitfulness of sin (v.11).

E. The law reveals the way of God is holy, just and good (v.12).

F. The law exposes the extreme evil of sin, and sin brings death to man in the end (v.13).

【The Conflicts Found by Believers in Their Struggles】

A. The law is spiritual, but I am carnal (v.14). 

B. The law is good, but nothing good dwells in my flesh (v.14, 18).

C. What I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do (v.15, 19).

D. To will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find (v.18).

E. That evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good (v.21)

F. Another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind (v.23).

G. With the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin (v.25).

【The Reason for Believers’ Failures】

A. It is not because he does not desire to do good with his will (v.18).

B. It is not because he has not sought to know the truth in his mind (v.15); 

C. It is not because he does not hate in his affection (v.15); 

D. It is not because he does, or does not do, but he cannot control it (v.15-18); 

E. It is not because his inward man does not love the law of God (v.22); 

F. It is not because his mind does not serve the law of God (v.25); 

G. It is because he has not done through our Lord Jesus (v.25); 

Romans Chapter Eight
I. Content of the Chapter

【To Experience the Release of the Spirit in Christ Jesus】

A. The principle of release:

1. There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus (v.1).

2. The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death (v.2).

B. The basis of release:

1. The Son of God had fulfilled the redemption in his flesh (v.3).

2. The accomplished works of Christ might be enjoyed by those who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit
C. Why one should not live according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit?

1. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit (v.5). 
2. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace (v.6). 
3. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God (v.7-8).

D. How does the Spirit release us in us?

1. If the Spirit of God dwells in us, we shall no longer belong to the flesh, but the Spirit and Christ (v.9).

2. Our spirit is quickened since Christ has dwelt in us (v.10).

3. Our mortal bodies will be quickened because of the Spirit of God (v.11).

4. If we live by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live (v.12-13).

【The Hope and Way of Being Glorified】

A. The glorious heirs:

1. The status of heirs ---- the Son of God:

a. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God (v.14). 
b. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage, but you received the Spirit of adoption (v.15). 
c. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit (v.16).

d. Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ (v.17a);

2. The way of heirs:

a. To suffer with Him first and then be glorified with Him together (v.17b);

b. The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (v.18).
3. The influence of heirs:

a. The earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God (v.19-20).
b. The creation waits for the liberty of the children of God (v.21-22).

4. The hope of heirs:

a. Waiting for the adoption is the redemption of our body (v.23). 
b. We shall eagerly wait for the hope with perseverance (v.24-25).

B. The assurance of being glorified:

1. Because the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us (v.26-27);

2. Because of all things work together (v.28);

3. Because of the will of God that He predestined:

a. The model of being glorified ---- His Son Christ (v.29);

b. The steps of being glorified ---- predestination, calling, justification and being glorified (v.30).

4. Because of the help of God:

a. No one can be against us (v.31-32).

b. No one can bring a charge against God's elect (v.33). 
c. No one can condemn us (v.34).

5. Because of the love of Christ that cannot be separated from us:

a. To conquer all the tribulations through the Lord who loves us (v.35-37).

b. Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (v.38-39).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”
YLT: “There is, then, now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit”;


Meaning of Words: “no condemnation”: be acquitted of a charge (a legal term), be able to (a common term); 

Literal Meaning: the previous seven chapters present us two great obstructions of sanctification: one is the law, and the other is the flesh. Actually, the law is good (1Tim. 1:8). What the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh. Therefore, the difficulty is caused by the flesh, not the law. “In Christ” is opposite to “in Adam”, namely “being in our flesh”. The only way for us to be delivered from difficulty is translation ---- to translate from the flesh to Christ. There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. There are two meanings of “condemnation” in the original: one is to be judged guilty, and the other is to admit to be too weak to do something. Believers in the flesh can neither keep the law, nor escape from the responsibility. However, they are no longer weak and nor condemned. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Once a man has believed the Lord, he has obtained the position of being in Christ Jesus and is no longer condemned. How great and numerous our sins are. And how full the salvation we have received is!

2) God judges all according to his or its relation with Christ. All that is not out of Christ, and that cannot be unto Christ and that has not been united with Christ ---- no matter it is earthly, worldly, or even religious or “spiritual” ---- shall be condemned by God.

3) Whenever we see us outside of Christ, we shall condemn ourselves and find us useless and afflicted (see Rom. 7:24). Whenever we return to Christ, we shall not condemn us and be filled with joy.

4) In Christ Jesus, He takes all the responsibility for everything. Outside of Christ, we have to take all the responsibility for everything.

5) It is better and more reliable that the Lord takes the responsibility that we do. Therefore, we shall trust in Him and let Him take the responsibility. And we shall only note that He only takes the responsibility for “all that in Christ”.

6) In the ancient wars, if the troops were surrounded by the enemy troops, they had to break through the encirclement so that they could be saved and triumph. However, in the spiritual war of Christians, we do not break through outwardly, but hide ourselves inwardly in “Christ Jesus”. He is our best defense.

7) No matter what enemy or difficulty we meet, we should not struggle nor come out of Christ, but hold fast Christ and hide in Christ. Every difficulty shall be resolved and every enemy shall be overcome by Him if we let Him reign. 

Rom. 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.”

YLT: “for the law of the Spirit of the life in Christ Jesus did set me free from the law of the sin and of the death;”

Literal Meaning: when we lived in the flesh and were bound by the law of sin in our members, we would definitely sin and thus bring forth fruit to death (see Rom. 7:5, 23-25). Therefore, the law of sin is also called the law of death. However, we are translated from the flesh to Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit gives out the uncreated life and works the great eternal power, i.e. “the law of the Spirit of life” so that we are easily delivered from the law of sin and death and thus are set free. 

  Verse one and two explain that how the Lord Jesus delivers us from the law of sin in our members:

1) As long as we do not struggle in ourselves but hide us in Christ Jesus, we shall not always be condemned by our conscience because of constant failures.

2) When we wholly rest in Christ, His Spirit of life will start to work and 

3) When the Spirit of life works, there will be a kind of eternal surpassing power, namely, “the law of the Spirit of life”.

4) “The law of mind” that we relied on before we were saved was from the life of “man” created by God (see Eccl. 7:29). “The law of sin which exists in our members” is from the life of the “devil” that seizes the body of man (see John 8:44). The power of the devil is stronger than that of man. No wonder that why the law of one’s mind cannot overcome the law of sin in the members.

5) Only the life “of God” can overcome the life “of the devil”. “The law of the Spirit of life” that is of the life of God must prevail over “the law of sin and death” of the life of the devil so as to deliver us from “the body of death” (Rom. 7:24).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There is the Life in the Spirit, and the Law in the Life. The Spirit, the Life and the Law are three essences of one real thing.

2) If we want to obtain the power of “the law” in life to overcome sin and death, we have to walk in the life of God. Only by this, the law in God’s life will work.

3) Since the life of God is in us, the more we have grown up, the more power of the law will be manifested. Therefore, if we want to be a Christian that overcomes, we shall diligently seek to be grown up.

4) The life of God is connected with the Spirit (see John 6:63). Where the spirit is, there will be the life. The salvation in life lies in the Holy Spirit. In other words, the more freely we let the Spirit work in us, the more we will be saved in life.

5) If we do not walk in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have not walked in the newness of life. The Holy Spirit lives in our spirit. Therefore, we shall live in the spirit so that we can understand the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

6) “The law” is an eternally abiding power. The power of man’s willpower can temporarily overcome the power of the law. But man will eventually surrender because of the exhaustion of willpower.

7) We should conquer “a law” by “another law”. Only the “law” of the Spirit of God’s life can overcome the “law” of sin and death. But the “law” in man’s life cannot overcome it. 

8) The “law” of the Spirit of life now dwells in us. The problem is that many believers have not known the treasure in them, but ask for help from other men and things.

9) The words “in Christ Jesus” are quite important. Besides the Lord, it is vanity of vanities. Even spiritual knowledge has no use. In the Lord, all that is of God will be given to us. How abundant!

10) If believers use their own power, he must be defeated even though he spares all his effort. However, if they rely on the life and power “in Christ Jesus”, they will be more than conquerors.

11) Christ has not only saved us from sins (Matt. 1:21), but is also delivering us from the law of sin and death everyday. 

Rom. 8:3 “For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, ”

YLT: “for what the law was not able to do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, His own Son having sent in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, did condemn the sin in the flesh,”

Literal Meaning: “for what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh”, no one can do the whole law because of the weakness of man’s flesh (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16) so that the law perfects nothing (Heb. 7:18-19).

“God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh”, God deeply knows that the real reason for the failure does not lie in the law, but the flesh of man. Therefore, He devises the salvation for us. According to this salvation, God sent His only beloved Son Jesus Christ. “In the likeness of sinful flesh”, he was seemingly like the common people ---- he had the sinful flesh, but was holy, harmless, undefiled inside (Heb 7:26).

“On account of sin”, the Lord Jesus put on the sinful flesh to be the sin-offering so that He could bear sins and put away the sin of man (1Pet. 2:24; Heb. 9:26, 28).

“He condemned sin in the flesh”, He executes judgment on sin in His flesh, and it carries the following meanings:

1) The problem of sin is connected with that of the flesh. He who wants to deal with the problem of sin must deal with the problem if the flesh.

2) Sin has been restricted in the flesh. Once the problem of the flesh is resolved, the problem of sin is resolved thereafter.

3) Since the Lord Jesus paid the debt of sin in the flesh, we are no longer debtors to the flesh, to live according to the flesh (v.12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The flesh cannot do the law, so it can only be condemned, not be justified. Only when we are no longer in expectation of our flesh, can we be good Christians.

2) Since God declares that the law perfects nothing, we shall no longer have the idea of keeping the law, nor teach others to keep customs (Col. 2:20-23).

3) Christians shall not have confidence of ourselves, but confess that we are too weak to do anything. There fore, there will be turning points for us. 

4) There is a strange phenomenon of man’s body ---- man is strong in things concerning sins, but is weak in things of keeping the law. The salvation of the incarnated Lord will deal with two aspects of difficulties: on one hand, it condemned sin in the flesh and dealt with the problem of sin in the flesh. On the other hand, He had fulfilled the law so that we can no longer walk in the flesh and still receive righteousness of the law (v.4).

5) We believers in Christ have been delivered from the bondage of the law, and have been delivered from the entanglement of the flesh.

Rom. 8:4 “that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”

YLT: “that the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

Literal Meaning: since we cannot “fulfill” the righteous requirement of the law through the flesh, we need the redemption of the Lord Jesus to exempt us from the responsibility of the flesh for the law ---- this is the passive aspect of the effect of the Lord’s salvation. In the positive aspect, He quickens our spirit (v.10) through His indwelling spirit of life so that we may walk according to our spirit, thus fulfilling the righteous requirement of the law. 

  From verse one to four, it mainly tells us that we who are in Christ Jesus have been saved by the Lord and are set free. Henceforth, if we use our freewill to walk according to the Spirit, not the flesh, we will be delivered from the harm of the flesh so as to lead a sanctified life.

Rom. 8:5 “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. ”

YLT: “For those who are according to the flesh, the things of the flesh do mind; and those according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit;”

Literal Meaning: “for those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh”, it does not mean that living according to the flesh is setting one’s mind on the things of the flesh. Living according to the flesh is one thing, and setting one’s mind on the things of the flesh is another. “According to” is passive, and “setting one’s mind on” is active and positive. “Mind”: to approve and second in one’s mind; 

“But those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit”, since we are free now, we shall actively set our minds on right things ---- spiritual things, not carnal things; things above, not things on the earth (Col. 3:2). Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy -- meditate on these things. (Phil. 4:8).  
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Whether a man is according to the flesh or the spirit can be seen from what he sets his mind on ---- the flesh or the spirit. What a man sets his mind on manifests the man himself.

2) Our mind can control us most. If we set our mind earnestly on other things instead of the spirit, we can never walk according to the Spirit. If we want to walk according to the Spirit, we should set our minds on the Spirit.

3) There is a feature of the mind of the flesh ---- believing one’s self. Such man knows everything and has confidence in everything. There is also a feature of the mind of the spirit ---- believing not one’s self. Such man dare not say anything and trembles with fear.

4) All those who set their minds on the spirit will surely walk towards spiritual things and have new object and attachment in their life.

5) Margaret Barber said, “If Satan could control your mind, it could control most of your life.” If one’s mind has not been saved, he must have not been delivered from the flesh.

6) The guidance of the Spirit of God is not some fragmentary feeling, but a great provision for a normal Christian life as well as a free Christian life.

Rom. 8:6 “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

YLT: “for the mind of the flesh death, and the mind of the Spirit -- life and peace;”

Literal Meaning: there are possibly three conditions of man’s mind: the first one is independent ---- that is neither carnal nor spiritual; the second is carnally minded ---- it will finally become “the mind of the flesh”; the third is spiritually minded and is transformed by the renewing of mind (Rom. 12:2), thus becoming “the mind of the spirit”. 

  “Be carnally minded is death”, the mind of the flesh must cause spiritual withering and death.

“Be spiritually minded is life and peace”, the spiritual mind must bring about spiritual peace (Col. 3:15; Phil. 4:7) and spiritual growth and prosperity (1Tim. 4:15).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The spiritual mind is only governed by the commandment of God, not by the natural mind. Though the spiritual mind has no carnal assurance and is not by the natural thought, it brings about life and peace. Where there is no death, there will be full of rest.

2) If we are carnally minded, we will feel dead and withered in spirit. If we are spiritually minded and obey the guidance of the spirit, we will feel that we are filled by life and peace. This is the basic lesson that Christians should learn. We should take heed to learn it.

3) Life is satisfaction, and peace is rest. He who is spiritually minded is obeying the guidance of life so that his life shall be fed and his spirit shall have peace. Otherwise, we will feel empty and unsatisfied. If we have no peace, there must be problems.

4) The feeling of life is fullness instead of emptiness, firmness instead of weakness, brightness instead of darkness. Peace is a kind of inward gentleness, comfort and rest.  

5) “Life” means that all the spiritual truth in us is living. “Peace” indicates that one surpasses all his circumstance and is not shaken by anything, without any accusation or struggle. We should ask ourselves: how much freshness is there in my life? How much grace have I experienced?

Rom. 8:7 “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.”

YLT: “because the mind of the flesh enmity to God, for to the law of God it doth not subject itself,”

Literal Meaning: “because the carnal mind is enmity against God”, it is firstly the flesh that is enmity against God and strives with the Spirit of God (Gen. 6:3 the original; Gal. 5:17 the original), but the mind is willing to be subject to the law of God (Rom. 7:25). However, man’s the mind develops into “the carnal mind”, it is enmity against God (James 4:4).

“For it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be”, since the carnal mind is enmity against God, it can surely not be subject to the law of God. Even though it is willing, it can not do it. “Being not subject to”, it is the problem of disposition and nature; “cannot be”, it is the problem of power.

This verse illustrates that “the carnal mind is death” (the original).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There is absolutely no hope in the flesh. We should not place hopes on the flesh, nor be in expectation of reforming the flesh.

2) He who is carnally minded is the natural man, who is by nature not subject to and cannot be subject to the law of God. 

3) The flesh is weak toward sin, but is hardened toward God and is enmity against God and is not subject to and cannot be subject to the law of God. Therefore, God condemned the flesh and crucified it on the cross.

4) When we are delivered from the law, we are saved from the flesh simultaneously. How to be delivered from the flesh? We should see that the law has not requirement on us and we need no longer do anything.

Rom. 8:8 “So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

YLT: “for neither is it able; and those who are in the flesh are not able to please God.”

Literal Meaning: “those who are in the flesh”, it shows that they not only walk according to the flesh and are carnally minded, and even totally live in the flesh. 
“Cannot please God”, it suggests that though man lives in the flesh, he stills tries to please God through carnal efforts. However, man cannot please God in the flesh anyway (see 1Cor. 10:5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This verse suggests that he who is in the flesh still wants to please God. However, even though he wants to please God, he cannot please God.

2) The crucified One on the cross that day was a summation of all the “flesh” (see v.3), showing that God had given up all His hope of the flesh and placed all His hope on His Son Christ. Since God is so, why we are still in expectation of ourselves? Why do we still not give up all our hope outside of Christ but let Christ be our hope of glory (Heb. 12:2 Col. 1:27)?

Rom. 8:9 “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. ”

YLT: “And ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God doth dwell in you; and if any one hath not the Spirit of Christ -- this one is not His;”

Literal Meaning: “but you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit”, the flesh is opposite to the spirit, so it means living in the spirit. To be a man who lives in the spirit, there are two pre-conditions:

1) “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His”, the one must have “the Spirit of Christ” so that he is a man of Christ, that is to say, he must be a Christian.

2) “If indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you…”, “the Spirit of Christ” who lives in Him is “the Spirit of God”. This Spirit should not be like a guest who lives temporarily, but like the house-owner who has the ownership ---- he can not only dwells in man abidingly but also abides in rest and does what he wishes (the meaning of the word “abide” in the original, see Eph. 3:17 the original). A believer in such condition can be counted as spiritual.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Conversely, if man is of Christ, he must have the Spirit of Christ. The greatest grace that a man who has been saved has received is the indwelling Spirit in him. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. The Spirit of Christ is the Spirit of God. God is in Christ, and Christ becomes the Spirit.

2) This verse unveils that the Holy Spirit is in us, and we are in the Spirit. Our relation with Christ is: “he who abides in us and He in us (John 15:5)”.

3) Though the Spirit has entered into the one who has been saved, but the Spirit may have not been “dwelt” or “rooted” in him. Such believer can not be counted spiritual.

4) The spiritual one is he who lets the Spirit be his lord, not guest.

5) What kind man is a man who abides in the Spirit? It is the one who lets the Spirit be rooted in him. The Spirit is sent to abide in us and be our life. The Spirit is a person who abides in us and bears witness of the Lord Jesus.

6) A lot of men intellectually know the Spirit is a person, but do not know Him in experience and think that the Spirit is only a kind of effect. They do not know the Spirit abides in us ---- that is God Himself who abides in us. That the Spirit abides in us is the person of God abides in us. 

7) Believers should devote themselves to God so that the power of the Spirit shall be manifested. The knowledge of the Spirit who is a person abiding in us will make us lose the freedom. Henceforth, we are no longer ourselves, for we have the Spirit who is a living person living in us. We should let Him in us freely work His power and all that is of Him.

8) The most appropriate way of life for believers is living in the Spirit. Christ died in the flesh but lives in Spirit. God places all the accomplished works and truth of Christ in the Holy Spirit so that all the works and truth will be living. Everything is dead without the Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, the truth of God will become the law. Without the Holy Spirit, the life of Christ will become letters.

Rom. 8:10 “And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”

YLT: “and if Christ in you, the body, indeed, dead because of sin, and the Spirit life because of righteousness,”

Literal Meaning: “and if Christ is in you”, it is the first complementary illustration of the first condition in verse nine. “Christ” and “the Spirit of God” as well as “the Spirit of Christ” are synonymous.   

“The body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness”, on account of sin, the body of a man who has already received Christ in him has become the “body of death” (Rom. 7:24), but his spirit is quickened because of being justified by believing Christ (Rom. 5:18). Therefore, he is a man of spirit.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the minds of many Christians, Christ today is sitting at the right hand of God in the heavens (v.34). But few have realized that Christ is in us, in our spirit (2Tim. 3:22). They only believe that they will see Him in the heaven in the future, but have not thought that they can draw near Him and have fellowship with Him today. No wonder that their spiritual conditions are not good.

2) The indwelling Christ has close relationship with our spiritual life. Today, He has become the quickening spirit (1Cor. 15:45) ---- who not only quickens our spirit, but also gives life to us and is the provision of our life.

3) According to verse nine and ten, we can firmly say that “Christ” and “the Spirit of God” as well as “the Spirit of Christ” are synonymous. Today, the Lord is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17) and He works in us. Therefore, our eyes should not only “look up to heaven”, but also gaze at Christ who dwells in us.

4) Chapter six of the Book of Romans tells us that we are in Christ (Rom. 6:3, 11, 23), and chapter eight points that Christ is in us. The former is one aspect, and the latter is the other aspect. We abide in Christ first, and then Christ abides in us (John 15:4). We abide in Him so that He will abide in us. That we are in Christ is the condition of His abiding in us.

5) We should not think that our sin has been dealt with and the root of sin has been pulled out. Sin still dwells in us (Rom. 7:21, 23). Therefore, we should not walk according to the flesh, nor be carnally minded, nor expect that we can reform our body.

6) Sin that dwells in us brings about death. The indwelling Christ brings about life to our spirits. Our spirits have been quickened, so life is in our spirit now. 

7) Once the spiritual things are in the Spirit, they will be quickened. Everything is dead without the Spirit (see John 15:5). Only those have despaired of themselves will know the works of the Spirit.

8) Only by living in our spirits the accomplished works of the Lord on the cross can be fulfilled on us so that we will experience the life in Christ and all that of Christ.

9) “The body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness”, we should live continually in the Spirit. Whenever we are not living in the Spirit but in the flesh, it is “death”.

Rom. 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. ”

YLT: “and if the Spirit of Him who did raise up Jesus out of the dead doth dwell in you, He who did raise up the Christ out of the dead shall quicken also your dying bodies, through His Spirit dwelling in you.”

Literal Meaning: this verse is the supplementary explanation of the second condition stated in verse 9: “the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead” is “the Spirit that dwells in us”, namely, “the Spirit of God”, “the Spirit of Christ” and “Christ”.

  This verse means that God has raised Jesus from the dead and now the Spirit with great risen power abides in us. The Spirit in His dwelling place (namely, our spirit) will expand and distribute the divine life so that renew the thoughts, affection and will in our souls. Besides, the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh (2Cor. 4:10-11) so as to “give life to” our mortal and corruptible body (see 1Cor. 15:53-54).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Spirit not only gives life and power to the spiritual life of believers. That the Spirit dwells in believers indicates that even though their bodies are now subjective to corruption, they will rise again and receive the new life, just as the resurrection of the body of Jesus.

2) The body of believers will not only be raised and be glorified in the future, but also be able to bear witness of the resurrection today, for His risen life will penetrate into our soul from our spirit and will be magnified in my body (see Phil. 1:20).

Rom. 8:12 “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.”

YLT: “So, then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh;”

Literal Meaning: “therefore, brethren”, “therefore” shows that the following words are the summary of the previous paragraph.

“We are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh”, though the flesh is a trouble for believers to be sanctified, believers need not to live according to the flesh, for Christ Jesus has condemned sin in the flesh (v.3). We believers are no longer debtors to the flesh. We had to live according to the flesh (Eph. 2:3), but now we have been delivered from the flesh (Col. 2:11-12) through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. We will never be bound and entangled by the flesh.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This verse suggests that believers may still live according to the flesh. We should always remind us that we are no longer debtors to the flesh so we need no longer to live in the flesh.

2) This verse also tells us that since Christ has dwelt in believers, we should no longer live according to the flesh. In other words, Christians should not lead a life that is unworthy of the Lord ---- leading a low moral life that humiliates the Lord’s name.

Rom. 8:13 “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”

YLT: “for if according to the flesh ye do live, ye are about to die; and if, by the Spirit, the deeds of the body ye put to death, ye shall live;”

Literal Meaning: in order to understand this verse, we need to know the meaning of the words “flesh”, “body” and “spirit” respectively:

1) “Flesh”, after the fall of man, sin entered into man’s body and made it corruptible, thus the flesh came into being. 

2) “Body” refers to the visible physical body. This word has no evil meaning, except for a few places in the scripture.

3) “Spirit”, it is not the Holy Spirit or the spirit of man only, but both the spirit of man and the indwelling Holy Spirit, or the spirit of man inspired and worked by the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

“For if you live according to the flesh”, as for the objective fact, the flesh of believers has been crucified with Christ (Gal. 5:24). With regard to the subjective fact, believers still have the possibility of living according to the flesh (see 1Cor. 3:1-3). 

“But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body”, the body of a believer, the tool of manifesting his deeds, works according to the soul. When the soul (especially the mind) of a believer focuses on the flesh, the deeds of the body will be subjective to the flesh. However, if one’s soul focuses on the spirit, the deeds of the body will be subjective to the spirit (v.5). 

“By the Spirit you put to death”, we believers shall inactivate the deeds of the body by putting them to death by the Holy Spirit and the spirit of man together.

“You will die…you will live”, the improper deeds of the body of believers will cause spiritual death. However, if one puts to death the improper deeds of the body by the Spirit, his spiritual life shall be increasingly living (see the commentary of verse 6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we live according to the flesh, we shall not only sin but also die, for sin brings about death and death follows sin. Where there is sin, there must be death. Sin defiles us and death weakens us. The extremity of weakness is death.

2) Since we can not deal with the lusts of the flesh nor overcome the sin through ourselves, we can only put the evil nature of the flesh to death and lead the new triumphant life by the power of the Holy Spirit.

3) The Holy Spirit has the slain power of the cross. When the Holy Spirit works in us, the slain power of the cross will penetrate into us to put all the passive things of us to death.

4) In chapter six, we are crucified with Christ. In this chapter here, we put to death the deeds of the body by the Spirit. Christ has fulfilled the work of crucifixion, and the Holy Spirit puts the deeds of the body to death. Christ has accomplished the salvation on the cross. If we are willing to obey Him, the Holy Spirit will accomplish the works on us.

Rom. 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

YLT: “for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God;”

Literal Meaning: the above verses tell us that the spirits of believers cooperate with the Holy Spirit to put to death the deeds of the body in the process of believers’ sanctification through total reliance on the works and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Without the works of the Holy Spirit, we have no possibility of sanctification. 

  Since we have the communion and guidance of the Holy Spirit, it proves that we are sons of God. God has begotten us again (John 3:5, 8) so that we have the life of God (eternal life) and become partakers of divine nature (1Pet. 1:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Being “led” by the Spirit of God is being guided, revealed, pressed and controlled by the Holy Spirit. Such man who is led by the Holy Spirit must be able to put the deeds of the body to death to lead a holy life that pleases God.

2) Though we believers have male brothers and female brothers, all those who obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit before God are “sons” of God. Brothers are sons of God, and sisters are sons of God. Brothers and sisters are sons of God. 

Rom. 8:15 “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." ”

YLT: “for ye did not receive a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye did receive a spirit of adoption in which we cry, `Abba -- Father.'”

Literal Meaning: “Abba” is a Syrian word. “Father” is a Greek word. Both of them mean father. When they are jointed together, we may feel more intimate and sweet. Our relationship with God is a son-father relationship in life. Therefore, we can approach with boldness to God (Heb. 4:16), and so we will never be bound as formalistic and trembling as a religionist under law for fear of sinning against God. The intimate and sweet feeling of us toward God is produced from the “the spirit of son”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The life that we have obtained is eternal life and the life of the Son of God. Therefore, we have the closest father-son relationship with God. When we cry “Abba Father”, we may feel glorious and sweet. How difficult to describe the feeling!

2) Once man has obtained the divine life, he will not only be conscious of sins but also know God Himself. To know that God is the Father is the feeling of this divine life. If one only knows in reason but has not met God, he will fear God and cannot touch God, so he will not feel that God is near and have no feeling of a child of God. Though he confesses the Father in the heaven in his mouth, he has no feeling inside.

3) What we have received is “the Spirit of His Son” (Gal. 4:6). In other words, the Spirit that we have received is the Spirit that had descended upon the Lord Jesus in mighty power when He was baptized (Mark 1:10). The Spirit also brought Him in the wilderness (Luke 4:14) and provided power for Him to work wonders (Matt. 12:28) and made His life and service full of power (Luke 4:14, 18).

Rom. 8:16 “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,”

YLT: “The Spirit himself doth testify with our spirit, that we are children of God;” 

Literal Meaning: this verse reveals that the origin of the feeling of the children of God:

1) That is the Holy Spirit “Himself” who bears witness in us.

2) Our quickened spirit in us also “amen” this witness.

3) The “Spirit of adoption” is the Spirit.

4) The Holy Spirit and our spirit act in concert with each other and bear witness together. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit”, it shows that the Holy Spirit not only abides in us, but also works with our spirit closely. The two spirits become one.

2) “That we are children of God”, this is a witness in spirit. Every believer who has truly been saved will have this witness, no matter how long has he been saved.

3) We have immediately got the witness of the Spirit after we have been saved. Therefore, even a young believer can also feeling the working of the Spirit in us, so we can seek the guidance of the Spirit after we have been just saved.

Rom. 8:17 “and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”

YLT: “and if children, also heirs, heirs, indeed, of God, and heirs together of Christ -- if, indeed, we suffer together, that we may also be glorified together.”

Literal Meaning: “and if children, then heirs—”, the meanings of “children” and “sons” are different from that of “heirs”. “Children” means that we have immediately obtained the status on account of the divine life when we are born again. Everyone who has believed the Lord has the right to be a child of God (John 1:12). “Sons” means that the children of God are increased in life. Believers, no matter male or female, can both be the sons of God. All those who overcome in life will be the “male son” (see Rev. 12:5; 14:3-5). “Heirs” means that they are grown up in life and are accepted by God to inherit the glory which shall be revealed in the future.

  Once believers have been saved, they are sure that they become the children of God (1John 3:1). However, the sons of God must be those who are led by the Spirit of God (v.14). And the heirs of God who shall inherit the inheritance of God (Gal. 4:1) must be full-grown men (Eph. 4:13). 

“Heirs of God”, since we are the children of God, we have the adoption of children. Therefore, we shall be heirs of God sooner or later. 

“And joint heirs with Christ”, we will inherit all with Christ in the future, and He will bring many sons into glory (Heb. 2:10). Therefore, here, it mentions that we are joint heirs with Christ. 

“If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”. The forerunner that brings us into glory is made perfect through suffering (Heb. 2:10). Therefore, we who follow Him should have the mind of suffering (1Pet. 4:1). If we share in the sufferings of Christ, we shall share in the revelation of his glory (1Pet. 4:13).

“We suffer with Him”, it means being conformed to his death (Phil. 3:10), denying one’s self, disregarding the consumption of the outward man (2Cor. 4:8-11, 16-17), dealing with whole heart (1Pet. 4:1), refusing the temptation of Satan (Heb. 2:18) and learning to obey God (Heb. 5:8).  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Children” is our status, showing that we have the son-father relationship of life with God. “Heirs” refers to our blessing, indicating that we can inherit all the fullness of God, especially the ultimate glory of God. It does not our illusion, but an open declaration in the scripture and a clear witness borne by the Spirit.

2) “Children” in the first half of this verse is unconditional, but “heirs” in the second half is conditional, that is to suffer with Christ: “if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”.

3) The working of the indwelling Spirit is the guarantee for us to obtain the spiritual inheritance of glory and to foretaste the inheritance that we will inherit in the future.

4) The status of the glorious heirs is “the children of God”, which indicates that only the divine life and mysterious union are the only foundation of entering into glory. All that are of the flesh and man profit nothing (see John 1:12-13).

5) The way of the glorious heirs is “suffer with Him…be glorified together”, which unveils that the cross is the only way unto glory. If we want to enjoy the blessings of the heirs, we cannot escape the death of the cross. This is the way for the first-born, so it is for all the sons, for it is the predestination of God the Father.

6) Maybe we do not like suffering, but we need suffering. Remember that suffering is the embodiment of grace. We shall not be troubled by suffering. If we suffer with Him, we may also be glorified together.

7) The glory that everyone will obtain is different (see 1Cor. 15:41). The degree and condition of our suffering in the Lord is often connected with the degree of glory that we will obtain. The more suffering we have experienced, the more glory we will receive.

Rom. 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

YLT: “For I reckon that the sufferings of the present time not worthy with the glory about to be revealed in us;”

Literal Meaning: Paul describes the suffering that believers are suffered at present as “momentary light” but the glory which shall be revealed in us as “being in surpassing measure an eternal weight” (2Cor. 4:17). Both of them have extremely enormous difference. 

  This verse indicates that the sufferings at present are unworthy to be compared with the glory in the future at all. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The glory in the future minus the present sufferings still remains much glory beyond computation. Therefore, we need not mind the sufferings at present.

2) The glory mentioned here is “the glory about to be revealed in us”. Therefore, such glory is not a sudden transition in a particular time that we should wait for, but an increasing spiritual reality that we can experience everyday and will be fulfilled on that day. The fact tells us that whenever we really enter into the affliction of the death of the cross, we will truly touch the glory of Christ.

3) If we really have the revelation of “the glory which shall be revealed in us”, our feeling and “consideration” will be delivered from the sufferings that we are suffered from. What deliverance! And we shall boast that they “are unworthy of” the glory!

Rom. 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.”

YLT: “for the earnest looking out of the creation doth expect the revelation of the sons of God;”

Literal Meaning: “the creation”, the Bible exegetes have different explanations for this: 1) believers; 2) the world; 3) the universe. According to verse 23, we can see that “we” are separated from the creature, so the creation does not refer to believers. Some Bible exegetes think the creation can “expect earnestly and wait eagerly” and can “be willing” (v.20) and can “groan” (v.22), so it refers to the mankind. However, how can the world know the dispensation of God to “expect earnestly and wait eagerly”? It does not make sense. Therefore, it is better to interpret it literally. The creation is the creature, including angels and the whole creature presented by angels. 

  “The revealing of the sons of God”, why do the creation expect earnestly and wait for the revealing of the sons of God eagerly? The answer is given in the next verse.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Today, the world can not see we are the sons of God on us, for the time has not come yet and our bodies have not redeemed (see v.23). Our physical bodies are consumed day by day (2Cor. 4:16) and become old, sick and dead like the world.

2) Christians are men who do not seek the outward physical dignity and enjoyment today, but the growth of the inward spiritual life.

Rom. 8:20 “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;”

YLT: “for to vanity was the creation made subject -- not of its will, but because of Him who did subject -- in hope,”

Literal Meaning: “for the creation was subjected to futility”, though the creation was created on account of the will of God (Rev. 4:11), if there is not the one who shall fill all things (Eph. 4:10) and manifest His fullness and glory (Eph. 1:23 the original; 3:21) though the sons of God (namely, the church), it is still vanity of vanities and all is vanity (Eccl. 1:2). 

  “Not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope”, the will of God is that one day we will reveal as “the sons of God” (v.19) in glory and be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God (v.21).

  Before the approaching of that day, though we have the status and life of sons of God, we have still not revealed as the sons of God completely. Therefore, we and the whole creation are still subjected to futility.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) After the rebellion of Satan and the fall of man, all was subjected to futility (losing the purpose of their being created and having no single or special inclination). All things are subjected to futility today and wait for the revealing of the sons of God.

2) All is vanity. Only Christ is reality (John 14:6), and only Christ Himself is the goal of our pursuit.

Rom. 8:21 “because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”

YLT: “that also the creation itself shall be set free from the servitude of the corruption to the liberty of the glory of the children of God;”

Literal Meaning: “because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption”, before the coming of that day, all the creatures (including the present condition of believers) are under the bondage of corruption now. It is not only shall the heavens and the earth grow old as a garment (Heb. 1:11), but also all things are changing (Col. 2:22; 1Pet. 1:18; Eph. 4:22). Therefore, we here expect to be delivered early.

“Into the glorious liberty of the children of God”, “into” means that:

1) The glory that will be revealed in the children of God is a surpassing realm for men to “enter into” (Heb. 2:10).

2) In that glorious realm, there is full of liberty of the Son of God, namely, the true liberty (John 8:36), which is free from any kind of bondage. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Sin made the whole earth under the curse. However, when the day of glorious redemption comes, all the imperfections on the earth will disappear.

2) The future of the whole creation rests with believers. The speed of the growth of our spiritual life influences the time when the whole universe enjoys the glory. Therefore, we should seek to grow in spiritual life for ourselves as well as all the creation.

Rom. 8:22 “For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”

YLT: “for we have known that all the creation doth groan together, and doth travail in pain together till now.”

Literal Meaning: it follows the previous verse, indicating that:

1) In order to be delivered from the bondage of corruption and enter into the glorious liberty, one should go through the travails of childbirth, i.e. “suffering with Him” until Christ shall have been formed in us (Gal. 4:19).

2) Everything around us that we touch today groans silently toward us and expects earnestly to enter into the glorious liberty of the children of God early.

Rom. 8:23 “Not only that, but we also who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.”

YLT: “And not only , but also we ourselves, having the first-fruit of the Spirit, we also ourselves in ourselves do groan, adoption expecting -- the redemption of our body;”

Literal Meaning: “not only that”, it shows that the condition presented from verse 19 to 22 does not relate to believers.

“But we also who have the first-fruits of the Spirit”, “the first-fruit” is the fruit that becomes ripe first and is the sample of all those fruits that will be ripe. “The first-fruits of the Spirit” have two kinds of interpretation ---- one is that the first-fruits are the first-fruits of the Spirit Himself and are the earnest and foretaste of our inheritance (Eph. 1:14); and the other is that the first-fruits are the first-fruits of the Spirit in us (Gal. 5:22) as well as the model of the full and sweet fruits of the Spirit in the future. 

As far as the whole creation is concerned, we believers are a certain first-fruits of the creatures (James 1:18). The future of believers decides that of all the creatures.

“Even we ourselves groan within ourselves”, the normal response of all those who have been made partakers of Holy Spirit and have tasted of the heavenly gift and the good word of God (Heb. 6:4-5) is to desire more perfect enjoyment from their heart and even “groan” within themselves for the sake of having not received immediately. 

“Eagerly waiting for the adoption”, what we groan and wait for is the “adoption”. As far as our status is concerned, when we were saved, we had already received the adoption (Gal. 4:5; Eph. 1:5) and were sons of God immediately (Gal. 3:26). However, as regards our experience, since we have not yet revealed as the sons of God completely (see the commentary of verse 19), nor inherited all the inheritance (see the commentary of verse 17), the adoption has not fully fulfilled on us. 

“The redemption of our body”, the redemption of our body fulfills the adoption. Today, our weak, corruptible and mortal natural body will become strong, incorruptible and immortal spiritual body (1Cor. 15:42-54) one day. That day will be the day of “redemption” (Eph. 1:14; 4:30).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Holy Spirit is the first-fruit bestowed to us by God. We shall foretaste the perfect and full blessings God will reward us in the future through the experience and enjoyment of the indwelling Spirit in us.

2) Today, though we have become sons of God by receiving the life of the Son of God, we will obtain the adoption when the Lord comes again. The adoption refers to the redemption of our body that we will be delivered from the bondage of the old creation and enter into the glorious liberty of the new creation.

Rom. 8:24 “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?”

YLT: “for in hope we were saved, and hope beheld is not hope; for what any one doth behold, why also doth he hope for?”

Literal Meaning: “for we were saved in this hope”, the so-called “be saved” here does not refer to the salvation of spirit (namely, the salvation of eternal life), nor the salvation of soul (James 1:21 the original), but the salvation of body, i.e. “the redemption of our body” in verse 23.

  The salvation of our body will be fully fulfilled when the Lord comes again. Therefore, this salvation is not in our cooperation and pursuit, but in our expectation and hope.

“But hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?” The indwelling Christ (namely, the indwelling Spirit) gives us the glory of hope (Col. 1:27). This hope is seen on account of the eyes of faith, not the physical eyes (see 2Cor. 5:7; Heb. 11:1).

Rom. 8:25 “But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”

YLT: “and if what we do not behold we hope for, through continuance we expect .”

Literal Meaning: since the hope mentioned in the previous verse can not be seen by physical eyes, the hope must not be health or good luck hoped by men in the world. Therefore, before the approaching of that day, we must have some grievous sufferings such as disease, so we should wait for the day with perseverance.  

  “Eagerly wait for it with perseverance”, here, it is not passive endurance for us, but positive perseverance.

Rom. 8:26 “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. ”

YLT: “And, in like manner also, the Spirit doth help our weaknesses; for, what we may pray for, as it behoveth , we have not known, but the Spirit himself doth make intercession for us with groanings unutterable,”

Literal Meaning: “likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses”, “likewise” indicates that this paragraph also relates to the previous one. When we wait for that day here with perseverance, we may encounter many occasions that make us weak, the Holy Spirit will condescend to us to comfort us and help us by dealing with the weakness (“help” in the original means “hand in hand” or “linking with one and another”)

“For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought”, many times, we are so weak that we do not know how to pray to God ---- it is too difficult to express our inward feeling. 

“But the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered”, when we groan (v.23), the Spirit will also groan with us together. 

“With groanings which cannot be uttered”, it is not the Spirit cannot utter, but we cannot utter ---- “we do not know what we should pray”, nor how to speak forth the burden in us. Nevertheless, the Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered so that our burden will be unloaded before God and our inward feeling will be expressed before God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered”, this is one thing that the Spirit helps us most deeply and subjectively.

2) When we do not know what we should pray for as we ought at all, the Spirit sympathizes with us and makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Besides, the Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses by intercession. The Lord is also pleased to answer the prayers of those who cry out in weakness (see 2Cor. 12:8-9).

3) We often do not know how to pray for the sake of our infantility and infirmity, but God has sent His Spirit to make intercession for us. And the intercession of the Spirit is usually voiceless groanings beyond thousands of words. Therefore, true prayer may not need much speaking (see Matt. 6:7). Sometime, even though one does not know how to pray but just groans before the Lord, he can also be accepted by God as long as he groans from the depth of his heart.

Rom. 8:27 “Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”

YLT: “and He who is searching the hearts hath known what the mind of the Spirit, because according to God he doth intercede for saints.”

Literal Meaning: “now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is”, “He who searches the hearts” is God who hears prayers. If we ask him anything according to his will he hears us (1John 5:14). The previous verse shows that the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. The voiceless intercession of the Spirit is according to the will of God, so God must hear.

“Because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God”, there are not the words of “the will” in the original. “He makes intercession for the saints according to God”, it means that the intercession that the Spirit makes in us according to God is the intercession that God Himself makes in us through His Spirit.
Rom. 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”

YLT: “And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose;”

Literal Meaning: this verse has the function of linking what comes before and goes after. 

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God”, when we are going through something that makes us feel weak, we on the one hand “do not know” how to pray to God for passing through the hardship and on the other hand we “know” that these things do not happen in vain but profit us.

  “All things” refer to everything without exception. All things coming upon us will work together and profit us ultimately. 

  The secret of obtaining the good that all things work together lies in “loving God”. The influence of the same thing over those who do not love God and those who love God is totally different ---- the former may profit nothing, but the latter may benefit a great deal. Since God “searches the hearts” (v.27), He knows our heart towards Him. He who loves God from his heart will have good issues of life (see Pro. 4:23).

“To those who are the called according to His purpose”, those who love God are “those who are the called according to His purpose”. In other words, God calls us to love Him. If any one love not the Lord let him be Anathema Maranatha (1Cor. 16:22).

God calls us to love Him, for He has a predestinated will that will be fulfilled on us. Therefore, the Spirit also prays according to this will (v.27).

What is the will? It is stated in verse 29 and 30. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “All”, nothing befalls us suddenly. There is nothing that befalls us by chance.

2) We do not know what good we will receive and the way of working for that good. We do not know how many things we will go through, nor how much good we will receive. However, we know one thing that all things work for good to us. There is nothing that is not working for good to us.

3) We must believe that all things work together for good. Even the enemy is for good to those who are of God. All things are governed by God for good to us. Therefore, there is nothing that befalls us by chance. In the sight of us, what we are in the face of are complicated and confusing and we do not know the purpose or the way of fulfilling the purpose. However, we know one thing that all things work together for good to us. There is nothing that is not working for good to us.

4) “All things work together for good to those who love God”, it shows that everything is governed by the ruler of all for the purpose of giving us the spiritual profit. Therefore, Christians should not believe the matter of “fortune”, let alone seeking the forecast of one’s fortune (such as fortune-telling) or trying one's fortune (e.g. gamble, lottery and etc.).

5) “All things work together for good to those who love God”, this verse is known by many people. Only those who love God will enjoy the good of this verse. If you do not love God, there may be nothing working for good to you. God does not change all things, but change your heart. If you love God, though all things have not changed, they work for good to you.

6) Everything that we meet must have its value. However, when God works, we may receive good and may also block that good. It has great relation with our attitude. If we love God, all that which is of God works good for us. “To bring thee to Thy God, love takes the shortest route”.

7) When we run into problems, if we do not love God and yet have many pursuit, lust and interest outside of God, the good that God will give us will be delayed. Even though we go through many dealings, there still remains nothing in our spirit.

8) The answers that God answers our prayers are beyond our expectations. We seek endurance, but God gives us tribulations, for “tribulations work endurance” (Rom. 5:3). We seek obedience, but God gives us sufferings so that we may learn obedience from the things which we suffered (Heb. 5:8).

9) The way of victory and rest is obeying in every circumstance or trial from the hands of the Father who loved us so that we will ebjoy the good from the working of all things.

10) The Spirit He makes intercession for the saints “according to the will of God” (v.27). We who love God are those are called according to “His will”. It tells us that everything starts from the will of God. Obviously, we should give priority to the will of God in the spiritual pursuit including the prayers to God and loving God.

Rom. 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”

YLT: “because whom He did foreknow, He also did fore-appoint, conformed to the image of His Son, that he might be first-born among many brethren;”

Literal Meaning: this verse explains the beginning and purpose of the will of God. 

  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined”, the will of God originates from His “foreknowledge” and “predestination”. “Foreknowledge” means God had elected us according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the past eternity (1Pet. 1:2; Eph. 1:4). “Predestination” indicates that God had predestined according to the good pleasure of his will, including the persons selected and the condition that they will attain to in the future (see Eph. 1:5; Acts. 13:48; 2Cor. 2:7).

  “To be conformed to the image of His Son”, the purpose of the will of God is to make us “be conformed to the image of His Son”. It means that after we are saved ---- through the inside help and working of the Spirit as well as the outside work in the environment arranged by the hands of God ---- we will be gradually renewed and transformed, even as the Lord finally (Rom. 12:2; 2Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:10).

“That He might be the firstborn among many brethren”, when we are totally like the Lord, the sons of God will reveal (v.19; see 1John 3:2). The will of God is to have and perfect many sons like His only beloved Son so that He (the Lord Jesus) will be the firstborn among His brethren (see Heb. 1:6; 2:10-12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Considering we believers, the peak of Christ’s salvation is that the whole man is conformed to the image of the Son of God from inside to outside and from the spirit to the body ---- from “the Spirit is life because of righteousness” to “the mortal bodies are quickened” (v.10-11), namely “the redemption of our body” (v.23). As for God, He will have many “sons” through His “firstborn”. The only beloved and the sons will become one, namely, a corporate Son and a full Son, who will reveal in glory so that the fullness of Godhead will be perfectly manifested. This is the ultimate purpose of God.

2) In the eternal will of God, Christ is: 1) the pattern (v.29); 2) the center of giving gifts (v.32); 3) the basis of victory (v.37); 4) the shield of love (v.39). God firstly set Christ as the pattern and then gives all things in the center of Christ to work for us with the purpose of conforming us into the image of Christ. Meanwhile, He gives Christ to us as the shield of love to make us more than conquerors in the “conforming” of all things, thus fulfilling His good will on us. Oh! The full Christ is everything in the will of God.

Rom. 8:30 “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

YLT: “and whom He did fore-appoint, these also He did call; and whom He did call, these also He declared righteous; and whom He declared righteous, these also He did glorify.”

Literal Meaning: this verse generally describes the process of the advancing of the will of God.

  “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called”, the will of God concerning man originates from “predestination”, which includes foreknowledge, election and predestination.

  The second step is “calling”. Believers are called by God (Rom. 1:7; 9:24). God calls men by the outside preachment of the gospel and the inside revelation of the Spirit (Rom. 10:14-21; Gal. 1:15-16).

“Whom He called, these He also justified”, the third step is “justification”. All those who believe the Lord Jesus are those who are justified by God (Rom. 3:26; Gal. 2:16). This justification includes remission, being washed, positional sanctification, reconciliation with God and obtaining the eternal life and etc.

“And whom He justified, these He also glorified”, the last step is “being glorified”, that is the redemption of our body, the full accomplishment of the adoption, being conformed to the image of the Son of God. Now, we have all been justified and are pressing on toward glory. Before not being glorified, we should all seek to grow in life, be sanctified in subjective experience and be renewed and change and etc.

(Note that “glorified” in the original was the past tense, showing that “being glorified” is an accomplished fact according to the eternal vision of God.)
Rom. 8:31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? ”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say unto these things? if God for us, who against us?”

Literal Meaning: here it means that since the will of God is making us be glorified, no one can hinder us from entering glory, because God Himself helps us. Is there anyone stronger than God?

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “If God is for us”, it implies that God is with us. We can be more than conquerors with the presence of God. “Who can be against us?” Yes, since God who creates and governs the universe is our shield, whom need we fear? Is there anyone or anything stronger or greater than our God?

2) Many believers may have not felt God is for us, but we should know that God does not help us according to the way we desire, but according to His good will.

Rom. 8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”

YLT: “He who indeed His own Son did not spare, but for us all did deliver him up, how shall He not also with him the all things grant to us?”

Literal Meaning: we may think that the free grace of God is forsaking His only beloved Son to redeem us and to justify us only (Rom. 3:24). However, since God is willing to deliver up His most beloved Son, is there anything else that He is unwilling to give us? This verse implies that since God has already paid the greatest cost for us, He will help us to fulfill the purpose at any cost
Rom. 8:33 “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. ”

YLT: “Who shall lay a charge against the choice ones of God? God He that is declaring righteous,”

Literal Meaning: we may think that we are unworthy of being glorified. But no one (no matter man’s conscience or Satan) can bring a charge against us except for God. Since God has already justified us, He will never deny Himself (see 2Tim. 2:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: “God who justifies”, it is neither ourselves nor others, but God Himself justifies us ---- the only One who has the authority of condemning us and forgiving us justifies us. Therefore, we need not doubt the assurance of our salvation. 
Rom. 8:34 “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. ”

YLT: “who he that is condemning? Christ He that died, yea, rather also, was raised up; who is also on the right hand of God -- who also doth intercede for us.”

Literal Meaning: we may think that the third step of sanctification is difficult, let alone the fourth step of being glorified. However, concerning our status before God, it is only Christ Jesus that has the right of judging us except for God. Since Jesus Christ has been dead for our transgressions and has justified us and risen from the dead (Rom. 4:25), He will definitely not raise any objection to our being justified. He is now the high priest on the right hand of God, and is always living to intercede for us. Therefore, He is able to save us completely (Heb. 7:24-25) so that we can be glorified.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord Jesus not only died for us to save us, but also intercedes and prays for us in the heaven after His resurrection. Oh, how full His love is, and how perfect His salvation is!

2) That the high priest who is on the right hand of the Most High intercedes for us is the origin of the believers’ victory in spiritual war (see Ex. 17:8-16).

Rom. 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ”

YLT: “Who shall separate us from the love of the Christ? tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

Literal Meaning: “who shall separate us from the love of Christ”? “Who” refers to someone, but what have been listed afterwards are some “things”. It seems that Paul intents to suggest that the seven kinds of suffering are the tools and methods used by the enemy to separate us.

  In the whole Bible, the “love of Christ” has been mentioned three times including it (2Cor. 5:14-15; Eph. 3:14-19). The rest is the love of God. Actually, the love of Christ is the love of God. The love of Christ and the love of God are one.

  “Shall tribulation?” “Tribulation” refers to the tribulation that we go through for the sake of the Lord.

“Or distress?” “Distress” refers to the difficult conditions that make us painful.

“Or persecution?” “Persecution” refers to the oppression caused by the Lord.

“Or famine, or nakedness?” “Famine” and “nakedness”, the feeling and shame in an impoverished condition;

“Or peril, or sword?” “Peril” it relates to all the crises that may bring danger; “sword” refers to the threat of death.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We may have no confidence in ourselves, lest in extreme difficult conditions we humiliate the Lord who saves us. However, we forget that it is not we take responsibility for us, but the love of Christ. He has loved us and loved us to the end (John 13:1). There is no condition that can separate us from the love of Christ.

2) The love of Christ is the great motive and power in our tribulation. His love comforts us in our affliction and renews our strength in our weakness.

Rom. 8:36 “As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." ”

YLT: “(according as it hath been written -- `For Thy sake we are put to death all the day long, we were reckoned as sheep of slaughter,')”

Literal Meaning: this verse points out the necessary experience before being glorified.

  “As it is written”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (44:22).

“For Your sake we are killed all day long”, “we”: all the beloved ones of God; “for Your sake”, it is for the sake of fulfilling the will of God; “are killed all day long”, it is always being suffered and taking the cross in one’s daily life.

“We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter”, it is like the death of Christ (Rom. 6:5) and bear in one’s body the brands of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 6:17).

Rom. 8:37 “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

YLT: “but in all these we more than conquer, through him who loved us;”

Literal Meaning: “yet…through Him who loved us”, “yet” indicates that the tribulations above are unavoidable, but we have a way out. “Through Him who loved us”, the love of Christ is the answer of all the questions.

“In all these things we are more than conquerors”, “in all these things”, we can enjoy the power of Christ’s love when we are personally in these things. “Are more than conquerors”, here, we “are” conquerors, not “will be able to be” or “shall be”. It means that the result of the war is obvious even though the war has not started. Besides, we are “more than conquerors”, which implies that such victory is not narrow, nor exhaustedly, but sweepingly.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Here we are not conquerors by the Lord, but through the Lord. It is not we rely on Him by our power, but we go through Him. If we are through Him, we are conquerors. 

2) We are conquerors in Christ ---- and are “more than conquerors”. Therefore, we shall stand firm in Him. Today, we need not fight for victory, but fight on account of victory. He that overcomes is the one who rests in the victory given by God.

3) It is in all these things, not outside of these things. We can be more than conquerors in all these things. The victory will especially be manifested when we are confronted with these things. Without these things, there is nothing for us to overcome. Many people think they can overcome without these things. However, the word of God tells us that we are more than conquerors in all these things. The love of Christ will enable us to overcome all the tribulation, distress, persecution, famine and peril. The love of Christ is a power that can make us overcome them.

4) All these things are distressing and bitter. But they are not bitter when we have tasted the love of Christ. This chapter shows that the love of Christ is provided for all those who are in distress.

Rom. 8:38 “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,”

YLT: “for I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor messengers, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,”

Literal Meaning: “for I am persuaded”, “be persuaded”, it shows that he has got a conclusion after full consideration and believes it complete.

  The devil schemes to separate us from the love of Christ by these troubles, but they finally become all things that profit us, which fall into the category as follows:

1) The outside tribulations: tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril and sword (v.35);

2) The inside distress: death or life;

3) The power in spiritual realm: angels, principalities, powers especially the fallen spiritual power (see 1Cor. 15:24; Eph. 1:21; 2:2; 6:12; Col. 1:13).

4) The trial in time: things present or things to come;

5) The difficulty in space: height or depth (v.39a);

6) That which is not understandable: nor any other created thing (v.39b);

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Through” in the previous verse and “be persuaded” in this verse are the secrets for us to overcome the difficulty as well as the assurance for us to be glorified.

2) We believers should draw the same conclusion as the Apostle Paul: “for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him (2Tim.1:12)”.

Rom. 8:39 “nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

YLT: “nor things about to be, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of god, that in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Literal Meaning: “any other created thing” refers to other thing that we cannot name or that is beyond one's expectations;

  Here, “the love of God” is the “love of Christ” in verse 35, so it emphasizes that “the love is in our Lord Christ Jesus”. “Christ Jesus”, since the Lord had humbled himself and experienced various temptations and tribulations, He can know our infirmity and is willing to save us (Heb. 2:18; 4:15). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Take of one reason that the love is in Christ Jesus.

2) The love of God is changeless. Besides, the Lord Jesus is the intercessor, so we are safe. We can always rest in His love and never be worried or frightened. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Way of Sanctification】

A. One shall not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit (v.1-4).

B. One shall not live according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit (v.5-7).

C. One shall not be in the flesh, but in the Spirit (v.8-11).

D. One shall put to death the deeds of the body by the Spirit (v.12-13).

【The Origin of Victory】

A. The victory is based on the redemption of Christ (v.1-3).

B. The victory is based on the work of the Holy Spirit (v.4-30).

1. The Spirit gives the life (v.4-11).

2. The proof of the guidance of the Spirit (v.12-25).

3. The intercessions of the Holy Spirit (v.26-30).

C. The victory is based on God’s help (v.31-39).

1. The love of giving the love of the Son (v.31-34);

2. The love of giving everything (v.35-39).

D. The conclusion: nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

【What Believers Have Obtained】

A. New position (v.1-4; see 2Cor. 5:17 in Christ);

B. New life (v.5-13); 

C. New relationship (v.14-17);

D. New hope (v.18-25);

E. New help (v.26-27);

F. New knowledge (v.28-30);

G. New guarantee (v.31-39);

【The Body of Believers】

A. How to overcome the deeds of the body (v.1-17)?

B. How to overcome the pains of the body (v.18-25)?

C. How to overcome the infirmity of the body (v.26-29)?

【Three Kinds Grace】

A. In the past ---- no condemnation (v.1);

B. Now ---- be preserved (v.28);

C. In the future ---- be glorified (v.30);

【Four Aspects Works of the Holy Spirit】

A. The Spirit of life delivers believers from the bondage of sin (v.1-4).

B. He who walks according to the Spirit has life and peace (v.5-8).

C. The indwelling Spirit brings the new life (v.9-11).

D. The Spirit of heirs is bestowed to the children of God as an earnest (v.12-17).

【The Works of the Holy Spirit in Believers】

A. The Spirit is the “Spirit of life” (v.2), so the Spirit brings about life.

B. The indwelling Spirit in our spirit quickens our spirit (v.9-10; John3:6).

C. If we set our minds on the things of the Spirit, the Spirit will expand into our mind (e.g. the soul) so that our minds will become “the minds of the Spirit” (v.5 the original).

D. The Spirit expands from our soul into our body (including every member) further by our cooperation of the mind, thus giving life to your mortal bodies (v.11, 13).

【Seven Steps Works of the Holy Spirit for us】

A. To have liberty in service (v.2);

B. To have power in service (v.11);

C. To overcome sins (v.13);

D. To lead in service (v.14);

E. To prove the children of God (v.16);

F. To receive help in service (v.26);

G. To receive help in prayer (v.26);

【The Names of the Holy Spirit】

A. The Holy Spirit (v.9, 11, 27);

B. The Spirit of life (v.2);

C. The Spirit of God (v.9);

D. The Spirit of Christ (v.9);

E. The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead (v.11);

F. The Spirit of adoption (v.15);

(Sons are different from children. The former focuses on privilege and status, and the latter relates to life as well as the meaning of great beloved ones.)

【The Flesh】

A. The flesh is weak (v.3) and is condemned (v.3). The flesh is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be (v.7).

B. He who is in the flesh walks according to the flesh (v.4).

C. He who walks according to the flesh must be carnally minded (v.5).

D. To be carnally minded is death (v.6).

【The Confidence of Believers (v.9-18; 28-39)】

A. Who can be against us (v.31-32)?
B. Who shall bring a charge against God's elect (v.33)?
C. Who is he who condemns (v.34; see v.1)?
D. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ (v.35-36; see John 10:28-29; 1Tim. 1:12)?
【The Flesh】(Rom. 8:12)

A. Do not be debtors to the flesh (v.12).

B. Do not walk in according to flesh (v.4).

C. Do not take forethought for the flesh (see Rom. 13:13-14).

D. Do not trust in flesh (see Phil. 3:3-4).

E. Do not bear the evil fruit of the flesh (v.13; see Gal. 5:19-21).

F. We should put the flesh to death (v.13; see Rom. 6:6, 11; Gal. 5:24).

【Three Kinds Works of the Holy Spirit】

A. The guidance of the Spirit proves that we the children of God (v.14).

B. The intercessions of the Spirit prove that we are sons of God so that we can cry out, "Abba, Father". Since we have the spirit of children of God, we are no longer bondmen (v.26-27).

C. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God (v.16).

【The Confidence of Being Glorified】

A. The guidance of the Spirit proves that we will be heirs of God (v.14-17).

B. The first-fruits of the Spirit in us enable us to have the hope of glory (v.18-25).

C. The intercessions of the Spirit help us to be conformed into the image of the Son of God (v.26-30).

D. We are more than conquerors through the Lord who loved us (v.31-39).

【Three “Sign”s】

A. Groans of the whole creation (v.22).

B. We who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves (v.23).

C. The Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered (v.26).

【Five “Help”s】

A. The help of the Holy Spirit (v.26-27);

B. The help from all things ---- work together (v.28-30);

C. The help of God (v.31-33);

D. The help of the Lord (v.34);

E. One helps himself (v.35-39);

【The Will of God (v.28-30)】

A. The relation in the will of God ---- “all things work together”;

B. The general purpose of the will of God ---- “for good to those who love God”;

C. The content of the will of God: 1) foreknowledge; 2) predestination; 3) the effective calling; 4) justification; 5) be glorified;

【Who Shall Separate Us from the Love of Christ (V.35)?】

A. Shall tribulation? (see 2Cor. 4:8; e.g. Joseph) 

B. Shall distress? (see 2Cor. 7:5; e.g. the beggar Lazarus)

C. Shall persecution? (see Acts 5:41; 12:1-12; 16:19-25; Matt. 5:10-12)

D. Shall famine? (see 1Cor. 4:11; 2Cor. 11:27)

E. Shall nakedness? (see 1Cor. 4:11; 2Cor. 11:27)

F. Shall peril? (see 2Cor. 11:23-27; e.g. Daniel and his three friends and Stephen)

G. Shall sword? (see Acts. 12:1-2; e.g. John the Baptism)

【Tribulations in the World】

A. From the tribulation to the summit of sword (v.35-37);

B. The two poles of one’s life ---- life and death (v.38);

C. Concerning the mysterious power ----“angels, or principalities, or powers” (v.38);

D. Concerning the time ---- “things present or things to come” (v.39);

E. Concerning the space ---- “height or depth” (v.39);

F. Concerning the created thing ---- “any other created thing” (v.39)

